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It gives us a great pleasure to introduce this special issue
focused on the recent advances in various areas of pattern
recognition, machine learning and artificial intelligence.
We congratulate the authors who contributed successful
submissions and thank the reviewers who worked hard on a
tight timeframe.

As a result of the open call for papers, which was widely
disseminated, we received 34 submissions which were
judged to be within scope of the special issue. We
encouraged contributions on any topic under the broad
umbrella of NCAA. In addition, a selection of high-quality
manuscripts presented at MedPRAI 2020 has been invited
to submit an extended version of their work. Each sub-
mission was assigned to one of the guest editors, making
sure that any potential conflict of interest is avoided. We
then solicited reviews from experts in the field following
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the standard practices of the journal. Following a rigorous
reviewing process, which extended to two or three rounds
in some cases, we ultimately accepted 13 papers for pub-
lication in this special issue. These reflect both the range of
the research in the field today and also the depth of the
problems that are being studied.

We believe the research presented in this special issue
will provide a valuable resource for those working in the
field over the coming years. Once again, we thank every-
one who contributed to the success of this special issue,
both authors and reviewers. We also wish to thank journal
staff members for their ongoing support and assistance.
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