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Foreword 

The Tenth European Conference on Machine Learning (ECML-98), held in 
Chemnitz, Germany, April 21 - 23, 1998 continues the tradition of earlier EWSL 
(European Working Session on Learning) and ECML conferences, being the 
major European scientific forum for presenting the latest advances in Machine 
Learning research. 

The scientific program of ECML-98 consists of two invited talks by Ken- 
neth De Jong and David D. Lewis, plenary paper presentations, and one-day 
workshops. 

This volume contains the papers relating the invited talks and the papers 
presented at the conference. There are two kinds of papers: full papers (12 pages 
in the proceedings) and research notes (6 pages). The selection of papers was 
based on at least two reviews per submission. Among 100 papers submitted to 
ECML'98, 46 were accepted for publication and presentation (21 as full papers 
and 25 as research notes). The proceedings of the workshops appear as technical 
reports of the Department of Computer Science in Chemnitz. 

We first wish to thank all tim authors for submitting their papers and thus 
making this conference possible. We address special thanks to the members of 
the program committee and reviewers for their great work which contributed to 
the high quality of these proceedings. We wish to extend our gratitude to the 
invited speakers for presenting us their views on innovative fields of Machine 
Learning. 

ECML'98 was organized by the AI Group at Chemnitz University of Technol- 
ogy, Dept. of Computer Science supported by FIRST Business Travel Interna- 
tional, Chemnitz. Our gratitude goes to all members of the Organizing Commit- 
tee, and all other individuals who helped in the organization of the conference. 
We would like to acknowledge all the sponsors of the ECML'98 for supporting 
this scientific event. 

February 1998 
Orsay 

Claire N~dellec 
C~line Rouveirol 
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