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Abstract
This study investigated forest fires in the Mediterranean of Türkiye between July 28, 2021, and August 11, 2021. Burn severity 
maps were produced with the difference normalised burned ratio index (dNBR) and difference normalised difference vegetation 
index (dNDVI) using Sentinel-2 images on the Google Earth Engine (GEE) cloud platform. The burned areas were estimated 
based on the determined burning severity degrees. Vegetation density losses in burned areas were analysed using the normalised 
difference vegetation index (NDVI) time series. At the same time, the post-fire Carbon Monoxide (CO) column number densities 
were determined using the Sentinel-5P satellite data. According to the burn severity maps obtained with dNBR, the sum of high 
and moderate severity areas constitutes 34.64%, 20.57%, 46.43%, 51.50% and 18.88% of the entire area in Manavgat, Gündoğmuş, 
Marmaris, Bodrum and Köyceğiz districts, respectively. Likewise, according to the burn severity maps obtained with dNDVI, the 
sum of the areas of very high severity and high severity constitutes 41.17%, 30.16%, 30.50%, 42.35%, and 10.40% of the entire 
region, respectively. In post-fire NDVI time series analyses, sharp decreases were observed in NDVI values from 0.8 to 0.1 in 
all burned areas. While the Tropospheric CO column number density was 0.03 mol/m2 in all regions burned before the fire, it 
was observed that this value increased to 0.14 mol/m2 after the fire. Moreover, when the area was examined more broadly with 
Sentinel 5P data, it was observed that the amount of CO increased up to a maximum value of 0.333 mol/m2. The results of this 
study present significant information in terms of determining the severity of forest fires in the Mediterranean region in 2021 and 
the determination of the CO column number density after the fire. In addition, monitoring polluting gases with RS techniques 
after forest fires is essential in understanding the extent of the damage they can cause to the environment.

Keywords  dNBR · dNDVI · Forest fire · Google Earth Engine · Carbon Monoxide · TROPOMI

Introduction

Forests are renewable natural resources that contribute sig-
nificantly to the economy of countries and play a decisive 
role in the climate and ecosystem (Dixon et al. 2022). The 

temperature and low humidity are two important factors 
that cause forest fires (Masinda et al. 2022). In addition, the 
increase in wind effect causes further damage to forest areas 
during a fire (Esemen 2011; Efthimiou et al. 2020). Detec-
tion of the damaged regions after a fire is critical in revealing 
the severity of the fire and its ecological effects on the eco-
system (Kulakowski and Veblen 2007; Li et al. 2018). Burn 
severity maps reflecting changes in vegetation and forest soil 
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characteristics have a high priority in determining short-term 
measures to be taken after a fire (García-Llamas et al. 2019). 
Forest fire severity is measured by collecting data on tree mor-
tality, canopy loss, or bole and crown scorch (Keeley 2008). 
However, fieldwork after a fire in steep and inaccessible forest 
areas is quite challenging. Today, in parallel with the develop-
ments in satellite technologies, remote sensing (RS) systems 
have started to be used to determine forest burn severity. RS 
utilises optical sensors that can detect data from large areas 
difficult to reach in forest fires, beyond the visible region of 
the electromagnetic spectrum, and provide continuous data. 
Decreases in chlorophyll, especially in burning regions, cause 
an increase in the reflection of the visible region of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum while a decrease in the near-infrared 
region (Escuin et al. 2008). These critical changes in the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum make it possible to detect burning areas 
with RS (García-Llamas et al. 2019). Satellite images before 
and after the fire in large forest areas give information about 
the severity of the fire and its effects on the region (Hantson 
et al. 2013; Teodoro and Amaral 2019).

