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The Publisher has retracted this article in agreement with
the Editor-in-Chief. The article was submitted to be part of a
guest-edited issue. An investigation by the publisher found
a number of articles, including this one, with a number
of concerns, including but not limited to compromised
editorial handling and peer review process, inappropriate or
irrelevant references or not being in scope of the journal or
guest-edited issue. Based on the investigation’s findings the
publisher, in consultation with the Editor-in-Chief therefore
no longer has confidence in the results and conclusions of
this article.

� Chinmay Chakraborty
cchakrabarty@bitmesra.ac.in

Bakhtawar Aslam
bakhtawaraslam786@gmail.com

Abdul Rehman Javed
abdulrehman.cs@au.edu.pk

Jamel Nebhen
j.nebhen@psau.edu.sa

Saira Raqib
sairarqaib@gmail.com

Muhammad Rizwan
muhammad.rizwan@kinnaird.edu.pk

1 Kinnaird College for Women University Lahore, Lahore,
Pakistan

2 Department of Cyber Security, Air University, Islamabad,
Pakistan

3 Department of Electronics, Communication Engineering,
Birla Institute of Technology, Jharkhand, India

4 College of Computer Science and Engineering, Prince Sattam
bin Abdulaziz University, PO. Box: 151, Alkharj, 11942,
Saudi Arabia

Author Abdul Rehman Javed has stated that all authors
disagree with this retraction. The Publisher has been unable
to obtain a current email address for author Muhammad
Rizwan. The online version of this article contains the full
text of the retracted article as Supplementary Information.

Supplementary Information The online version of this article https://
doi.org/10.1007/s00779-021-01596-3 contains supplementary mate-
rial, which is available to authorized users.
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