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PREFACE

The Extensible Markup Language (XML) is playing an increasingly important role in
the exchange of a wide variety of data on the Web and elsewhere. The database com-
munity is interested in XML because it can be used to represent a variety of data for-
mats originating in different kinds of data repositories while providing structure and
the possibility to add type information.

The theme of this symposium is the combination of database and XML tech-
nologies. Today, we see growing interest in using these technologies together for
many Web-based and database-centric applications. XML is being used to publish
data from database systems on the Web by providing input to content generators for
Web pages, and database systems are increasingly being used to store and query XML
data, often by handling queries issued over the Internet. As database systems increas-
ingly start talking to each other over the Web, there is a fast-growing interest in using
XML as the standard exchange format for distributed query processing. As a result,
many relational database systems export data as XML documents, import data from
XML documents, provide query and update capabilities for XML data. In addition,
so-called native XML database and integration systems are appearing on the database
market, and it’s claimed that they are especially tailored to store, maintain and easily
access XML documents.

The first XML Database Symposium, XSym 2003, is a new forum on the com-
bination of database and XML technologies. It is built on several previous XML, Web
and database-related workshops that were held at the CAiSE 2002, EDBT 2002,
NODe 2002 and VLDB 2002 conferences. The goal of this symposium is to provide a
high-quality platform for the presentation and discussion of new research results and
system developments. It is targeted at scientists, practitioners, vendors, and users of
XML and database technologies.

The call-for-papers attracted 65 submissions from all over the world. After a
careful reviewing process, the international program committee accepted 18 high-
quality papers of particular relevance and quality. The selected contributions cover a
wide range of exciting topics, in particular XML query processing, stream processing,
XML-relational mappings, index structures, change management, and new proto-
types. Another highlight of the symposium was the keynote by Mike Franklin, Uni-
versity of Berkeley.

As editors of this volume, we would like to thank once again all program com-
mittee members and all the external referees who gave up their valuable time to re-
view the papers and helped in putting together an exciting program. We would also
like to thank the invited speaker, authors and other individuals, without whom this
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symposium would not have been possible. Moreover, our thanks go out to the local

organizing committee who fulfilled with a lot of patience all our wishes. Finally, we

would like to thank Alfred Hofmann from Springer-Verlag for his friendly coopera-
tion and help in putting this volume together.

July 2003 Montpellier, Bedfont Lakes, Redmond, Leipzig, Essen,

Zohra Bellahsene (General Chair)

Akmal Chaudhri (Program Committee Co-chair)
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Erhard Rahm (Publicity and Communications Chair)

Rainer Unland (Publications Chair)
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