Burnt areas are most mapped using medium-resolution, 
multispectral satellite images (Goodwin and Collett 2014). 
The electromagnetic spectrum's near-infrared (NIR) and 
short-wave infrared (SWIR) ranges (0.7 to 2.4 μm) are sen-
sitive to post-fire charred vegetation and various substances. 
Medium and low-resolution satellite images with this band 
range, such as 30 m spatial resolution Landsat, 250 m spatial 
resolution Medium Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer 
(MODIS), 1 km spatial resolution Advanced Very High-
Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR), are used for this purpose 
(Storey et al. 2021). Very High Resolution (VHR) satellite 
images are also helpful for disaster management and damage 
assessment (Chung and Kim 2021). Higher spatial resolu-
tion images can better understand the ecological impacts 
of burning areas (Eva and Lambin 2000). For this purpose, 
Landsat images that provide 30 m spatial and 16 days tem-
poral resolution, and Sentinel-2 A/B satellite constellation, 
which provides 10 m spatial and five days temporal resolu-
tion, offer advantages in terms of damage detection and fire 
monitoring immediately after the fire event.

Indices determined using mathematical operations of 
spectral bands are used to determine the plant phenology 
cycle pre-and post-fire and produce burn severity maps. Com-
monly, differenced normalised burn ratio (dNBR) and the 
differenced normalised difference vegetation index (dNDVI) 
are used to measure the impact of fire on biomass (Key and 
Benson 2006; Mathews and Kinoshita 2021). In general, both 
indices successfully detect biomass loss relative to the pre-
fire state of an ecosystem. While dNBR is defined as the dif-
ferences in NBR index before and after the fire, dNDVI is the 
NDVI differences before and after the fire (van Gerrevink and 
Veraverbeke 2021). The normalised burn rate (NBR) is used 
to observe spectral changes after a fire event (Lentile et al. 

2006; Gibson et al. 2020). NDVI is the most basic index to 
show vegetation presence and health. At the same time, the 
normalised difference vegetation index (NDVI) time series 
can explain the increases and decreases in photosynthetic 
activity, vegetation, and biomass (Cheret and Denux 2011). 
Besides RS techniques, the composite burn index (CBI) field 
protocol and modified CBI method (GeoCBI), widely used in 
field studies, are defined as the measurement average of more 
than one environmental variable of post-fire conditions (Key 
and Benson 2006; Picotte et al. 2021).

Several studies have been carried out to detect fire areas 
with RS techniques. Quintano et al. (2011) mapped the burn-
ing areas with Gaussian functions, kernel-based smoothing, 
and adaptive thresholding algorithms on MODIS satellite 
images. They used the burn area index (BAI) and NBR to 
detect burned areas. They tested the accuracy of the maps 
with situ Global Positioning System (GPS) measurements. 
For this purpose, they used j statistics and obtained a high 
accuracy of (j > 0.8). Parks et al. (2014) proposed a new 
Landsat-based burn severity metric, the relativised burn ratio 
(RBR), which provides an alternative to dNBR and RdNBR. 
According to the results in 18 fire zones, dNBR (R2 = 0.761), 
RdNBR (R2 = 0.766) and RBR (R2 = 0.786) were found. 
Botella-Martínez and Fernández-Manso (2017) calculated 
the dNBR, RdNBR and RBR indices for nine fire zones in 
the Valencia region based on Landsat 8 images. Unburned in 
each index is divided into low, moderate, and high classes. In 
the study, the degree of relationship between pre-fire vegeta-
tion and burn severity was examined by analysis of variance. 
Youn & Jeong (2019) used dNBR to map the severity of 
burning areas in Sokcho forests in South Korea using Sen-
tinel-2 images. Gibson et al. (2020) tested the performance 
of traditional burn indices with the random forest (RF) algo-
rithm using Sentinel-2 images. Atun et al. (2020) examined 
forest fires in Athens, Greece, with NBR, dNBR, RBR and 
NDVI. In their study, the size of the vegetation destroyed by 
the fire and the probability of exposure to forest fire were 
determined. Delcourt et al. (2021) used Sentinel-2 images to 
test the use of the most common spectral index in determin-
ing burn severity and found that the dNBR index correlated 
reasonably well with field data. Hu et al. (2021) aimed to 
explain the capacity of deep learning (DL) models to map 
burned areas from single-time multispectral images auto-
matically. For this purpose, several semantic segmentation 
network architectures and machine learning (ML) algorithms 
such as U-Net, HRNet, Fast-SCNN and DeepLabv3 + were 
tested using Sentinel-2 and Landsat-8 images at three wild-
fire sites. Giddey et al. (2022) conducted field observations 
to confirm the dNBR index on Sentinel-2 images in the 
Afrotemperate forest of South Africa. They found a strong 
correlation between field observations and dNBR (R2 = 0.69). 
There are studies on vegetation change, especially after the 
fire in the burned areas. Cheret & Denux (2011) evaluated the 
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fire susceptibility of Mediterranean vegetation by analysing 
the NDVI time series of MODIS Terra images from 2000 
to 2006. Lanorte et al. (2014) used SPOT-VEGETATION 
NDVI time series and Fisher-Shannon (FS) statistical method 
to investigate the vegetation dynamics before and after the 
fire. Uyeda et al., (2015) used MODIS NDVI time series to 
monitor post-fire recovery in chaparral thickets in Southern 
California. (Bar et al. 2020) compared the performance of 
three machine-learning approaches for burnt area detection 
based on Sentinel-2 and Landsat-8 data in the GEE frame-
work. Their results show superior classification accuracy of 
97–100% for the Classification and Regression Tree (CART) 
and RF algorithms while slightly lower accuracy for the Sup-
port Vector Machine (SVM). Seydi et al. (2021) (Seydi et al. 
2021) detected forest fires in Australia and burned areas 
using the k-Nearest Neighbors (kNN), RF, and SVM machine 
learning algorithms using Sentinel-2 and MODIS images on 
the GEE platform. MODIS images (MCD12Q1) were used 
to detect LULC in the study. They determined that the RF 
algorithm was more successful than the others in detectiong 
of the burned areas. Smith-Ramírez et al. (2022) investigated 
the short- and long-term behaviour of the Chilean sclerophyl-
lous vegetation between 1985 and 2015 with Landsat images.

