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Preface

The First European Conference on Digital Libraries is the first in a series of
European Conferences on Research and Advanced Technology for Digital Li-
braries. It is promoted by the European Research Consortium for Informatics
and Mathematics (ERCIM) and partially funded by the CEU TMR Programme.

The aim of this series of conferences is to give researchers and professionals
from universities, research centres, industry and government the opportunity to
meet annually to discuss evolving research issues and applications. In particular
the objectives are: to bring together researchers from multiple disciplines relat-
ing to the development of digital libraries; to provide an opportunity for these
scientists to form a community in Europe specific to digital library development
and to enable them to discuss issues and strategies specific to the European
context; to assist young researchers in establishing relationships with senior sci-
entists in their areas of interest; to enable review and discussion of research under
way in the world on digital libraries; to stimulate researchers, especially young
scientists, to explore new areas of interest in digital library development.

From a technical point of view, the European Conference goals are to con-
tribute to the definition of those digital library parameters which especially influ-
ence issues of access to, retrieval of and interaction with information; to identify
key problems which must be solved to make digital library service an effective
reality; to identify a general structure or framework for integrating research and
solutions; and to propose and encourage specific, high-priority research directions
within such a framework.

An international programme committee was set up for this Conference with
representatives from 14 countries. It received 50 full paper and 12 poster sub-
missions plus 15 proposals for demos. Each paper was evaluated by 3 reviewers,
and 23 papers of high academic quality were selected for presentation. These
papers cover a wide spectrum of topics which includes information retrieval,
metadata, multilingual and multimedia information retrieval, user interaction
schemes, structured documents and architectures. Poster and demo sessions are
also included in the programme. In addition, two invited talks on digital prop-
erty rights and object database support for digital libraries will be given. The
Conference will close looking towards the future with a panel discussion on new
initiatives for digital collections.

We should like here to thank all those individuals and institutions who have
made this conference possible: IEI-CNR, ERCIM, the CEU TMR Programme,
the programme committee members, the additional unknown referees, the in-
vited speakers, the tutorialists, the panelists, the poster presenters and the
demonstrators, the sponsors, and of course all the participants.

September 1997 Carol Peters and Costantino Thanos
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