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Preface

Welcome to ECDL 2003 and to these conference proceedings, featuring all the
papers presented at the 7th European Conference on Research and Advanced
Technology for Digital Libraries.

Following Pisa (1997), Heraklion (1998), Paris (1999), Lisbon (2000), Darm-
stadt (2001) and Rome (2002), ECDL 2003 in Trondheim reaches some of the
northernmost shores of the continent.

Being the seventh in an annual series of conferences represents, for better
and for worse, a considerable tradition in the fast changing world of digital-
library-related research and development. It is still a difficult and slow job to
change traditional forms and formats of communication at – and related to –
scientific conferences, and also to change participants’ expectations. Yet each
new conference builds upon the topics and communities involved in previous
events and inherits the commitment to quality established by its predecessors.

Each year, ECDL has to live up to its role of being “the major European
forum focusing on digital libraries and associated technical, practical, and social
issues,” bringing diverse disciplines and application communities together. There
are still challenges in this respect ahead of us, but the quality and range of papers
and other contributions, combined with opportunities for debate, should ensure
that ECDL 2003 sets high standards for the future.

ECDL 2003 invited contributions from the broadest spectrum of digital-
library-related research, development and practice, an array of 24 topics under
the following headings:

– general concepts, methods, standards, economics and strategies
– collection building, management and integration
– architectures and interoperability
– knowledge organization, discovery and retrieval
– mediation, user interaction and collaboration

All 24 conference topics were covered by paper submissions and by expert
reviewers. As can be seen from all parts of the conference program, even after
highly selective peer review this wide coverage is to a large degree preserved.

The 69 Program Committee members who participated in the review work
represent 27 countries from all continents and many digital-library-related disci-
plines. A further 66 referees shared the peer-review work, assuring three reviews
per submission.

The call for papers resulted in 161 paper submissions, 25% of which were
declared as short papers. This response is one of the largest number of papers
ever submitted to an ECDL conference.

We were able to accept 47 papers, 8 of which are short papers. This is a rather
low acceptance rate of 29% compared with the many highly rated submissions
we received. So the competition turned out to be fierce and high ratings from



VI Preface

the reviewers were required to make the final list of papers for inclusion. The 47
accepted papers are clustered in 13 sessions in two parallel tracks.

The outcome of the lengthy but quality-assuring review process is demon-
strated by the high quality of papers included in this volume of proceedings.

The other elements of the conference program were also subject to quality
assurance processes. 72 posters and demonstrations were submitted to ECDL
2003, a very high number. “Only” 52 could be selected for presentation, 36
posters and 16 demonstrations. At least 9 are combined formats. A late deadline
allowed an invitation to submit demonstrations related to accepted papers, and
posters presenting late-breaking results. The posters will be on display through-
out the whole conference.

Three excellent and widely known colleagues agreed to be the invited speakers
at ECDL 2003: Karen Sparck Jones, Clifford Lynch and John Lervik.

Three exciting panel topics aim at stimulating controversy, lively debate and
active participation of the audience.

The number of tutorials and workshops also far exceeded the number that
could be accommodated. We feature a very rich tutorial program: nine tutorials
are on offer with a good mix of the established and successful with several new
topics on both introductory and advanced levels. The five workshops cover a
broad spectrum of application areas. Tutorials and workshops turn out to be a
good complement to the topics of the paper sessions.

We hope that the interactive potential of these formats will be fully exploited
by conference participants. It will be especially interesting to see if the wireless
network – providing almost ubiquitous Internet access at the conference venue –
can provide new opportunities regarding conference work and communication.

Finally, we want to thank all those who contributed their time and efforts to
make this conference possible: the local Organizing Committee, all the conference
chairs, the Program Committee and the additional referees, the host institutions
and sponsors, the invited speakers, the panellists, tutorial and workshop leaders,
all presenters, speakers, session chairs and participants. A conference is a truly
collective effort.

You will find references to everything related to the conference and further
information at the Web site http://www.ecdl2003.org/.

We are confident that we shall, all together, make ECDL 2003 a well attended,
high-quality and successful conference, offering all participants rich and fruitful
opportunities to share ideas, results and experiences, to gain insights and make
valuable contacts.

June 2003 Traugott Koch
Ingeborg Torvik Sølvberg
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