Burning is a chemical event that occurs with the oxi-
dation and decomposition of organic matter and living 
and dead vegetation (De la Rosa et al. 2008). As a result 
of this chemical event, various polluting gases are emit-
ted into the environment. Different gases such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), and carbon monoxide 
(CO) can be listed as examples of these polluting gases 
(Satyendra et al. 2013). During a forest fire, these gases 
and other pollutants penetrate the air in large quantities 
(Michel et al. 2005). Reahard et al., (2010) calculated var-
ious pollutant gases from sugarcane and swamp burning 
off the coast of Louisiana, USA, using MODIS, Advanced 
Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer 
(ASTER), and Landsat-TM images. The TROPOspheric 
Monitoring Instrument (TROPOMI) sensor on the Sen-
tinel-5P satellite helps to monitor the gases emitted after 
a fire and make environmental assessments (Xulu et al. 
2021). Schneising et al. (2019) developed a new algo-
rithm, Weighting Function Modified Differential Opti-
cal Absorption Spectroscopy (WFM- DOAS), to obtain 
CO and CH4 values simultaneously from the Sentinel-5P 
satellite data. This algorithm was developed to perform 
mutual validation with other algorithms. Vahid et  al. 
(2020) carried out Spatio-temporal changes in the amount 
of CO in the air in Iran for 14 months through Sentinel-5 
data. Magro et al. (2021) evaluated the spatial distribution 
of CO and CH4 after the fire in Portugal with Sentinel 
5P images. CO concentrations were observed on 21 July 
2019 and 7 August 2018, with CO columns exceeding 
4.5 × 1018 and 6 × 1018 molecules/cm2, respectively.

