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Preface 

Euro-Par 

Euro-Par is the annual European Conference on Parallel Processing. Its purpose 
is to gather people interested in any aspects of parallel computing and parallel 
architectures. Euro-Par emerged in 1995 from the former CONPAR-VAPP and 
PARLE conference series. Euro-Par'95 was held in Stockholm and Euro-Par'96, 
in the new workshops format, in Lyon. 

Euro-Par'97 consists of a large panel of workshops on all aspects of parallel 
processing, from theory to practice and from academia to industry. These work
shops are expected to present the latest advances in their respective domains 
and are chaired by leading researchers in the field. 

The workshop format of Euro-Par was incepted in 1996. As explained in the 
proceedings of Euro-Par'96, the idea behind it is to attract more tightly knit 
interest groups, so that the attendees of this large, general-purpose conference 
can be sure to meet people with similar technical background and interest. 

Each workshop is headed by a small programme committee (usually of.four 
people). One member of this committee, the global chair, is reponsible for flesh
ing out the workshop topic in the call for papers, and for attracting high-quality 
submissions. Another member, the local chair, is the interface to the local organi
zation team and, possibly, to related workshops of Euro-Par. Typically, the local 
chair represents the workshop at the programme committee meeting. The other 
members help in the collection of reviews and in the advertising of the work
shop. Thus, each submission to a Euro-Par conference is (or, at least, should be) 
judged by four different peers. 

The workshop papers are divided into three categories. The category deter
mines the length of the paper and of the presentation; a few extra pages (but no 
extra time) can be purchased: 

category page limit extra pages presentation time 

distinguished 12 3 30 min. 
regular 8 2 30 min. 
short 4 1 15 min. 

The conference commences with a day of three-hour high-level tutorials whose 
aim is to expose the audience to practical topics of wide interest in parallel 
processing. The workshops follow, framed by one-hour invited talks which should 
summarize recent developments in research. 

Euro-Par'97 

Twenty workshops called for papers for Euro-Par'97. New this year are the 
topics Object-Oriented Programming, Programming Models and Methods and 
Real- Time Systems and Constraints. We added also a separate workshop on 
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ESPRIT projects. After several merges, 16 workshops remained, which were 
distributed across 6 parallel tracks over four half days, the other two half days 
remaining for the 6 centrally presented invited talks. 

As in the year before, submissions were almost exclusively electronic (except 
for 3 papers); reviewing was exclusively electronic. We received 297 submissions 
for the 20 regular workshops, and we collected 1101 reviews. That is an average 
of 3. 7 reviews per submission. Accepted and appearing in this proceedings are 
154 papers in all: 9 papers in the distinguished category (5.9%), 94 papers in 
the regular category (61%), and 51 papers in the short category (33.1%). Distin
guished papers are indicated in the table of contents with a superscribed asterisk 
behind the title, short papers with a superscribed dagger. 

It is Euro-Par policy that members of the programme committee should 
exercise restraint in submitting papers. We received 10 submissions (3.4%), of 
which 6 were accepted as regular and 1 as short. 

Four papers ended up in a different workshop than the one they were sub
mitted to. 

Submissions were received from 43 different countries; 28 countries are repre
sented in the conference. The three leading countries with almost equally many 
accepted papers are Germany (24), the UK (23) and France (22). The U.S. have 
a similar count. 1 The submission count of all other countries is in the single 
digits. 
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