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The roles models play in science have long been recognised and sparked rich and varied
philosophical debates. In recent years attention has also been paid to the computational
techniques used in the sciences, and the question arose what the implications were
of the use of computer simulations for our understanding of scientific modelling, and
science more generally. This was the subject of the conference “Models and Simula-
tions”, which took place at the IHPST in Paris in June 2006. Selected papers of that
conference appeared in a special issue of this journal (Synthese 169(3) (2009)). After
the conference there was a general feeling that there still was much ground to cover, and
so we decided to organize a follow up a year later. “Models and Simulations 2" took
place in October 2007 at the Tilburg Center for Logic and Philosophy of Science
(TiLPS) in the Netherlands. The conference was made possible due to generous
financial support from IHPST (Paris, CNRS), Universitat de Barcelona, TiLPS
(Tilburg Center for Logic and Philosophy of Science) and the Evert Willem Beth
Foundation.

The papers in this special issue were presented at the conference and selected after
a double-blind review process. We would like to thank the authors and referees of the
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papers for their work, and Vincent Hendricks and John Symons for their support of
the project of another special issue on models and simulations.
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