Many studies have been conducted using Sentinel-5P sat-
ellite data for air pollution monitoring, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic period. For example, Mehmood et al. 
(2021) monitored column number density values of NO2 and 
PM2.5 pollutants in three provinces of Pakistan from March 
22, 2020 to June 30, 2020 (during COVID-19). Sentinel-
5P TROPOMI data for NO2 value and PM2.5 value were 
recorded from sampling sties. Faisal et al. (2021) monitored 
CO, O3, SO2, and NO2 polluting gases with Sentinel-5P 
images during the COVID-19 pandemic (from November 
2020 to December 2020) in Indonesia. In this study, the 
decrease in CO, NO2, and O3 gas column number density 
was determined. Ghasempour et al. (2021) calculated NO2 
and SO2 gas column number density values using Sentinel-
5P TROPOMI, and Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) from 
MODIS data in Türkiye during the COVID-19 period in the 
GEE platform. Shami et al. (2022) monitored NO2 and CO 
gas column number density during the COVID-19 lockdown 
period in Iran as well. They used Sentinel-5P TROPOMI 
data on the GEE platform in three periods covering the dates 
11 March-8 April 2019, 2020 and 2021 in the study.

This study was examined under two primary moti-
vations. In the first section, the significant wildfire that 
emerged at five different points on the southern coast of 
Türkiye that affected the Mediterranean coastline for about 
15 days was examined with dNBR and dNDVI indexes on 
the GEE platform using Sentinel-2 satellite images. In the 
second section, it is evaluated that burn severity influences 
CO column number density. The changes in CO gas emit-
ted into the atmosphere during the wildfire were moni-
tored using TROPOMI data based on Sentinel-5P satellite 
observations. Thus, the spread of polluting gases, which 
are difficult to follow during a forest fire, was observed, 
and the effects of the fire on environmental pollution were 
analysed. In addition, Sentinel-5P satellite images are an 
instrumental dataset in monitoring polluting gases emitted 
during a fire. This study showed that using Sentinel-2 and 
Sentinel-5P data would be significant in monitoring forest 
fires and revealing wildfire's atmospheric effect. There are 
many studies on the use of indexes whose accuracy has 
been proven by many studies in the examination of forest 
fires. In addition, there are studies investigating atmos-
pheric pollution using Sentinel 5P satellite data. However, 
much more work is still needed on this topic. Examining 
the forest fires, which caused great destruction in 2021, 
together with their polluting effects on the environment, 
reveals the innovative aspect of this study. This study is 
essential in two aspects; it provides a basis for monitor-
ing vegetation recovery in the forest after a fire, and the 
other important aspect is that it is a guide for the use of 
satellite-based data in future forest fires for rapid damage 
detection, monitoring the spread of polluting gases, and 
taking the necessary precautions.
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Study area

This study examines the large wildfires that began on 
28.07.2021 and lasted about 15 days along the Mediterra-
nean coast of Türkiye. The wildfire broke out at five different 
points within the borders of the Manavgat and Gundogmuş 
districts of Antalya and Marmaris, Bodrum, and Koycegiz 
districts of Mugla (Fig. 1).

Antalya province is located on the western Mediterra-
nean coast of southwest Türkiye. In general, the summers 
are hot and dry in that region. The maquis is the dominant 
vegetation in the Mediterranean region. There are red pine 
forests in the upper parts of the city (https://​www.​antal​ya.​
bel.​tr/). The highest temperature was at 45˚C between 1930 
and 2020 in Antalya, while the lowest was at -4.6˚C (https://​
www.​mgm.​gov.​tr/). Manavgat district is about 77 km away 
from the city centre of Antalya. It is the second-largest dis-
trict in terms of surface area and the third-largest district 
in terms of population in Antalya (https://​www.​tuik.​gov.​
tr/). The Taurus Mountains surround the Manavgat to the 
north. The district has a rough terrain besides flat plains 
from the sea to the interior. The Alara Stream and Karpuz 
Stream, which form the eastern borders, and the Manavgat 
River from the district centre and the Manavgat Waterfall 
are world-famous in Türkiye. It is the town of Gundogmus, 
approximately 149 km from the centre of Antalya. It is a 
town built on the Western Taurus and Geyik Mountains. 

