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In a friendly interdisciplinary debate, we interrogate from several vantage points the question of 
“personhood” in light of contemporary and near-future forms of social AI. David J. Gunkel 
approaches the matter from a philosophical and legal standpoint, while Jordan Wales offers 
reflections theological and psychological. Attending to metaphysical, moral, social, and legal 
understandings of personhood, we ask about the position of apparently personal artificial 
intelligences in our society and individual lives. Re-examining the “person” and questioning 
prominent construals of that category, we hope to open new views upon urgent and much-discussed 
questions that, quite soon, may confront us in our daily lives. 
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