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P r e f ace  

The 2nd Annual European Symposium on Algorithms (ESA'94) was held September 

26-28, 1994, near Utrecht (the Netherlands), in the conference facilities of the 'Na- 

tional Sports Centre Papendal' of the Dutch National Sports Federation. This volume 

contains all contributed papers presented at the symposium, together with extended 

abstracts of the invited lectures by Andrew V. Goldberg (Stanford University) and 

Gaston H. Gonnet (ETH Ziirich). 

ESA was established in 1993 as a main annual event for all researchers interested 

in algorithms, theoretical as well as applied. The international symposium covers all 

research on algorithms and their analysis as it is carried out in the fields of com- 

puter science, discrete applied mathematics and all other areas of algorithm-oriented 

research and its application. The proceedings of ESA'93 appeared as Volume 726 in 

the series Lecture Notes in Computer Science. 

In response to the Call for Papers for ESA'94, the program committee received 

159 submissions, indicating a strong and growing interest in the symposium. The 

program committee for ESA'94 consisted of: 

Helmut Alt (Berlin) 

Giuseppe di Battista (Rome) 

Philippe Flajolet (Paris) 

Alon Itai (Haifa) 

Lefteris Kirousis (Patras) 

Jan van Leeuwen (Utrecht, chairman) 

Thomas Lengauer (Sankt Augustin) 

Jan Karel Lenstra (Eindhoven) 

Andrzej Lingas (Lund) 

Bill McColl (Oxford) 

Friedhelm Meyer a. d. Heide (Paderborn) 

Wojciech Rytter (Warsaw) 

The program committee met on May 16, 1994, in Utrecht and selected 42 contributed 

papers for inclusion in the scientific program of ESA'94. The selection was based on 

originality, quality, and relevance to the study of algorithms, and reflects many of the 

current directions in algorithms research. We wish to thank all those who submitted 

extended abstracts for consideration, and all subreferees and colleagues who helped 

in the extensive evaluation process. 



yl 

The scientific program of ESA'94 evidently shows the gradual expansion of algo- 

rithms research into new areas of computational endeavor in science and industry, and 

the program committee hopes that this component will continue to manifest itself as 

part of the ESA program in future years. 

Many thanks are due to the organizing committee of ESA'94 for making the sym- 

posium happen. The organizing committee consisted of: 

Hans Bodlaender, Marko de Groot, Jan van Leeuwen, Margje Punt, and 

Marinus Veldhorst, 

all from the Department of Computer Science of Utrecht University. ESA'94 was 

sponsored by the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM), the ACM Special 

Interest Group on Algorithms and Computation Theory (SIGACT), the European 

Association for Theoretical Computer Science (EATCS) and the European Research 

Consortium for Informatics and Mathematics (ERCIM). We are grateful to the Royal 

Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW) and Utrecht University for supporting ESA'94. 

We thank the 'National Sports Centre Papendal' of the Dutch National Sports 

Federation for allowing the use of its excellent conference facilities for the symposium, 

the Department of Computer Science of Utrecht University for supporting the orga- 

nization of ESA'94, and Margje Punt for invaluable assistance in all matters related 

to the symposium. 

Utrecht, September 1994 Jan van Leeuwen 
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