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PREFACE

This monograph is a revised version of my habilitation
thesis submitted to the presidential council of the Academy
of Science of GDR. It summarizes the results of my research
on branching program based complexity theory over the last
years.

Many people contributed to this work. First of all I want
to thank Lothar Budach. His confidence, criticism, and en-
couragement have been very important for me.

Special thanks are due to my colleagues and friends
Stephan Waack and Matthias Krause for many fruitful discus-
sions on the subject of this paper. 1 benefitted highly from
discussions with Ingo Wegener and from his book "The
Complexity of Boolean Functions".

Thanks go also to Prof. G.Hotz and Prof. G.Asser and the
known and unknown referees of the journals "Theoretical Com-
puter Science”, "Information and Computation", "Journal of
Information Processing and Cybernetics (EIK)", "Fundamenta
Informaticae" and to the members of the program committees
of FCT, MFCS and STACS for the appreciation of my work as
well as for hints and comments.

Ivanka deserves special thanks for her love and patience.

Berlin, April 1989 Ch. M.
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