The average altitude from the sea is 900 m. Although the 
Mediterranean climate is dominant, it shows somewhat con-
tinental climate characteristics in winter. Mugla, located in 
the South of Türkiye, is in the Aegean region, although a 
small part of it lies in the Mediterranean. Mugla is under 
the influence of the Mediterranean climate. The mountains 
extend parallel to the sea and reach 800 m. Mugla is one of 
the wealthiest regions of Türkiye in terms of forests. Mug-
la's highest temperature was measured at 42.1 ˚C between 
1928–2020, while the lowest was -12.6 ˚C (https://​www.​
mgm.​gov.​tr/). Marmaris, surrounded by Datca Peninsula 
and Kerme Bay in the west, Ula in the north, Balan Moun-
tain, Karadag and Daily Hills in the east, and the Medi-
terranean Sea in the South, is one of the most important 
districts of Mugla. It is approximately 55 km from Mugla 
city centre. In the district, where the Mediterranean cli-
mate is dominant, summers are hot and dry, while winters 
are warm and rainy. Bodrum, one of the most important 
touristic places in the region, is located 110 km from the 
centre of Mugla, and most of the territory of Bodrum is in 
a peninsula that bears its name. It has a climate consisting 
of the synthesis of Aegean and Mediterranean climates. The 
historically significant town of Koycegiz, located approxi-
mately 73 km from the centre of Mugla, took its name from 
the Koycegiz Lake, which has a coast. The Mediterranean 
climate is dominant in the coastal parts of the region, and in 
the mountainous parts, the continental climate is prevalent.

Fig. 1   Study area

https://www.antalya.bel.tr/
https://www.antalya.bel.tr/
https://www.mgm.gov.tr/
https://www.mgm.gov.tr/
https://www.tuik.gov.tr/
https://www.tuik.gov.tr/
https://www.mgm.gov.tr/
https://www.mgm.gov.tr/
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Material and method

Satellite data

In the first step of the study, Sentinel-2 (MSI) images that 
the GEE platform provides free access to were used. For this 
purpose, image collections were created before and after the 
fire, considering each region's fire exit and end times. The 
image collection date ranges for each fire zone are given in 
Table 1. Sentinel-2 satellite, a part of the European Com-
mission's (EC) Copernicus program, consists of two satel-
lites sent by European Space Agency (ESA), Sentinel-2A 
and Sentinel-2B. The Multispectral Instrument (MSI) sensor 
used in Sentinel-2A and Sentinel-2B satellites has a 12-bit 
radiometric resolution (Astola et al. 2019). Each one has 13 
spectral bands, and the spatial resolution of the band ranges 
from 10 to 60 m. In this study, "COPERNICUS/S2_SR" 
(L2A) images in GEE are Bottom of Atmosphere (BOA) 
corrected images in World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS 
1984) coordinates (Cordeiro et al. 2021). After applying the 
water and cloud masks to the created image collections, the 
mosaicking was done and turned into a single image with 
median statistics. Keeping the pre-fire date range wider or 
smaller did not significantly affect the pre-burn spectral 
reflectance. However, the date range is essential in choos-
ing the dates after the fire in terms of the sharp change in 
the pixel reflection values in the entire burned area. NBRpre, 
NBRpost, dNBR, NDVIpre, NDVIpost, and dNDVI indexes 
were calculated on the images with the median statistics 
applied with JavaScript code on the GEE platform. In addi-
tion to these indices, an image collection was created to 
include the months of May and September of 2021. Time 
series analysis was performed by calculating NDVI for each 
collection created.

In the second stage of the study, environmental pollution 
was investigated by producing maps of CO, which is the 
pollutant gas emitted by burning forests in the Mediterra-
nean Region. For this purpose, Sentinel-5P satellite images 
were used. The TROPOMI sensor integrated with the sat-
ellite is a Top of Atmosphere (TOA) nadir imaging spec-
trometer covering wavelength bands between ultraviolet and 
short-wave infrared. TROPOMI operates in a push-broom 

