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Preface  

ISW'97 ,  the 1997 Information Security Workshop, was held at the Ishikawa 
Itigh-Tech Conference Center in 3AIST, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and 
Technology, Ishikawa, Japan, September 17-19. The workshop was sponsored by 
JAIST, Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Engineering Sciences 
Society of IEICE (The Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication 
Engineers), Telecommunications Advancement Foundation, and Ishikawa Prefec- 
ture. The workshop was organized in cooperation with Tokyo Chapter of IEEE 
Information Theory, and Society of Information Theory and Its Applications. 
We are grateful to all these organizations for their support of the workshop. 

One of the goals of ISW'97 was to give young researchers into the field of 
information security an opportunity to present papers at an international con- 
ference. For that purpose, a number of stipends were available to those unable 
to obtain funding to attend the workshop. 

The workshop program addressed a range of topics from theory, technique, 
applications, and experimental work on topics relevant to information security 
and cryptography. The program committee invited Dr. Mihir Bellare (Univer- 
sity of California at San Diego), Dr. Yvo Desmedt (University of Wisconsin at 
Milwaukee), Dr. Bart Preneel (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium) and 
Dr. Yuliang Zheng (Monash University, Australia). Dr. George Robert Blakley 
(Texas A&M University) opened the workshop with general code theory and Dr. 
Ren~ Peralta (University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee) had a special talk on fast 
software encryption. Their talks were stimulating and informative. 

The program committee accepted 25 papers from 39 submissions covering 
cryptanalysis, public-key cryptosystem, signature, hardware/software implemen- 
tation, key management, key sharing, security management, electronic commerce 
and quantum cryptology. The accepted papers came t¥om many countries: Aus- 
tralia, Belgium, Brazil, China, India, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, USA, United 
Kingdom, and Japan. We commend the members of the program committee for 
this excellent program. 

Organizing an international workshop is a time-consuming task. We would 
like to thank the steering committee members, organizing committee members, 
JAIST section for academic exchanges, and JAIST students in Dr. Okamoto's 
Laboratory for helping with many local details. We also thank all session chairs, 
speakers and authors who submitted papers and all participants at ISW'97. 

February 1998 

Eiji Okamoto 
George Davida 
Masahiro Mambo 
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