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Preface  

The fifth International Workshop on Distributed Algorithms (WDAG 91) took place Oc- 
tober 7-9, 1991, in Delphi (where the oracle comes from). The workshop covers the area 
of distributed algorithms and is intended to provide a forum for researchers and other 
parties interested in distributed algorithms, communication networks and decentralized 
systems. The aim is to present recent research results, explore directions for future re- 
search and identify common fundamental techniques that serve as building blocks in many 
distributed algorithms. 

The workshop followed four successful workshops in Ottawa (1985), Amsterdam 
(1987), Nice (1989) and Bari (1990). Since 1987 The WDAG proceedings have been 
published by Springer-Verlag in the Lecture Notes in Computer Science series. 

The 23 papers were selected by the Program Committee from about fifty extended 
abstracts submitted within the announced deadline in response to a call for papers. The 
selection was based--first and foremost--on perceived originality and quality, but also 
on thematic appropriateness and topical balance. The careful screening by the Program 
Committee may be compared to the standard refereeing process. 

It is expected that the authors will prepare extended versions of their papers to be sub- 
mitted for refereed publication in one of the scientific journals. The Program Committee 
wishes to thank all who submitted papers for consideration. 

The Program Committee consisted of: 

Y. Afek (Hebrew U.) 
V. Hadzilacos (U. Toronto) 
J. Van Leeuwen (Utrecht U.) 
N. Santoro (Cartelon U.) 
P. M. B. Vits (CWI and U. Amsterdam) 
D. Dolev (Hebrew U. and IBM Almaden) 
A. Itai (Technion U.) 
F. Mattern (U. Kaiserslautern) 

P. Spirakis (co-chairman) (Patras U.) 
M. Yung (IBM Yorktown) 
C. Dwork (IBM Almaden) 
S. Kutten (IBM Yorktown) 
B. Sanders (ETH Ziirich) 
S. Toueg (co-chairman) (Cornell U.) 
S. Zaks (Technion U.) 

WDAG 91 was organized by the Computer Technology Institute (CTI) of Patras 
University, Greece and the local Arrangements Chair was Prof. L. Kirousis (Patras U.) 

WDAG 91 was followed by an ALCOM activity on Distributed Computing. ALCOM 
stands for the project Algorithms and Complexity of ESPRIT Basic Research Action 
3075 of the European Communities. The ALCOM activity took place in Delphi during 
the afternoon of October 9 and S. Kutten (invited speaker, IBM Yorktown) lectured on 
broadcasting in dynamic networks. 

We wish to express our gratitude to all the members of the Program Committee for 
their cooperation. We would also like to thank all the referees who assisted them. The 
list of referees is as complete as we can and we apologise for any omissions or errors. 
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We gratefully acknowledge the institutions which financially supported this Confer- 
ence: CTI, Techical Chamber of Greece, ALCOM Project of ESPRIT. 

Last but not least, we wish to express our gratitude to the members of the Orga- 
nizing Committee and to the CTI researchers who helped in many things: L. Kirousis, 
P. Spirakis, L. Gourdoupi, Y. Garofalakis, C. Bouras, Ph. Tsigas, V. Kapoulas. Through 
their dedication and effort they made the conference possible. Many thanks are due to 
the people of the Cultural Center of Delphi who hosted the workshop. We also thank 
Ms Fotini Anastasopoulou of Albatros Travel for her excellent and highly professional job 
in handling the organization of the conference. 

Patras, December 1991 Sam Toueg 
Paul Spirakis 

LeReris Kirousis 
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