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Abstract 

ESPRIT was launched in 1983 to increase the competitiveness of the European IT 
industry through cooperative R&D. 

Starting with a historical view of the original motivations, the speaker will investigate the 
current status of ESPRIT, as well as give a report on advances and pitfalls of an SME 
(small or medium size enterprise) participating in the programme. 

The talk will conclude with considering whether the programme has met its objectives, 
what the future in cooperative R&D will be, and which effects can already be noted with 
respect to the development of international markets. 

Gtinter R. Koch, born 1947 in Freiburg, FRG, has a B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering and 
a M.Sc. in Computer Science from Karlsruhe University. He is founding chairman and 
technical director of 2i Industrial Informatics, and is responsible for the company's 
contributions within ESPRIT projects such as ToolUse, REX, and ATMOSPHERE. 

He has been a member of a variety of committes and working groups within IFIP, Ada 
Europe and ESPRIT, and is Chief Executive Officer of the local Technology Center 
(TZF) in Freiburg. His current interests include software requirements engineering and 
transformations of specifications into design in the framework of industrial production 
automation. 
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