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Preface 

In June 1996, we co-organized the WETICE'96 workshop "Web Infrastructure 
/or Collaborative Applications". The need to intensify the inter-disciplinary ex- 
change of ideas, concepts, and results related to collaborative applications be- 
came obvious as we tried to formulate a consolidated workshop report. Moti- 
vated by these experiences we organized the ASIAN'961 post-conference work- 
shop "Coordination Technology/or Collaborative Applications". Again, people 
with an interesting mix of opinions and perspectives contributed to the work- 
shop. At the end of this workshop several encouraging and fruitful discussions 
between the participants emerged. However, we still had the feeling that a more 
general framework was needed to unify the viewpoints and to obtain a deeper 
understanding of this area. We hope that this book is a small contribution to 
this ambitious goal. 

We selected the best contributions to the ASIAN'96 workshop and comple- 
mented them with invited position papers. The outcome is a collection of papers 
focusing either on the technical background, the organizational perspective, or 
the application context. These viewpoints should enable a stimulating and inter- 
esting discourse and we hope that reading this book will extend the perspectives 
on coordination technology and its use for collaboration. 

We hope that you enjoy reading the book as much as we enjoyed editing it. 
If you have questions, comments, or remarks, don't hesitate to contact the 

editors. 

October 1997 Wolfram Conen, Gustaf Neumann 

1 The workshop "Coordination Technology for Collaborative Applications" was held 
as part of the ASIAN'96, the Second Asian Computer Science Conference in Sin- 
gapore, December 2-5, 1996. The conference was organized by the Department of 
Information Systems & Computer Science, National University of Singapore. The 
workshop was organized by Wolfram Conen (University of Essen, Germany), Gustaf 
Neumann (University of Essen, Germany), and Peter Bernus (Griff/th University, 
Australia). 
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