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P r e f a c e  

This volume of lecture notes contains revised versions of all accepted papers 
presented at the Second Australian Workshop on Distributed Artificial Intelli- 
gence (DAI'96), together with a set of invited papers. The workshop was held 
in Cairns, Queensland, Australia on August 27, 1996. The goal of the workshop 
was to promote research in distributed a.rtificiai intelligence, both nationally 
and internationally. The workshop covers a wide range of issues in the field 
of distributed artificial intelligence, such as methodology, cooperation, conflict 
resolution, and application. 

Many people have contributed to the success of this workshop. We would like to 
thank all the authors who submitted papers to this workshop. Many thanks also 
to the members of the programme committee who diligently reviewed all the pa- 
pers submitted for this workshop. Special thanks to our invited speaker Professor 
JSrg H. Siekmann from Universit~it des Saarlandes, German Research Center for 
AI (DFKI), Germany. Finally, we thank the editorial staff of Springer-Verlag tbr 
publishing this contribution to the Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence series. 

August 1996 Chengqi Zhang and Dickson Lukose 
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