configuration with a swath of ~ 2600 km on the Earth's sur-
face (Tian et al. 2022). The TROPOMI instrument measures 
the column number density of polluting gases such as CH4, 
Sulfur dioxide (SO2), Nitrogen dioxide (NO2), Ozone (O3), 
CO and atmospheric formaldehyde (HCHO) (Faisal et al. 
2021). TROPOMI observes the global amount of CO using 
clear sky and cloudy sky Earth illumination measurements 
in the 2.3 µm spectral range of the SWIR portion of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum. TROPOMI precise sky observations 
provide CO accumulation columns sensitive to the tropo-
spheric boundary layer (Magro et al. 2021). For cloudy envi-
ronments, column sensitivity varies with light path. There 
are two versions of Sentinel-5P datasets, Near Real-Time 
(NRTI) and Offline (OFFL). The NRTI product is given in 
5-min data granules, while the OFFL data is given accord-
ing to each satellite orbit (Verhoelst et al. 2021). Processing 
algorithms are the same for both products. For both OFFL 
and NRTI products, the quality value qa_value > 0.5 is 
required when using CO data (Tian et al. 2022). TROPOMI 
CO data consists of 1,000 m thick vertical layers equidis-
tant from the ground for each pixel. Sentinel-5P images are 
represented on the GEE platform with a spatial resolution 
of 0.01 arc degrees (1.11 km) (Ghasempour et al. 2021). In 
this study, in which Sentinel-5P TROPOMI NRTI product 
was used, images were obtained at intervals of 2–3 days, 
covering the fire areas completely, considering the dates in 
Table 1, in order to understand the spread of CO gas.

Wind data

MERRA-2 is a model created by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) Office of Global Mod-
elling and Assimilation (GMAO) using the GEOS-5.12.4 
system (Reichle et al. 2017a). Since 1980, MERRA-2 has 
provided hourly global forecasts of atmospheric conditions 
(Reichle et al. 2017b), using hourly wind speed and direction 
at a grid-level (m/s) 0.5˚ × 0.625˚ between July 7, 2021 and 
August 22, 2021 for each fire zone.

Türkiye air quality monitoring network

The Türkiye Air Quality Monitoring Network is affiliated 
with the Turkish Ministry of Environment and Urbaniza-
tion, which records the concentration of pollutants every 
hour and has 355 monitoring stations. Other stations in the 
fire zones do not measure CO gas. Therefore, in this study, 
the CO measurement data of Serik station, which is 34 km 
away from the Manavgat district, and covers a large area, 
was used. The data collected from satellite observations over 
an average of two days, covering pre-fire and post-fire, were 
compared with the station measurements. The data used 
were downloaded from the (https://​www.​havai​zleme.​gov.​

Table 1   Satellite image date ranges used for the collection

Region Pre-fire start/end Post-fire start/end

Manavgat 01–07-2021/25–07-2021 26–07-2021/08–08-2021
Gundogmus 01–07-2021/25–07-2021 26–07-2021/08–08-2021
Marmaris 01–07-2021/25–07-2021 26–07-2021/04–08-2021
Bodrum 01–07-2021/25–07-2021 26–07-2021/08–08-2021
Koycegiz 01–07-2021/25–07-2021 02–08-2021/19–08-2021

https://www.havaizleme.gov.tr/
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tr/) platform. In this study, the TROPOMI data accuracy 
was evaluated using ground measurement stations.

Methodology

Fire partially destroys the land surface by reducing veg-
etation, density, greenery, and water content. This change 
alters the spectral response of the land surface (Boer et al. 
2008). The detected spectrum's visible and NIR reflectivity 
decreases, and the SWIR reflectivity increases (Lentile et al. 
2006). NBR is an effective method to measure burn sever-
ity in various plant species. This index can determine the 
severity of burns by determining chemical changes such as 
blackening and powdery mildew caused by burning in veg-
etation. Green plants reflect the NIR wavelength highly and 
give a high reflection in the SWIR band in dry and unburned 
soil, and the NBR index was calculated using these features 
(Mathews and Kinoshita 2021). The NBR index is the 
ratio of the reflectance difference between the two spectra, 
expressed as Eq. 1 (Key and Benson 2006). The NBR index 
takes values ranging from -1 to + 1.

where the NIR band for Sentinel-2 images is B8, and the 
SWIR band represents B12. The B8 has a 10 m spatial res-
olution, while the B12 has 20 m. In this study, B12 was 
resampled to a spatial resolution of 10 m by the bilinear 
interpolation method. Thus, the resulting maps have a 10 m 
spatial resolution.

