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F o r e w o r d  

This volume is a collection of papers presented at the Second International Sym- 
posium on Intelligent Data Analysis (IDA-97) held at Birkbeck College, Univer- 
sity of London, August 4-6, 1997. Our community is growing fast: The first 
Symposium, held in Baden-Baden in 1995, received 69 extended abstracts for 
review; this time we received 107 full papers. We accepted 50, divided equally 
between oral and poster presentations. Each paper was considered by at least 
two independent reviewers and the results were discussed in a meeting of pro- 
gram committee members. 

IDA-97 was a single-track conference consisting of oral and poster presenta- 
tions, invited speakers, demonstrations, and exhibitions. The conference Call for 
Papers introduced a theme, "Reasoning About Data", and many papers comple- 
ment this theme, but other, exciting topics have emerged, including exploratory 
data analysis, data quality, knowledge discovery, and data-analysis tools, as well 
as the perennial technologies of classification and soft computing. A new and 
exciting theme involves analyzing time series data from physical systems, such 
as medical instruments, environmental data, and industrial processes. 

We are very grateful to Professor David Hand, of the Open University, and 
Dr. Larry Hunter, of the National Library of Medicine in Washington D.C., 
for agreeing to give keynote talks. Each has made major contributions and has 
helped to define the interdisciplinary field of intelligent data analysis. 

The symposium owes much to many hard-working individuals. Michael Bert- 
hold handled publicity and publications, and is responsible for this volume. The 
program committee and additional volunteer reviewers read the papers with 
great care and wrote excellent, informative, helpful reviews. Terrie Korpita and 
Peggy Weston at the University of Massachusetts coordinated the international 
reviewing process, a huge job performed flawlessly. The organization at Birkbeck 
has been tremendous. Phil Gregg was responsible for the IDA-97 homepage, 
which served to keep the community abreast of developments and was respon- 
sible in no small part for the increasing size of the symposium. Betty Walters, 
Sylvie Jami, Trevor Fenner, Claude Gierl, and Steven Swift were responsible for 
daily operations, enquiries, registrations, and the details that grew exponentially 
as the conference date drew nearer. The Systems group in Computer Science at 
Birkbeck College provided valuable computing support for the reviewing process 
and conference exhibitions. The symposium would not exist were it not for the 
confidence and financial backing of Birkbeck College, particularly Roger John- 
son, Ken Thomas, and Guy Fitzgerald. 

June 1997 Xiaohui Liu 
Paul Cohen 
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