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Preface 

This volume contains the papers presented at the 9th International Conference 
on Rewriting Techniques and Applications (RTA-98) held in Tsukuba, Japan, 
March 30 - April 1, 1998, at the University of Tsukuba. RTA is the major forum 
for the presentation of new research in all aspects of rewriting, including equa
tional logic, A-calculus, theorem proving, and functional programming. This is 
the first time that RTA was held outside Europe or North America. It is only 
fitting that RTA-98 took place in Japan, as there is a large Japanese research 
community working on rewriting, which has made many important contribu
tions. 

There were 61 submissions from Belgium (1), Denmark (0.5), France (12.17), 
Germany (17.33), Israel (0.5), Italy (1.5), Japan (10), Mexico (0.67), The Nether
lands (0.5), Portugal (1.33), Spain (2), Sweden (1.1), UK (4.5), and USA (7.9), 
of which the program committee selected 22 for presentation. In addition, there 
were invited talks by Hubert Comon, Jan Willem Klop, and Gordon Plotkin. 

This year, for the first time, the program committee awarded a Best Student 
Paper prize. It went to Johannes Waldmann of the University of Jena, Germany, 
for his paper Normalization of S-Terms is Decidable. In this paper Johannes 
Waldmann shows that in Combinatory Logic it is decidable if a ground term 
built from the combinator S alone has a normal form, thus settling a problem 
that had been open for a long time. 

In addition to the usual presentation of research papers, RTA-98, also for the 
first time, featured two workshops. 

Many people helped to make RTA-98 a success. It is a particular pleasure 
to thank Aart Middeldorp and Tetsuo Ida for hosting RTA-98 in Tsukuba, and 
especially for the support they provided (financial and otherwise) right from 
the start. The program committee and 113 additional referees worked hard to 
guarantee a high-quality program. Paliath Narendran helped with the electronic 
advertising. Isabelle Gnaedig handled the poster. Werner Buchert and Gabriele 
Thrner took care of a lot of text processing. RTA-98 was organized in coopera
tion with the Japan Society for Software Science and Technology. The following 
sponsors provided financial support: Chubu Electric Company, Electrotechni
cal Laboratories, International Information Science Foundation, Japan Society 
for the Promotion of Science, Kayamori Foundation of Information Science Ad
vancement, Japanese Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture (Grant
in-Aid for Scientific Research on Priority Areas "Research on the Principles for 
Constructing Software with Evolutionary Mechanisms"), Okawa Foundation for 
Information and Telecommunications, Technical University of Munich, Univer
sity of Tsukuba (Center for Tsukuba Advanced Research Alliance and Institute 
of Information Sciences and Electronics). I am very grateful to all of them. 

Miinchen, February 1998 Tobias Nipkow 
RTA-98 Program Chair 
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