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Preface  

This conference ASIAN'96 represents the second in the hopefully long and suc- 
cessful series of ASIAN~XX conferences. The inaugural conference, last year in 
Thailand, served to bring world-class computer science to the regional academic 
community. Its basic strategy was to use themes representing areas of focus (al- 
gorithms, concurrency, and knowledge), to have a visible international program 
committee, and to have prominent invited speakers. With the partnership of 
INRIA, France, and UNU/IIST, Macau, ASIAN'95 was realized by the Asian 
Institute of Technology, Thailand. 

This year in Singapore, ASIAN'96 serves to continue the tradition. The the- 
mes now are programming, concurrency/parallelism, networking, and security. 
The program committee is international, our keynote speaker is David Harel 
(Weizmann Institute, Israel), and our invited speakers are Jean-Chrysostome 
Bolot (INRIA, France), Gert Smolka (DFKI-Saarbrficken, Germany), and Doug 
Tygar (Carnegie Mellon University, USA). 

We received a surprising 169 submitted papers. Of these, 90 papers came 
from Asia and the rest were mainly from Australia and New Zealand (19 pa- 
pers), Europe (45 papers), and North America (14 papers). The breakdown of 
submissions from Asia is as follows: Japan (30), India (23), Korea (8), China 
(7), Hong Kong (7), Singapore (6), Macau (3), Taiwan (3), Vietnam (2), and 
Philippines (1). The submission and review process was conducted mainly elec- 
tronically. The committee meeting was also held mainly electronically over a 
period of four days. Almost all papers had at least two reviews; most had three 
or more. Eventually, we accepted 31 papers, and in addition, 14 posters. 

We are once again indebted to our main partners, INRIA of France and 
UNU/IIST of Macau. Once again, the Singapore office of CICC (Japan) came 
through with valuable support. Last year, the European Commission was a spon- 
sor and this year their support has been requested. New support this year was 
obtain from ILOG (Singapore) for efforts in constraint programming. Last but 
not least, our home departments in the Asian Institute of Technology and the 
National University of Singapore also provided valuable support. 

October 1996 Joxan Jaffax, NUS & IBM Watson, USA 
Roland H.C. Yap, NUS 
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