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Preface

Since the beginning of the series of International Conferences on Modeling Tech-
niques and Tools for Computer Performance Evaluation, new challenges have
arisen. Systems have evolved and we are faced with new problems due to, for
example, fully distributed systems or statistical multiplexing of high speed net-
works. During the last decade, we have also noticed the implication of the concept
of dependability on performance studies. On top of that, with the change in the
systems came the change in the attitudes. An increasing number of system de-
signers want to consider as a whole the qualitative and quantitative specifications
of computing and communication systems. These designers believe increasingly
that performance and dependability play a key role in the success of a new prod-
uct. Moreover, they will trust the performance predictions more if these results
are deduced directly from the original specifications.

However, real systems are so complex that often these requirements are not
met. Automation of such performance evaluation processes needs the use of very
powerful tools. Power here means that we should be able to use them for cop-
ing with a large variety of sophisticated systems. An evolution from specific
approaches (with maybe more analytical results) to systematic solutions (us-
ing more hybrid techniques mixing numerical and simulation solutions) is thus
emerging.

We believe that the 17 papers selected by the program committee, in addi-
tion to the 2 invited papers, are representative of the work done and the progress
achieved in these directions. In addition a special focus was put on tool exhibi-
tions: the tool fair includes 21 presentations. This ninth conference of the series
comes after its predecessors:

1984 Paris 1991 Torino
1985 Sophia Antipolis 1992 Edinburgh
1987 Paris 1994 Wien

1989 Palma 1995 Heidelberg

We would like to express our thanks to all those persons and institutions
which have contributed to this conference. In particular, we thank the program
committee members for their work in refereeing and selecting the papers, the
authors of the submitted papers, the invited speakers who accepted to share
their experiences with us, the local organizing committee, and the sponsoring
and supporting organizations.
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