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Preface

The Workshop on the Economics of Information Security was established in 2002
to bring together computer scientists and economists to understand and improve the
poor state of information security practice. WEIS was borne out of a realization
that security often fails for non-technical reasons. Rather, the incentives of both de-
fender and attacker must be considered. Earlier workshops have answered questions
ranging from finding optimal levels of security investement to understanding why
privacy has been eroded. In the process, WEIS has attracted participation from the
diverse fields such as law, management and psychology. WEIS has now established
itself as the leading forum for interdisciplinary scholarship on information security.

The eigth installment of the conference returned to the United Kingdom, hosted
by University College London on June 24-25, 2009. Approximately 100 researchers,
practitioners and government officials from across the globe convened in London
to hear presentations from authors of 21 peer-reviewed papers, in addition to a
panel and keynote lectures from Hal Varian (Google), Bruce Schneier (BT Coun-
terpane), Martin Sadler (HP Labs), and Robert Coles (Merrill Lynch). Angela Sasse
and David Pym chaired the conference, while Christos Ioannidis and Tyler Moore
chaired the program committee.

We are very grateful for the service of the WEIS program committee: Alessan-
dro Acquisti(Carnegie Mellon University, USA), Ross Anderson (University of
Cambridge, UK), Rainer Böhme (Technische Universität Dresden, Germany), Jean
Camp (Indiana University, USA), Huseyin Cavusoglu (University of Texas at Dal-
las, USA), Nicolas Courtois (University College London, UK), Neil Gandal (Tel
Aviv University, Israel), Larry Gordon (University of Maryland, USA), Eric John-
son (Dartmouth College, USA), Marty Loeb (University of Maryland, USA), Tyler
Moore (Harvard University, USA), Andrew Odlyzko (University of Minnesota,
USA), Andy Ozment (Office of the Secretary of Defense, USA), David Pym (HP
Labs Bristol & University of Bath, UK), M. Angela Sasse (University College Lon-
don, UK), Stuart Schechter (Microsoft Research, USA), Bruce Schneier(BT Coun-
terpane, USA), Rahul Telang (Carnegie-Mellon University, USA), and Catherine
Tucker (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA).

v



vi Preface

We are also grateful to Adam Beautement and JJ Giwa at UCL for their assistance
in organizing local arrangements. Finally, we thank HP Labs, the UK Economic and
Social Research Council and Unisys for their kind sponsorship.

Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA Tyler Moore
Bath, United Kingdom David Pym
January 2010 Christos Ioannidis
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