Although the NBR index is used to show the area affected 
by the fire on a single map, the dNBR calculated with the 
NBR index differences calculated before and after the fire is 
widely used to measure the severity of the fire. dNBR index 
is calculated by Eq. 2. Areas with high dNBR indicate the 
degree of severe burn, while low and negative values repre-
sent less burn severity and unburned areas.

Key & Benson (2006) suggested burn severity levels were 
used in this study. As shown in Table 2, burn severity levels 
were checked at five different levels.

The NDVI can predict vegetation and biomass change 
pre-fire and post-fire (Mathews and Kinoshita 2021). The 
NDVI was developed by Rouse et al. in 1974. It uses red 
and NIR reflected by vegetation. Healthy vegetation absorbs 
most of the visible light and reflects most NIR. In contrast, 
unhealthy or sparse vegetation reflects the most visible and 
very little NIR (Rouse et al. 1974). NDVI calculations for a 
given pixel always result in a value ranging from (-1) to (+ 1) 
(Arekhi et al. 2019). Very low NDVI values (< 0.1) indicate 
barren rock, sand and barren areas. Soil gets a shallow NDVI 

(1)NBR =
NIR − SWIR

NIR + SWIR

(2)dNBR = NBRpre − NBRpost

value, and this value is between 0.1–0.2. Shrub, pasture and 
sparse vegetation areas take values between 0.2–0.5. High 
NDVI values represent dense green areas such as forests and 
cultivated areas (Dindaroglu et al. 2021).

NDVI (Eq. 3) was calculated for Sentinel-2 images in the 
study. The vegetation index was used to estimate biomass 
change before and after the fire. Thus, spatial and ecological 
changes in the distribution of vegetation after the fire can 
be determined (Hope et al. 2007; Mathews and Kinoshita 
2021). Also shown is Eq. 4 the dNDVI obtained using the 
pre-fire and post-fire differences.

where The RED band represents B4. Both bands have a spa-
tial resolution of 10 m.

(Morante-Carballo et al. 2022) divided the dNDVI index into 
six classes to determine burn severity (Table 3). In this study, the 
dNDVI index was calculated with the NDVI differences calcu-
lated pre- and post-fire and reclassified into six classes.

Accuracy Assessment

The accuracy assessment of the study was examined using 
a confusion matrix. The confusion matrix was constructed 
with four parameters: true positive (TP), false positive (FP), 
true negative (TF), and false negative (FN) (Table 4). Vari-
ous accuracy values ​​can be calculated using this matrix. As 
shown in Table 5 for this study: overall accuracy (OA), kappa 
(κ), recall, specificity, precision (PCC), balanced accuracy 
(BA), F1-score (FS), false alarm (FA), miss-detection (MD) 
were calculated (Wang et al. 2018; Seydi et al. 2021).

(3)NDVI =
NIR − RED

NIR + RED

(4)dNDVI = NDVIpre − NDVIpost

Table 2   Burn severity (dNBR) 
classification (not scaled)

Severity Level dNBR Values

High  > 0.66
Moderate-High 0.44–0.65
Moderate-Low 0.27–0.43
Low 0.1–0.26
Unburned  < 0.1

Table 3   Burn severity (dNDVI) 
classification

Severity Level dNDVI Values

Very High  > 0.45
High 0.33–0.44
Moderate 0.20–0.33
Low 0.13–0.20
Very Low 0.08–0.13
Unburned  < 0.07

https://www.havaizleme.gov.tr/
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This work was carried out in JavaScript using the GEE 
platform. The work consists of the following steps. (1) First, 
appropriate satellite passes were detected at the fire date 
(2) Water masks were applied to the cloud and selected 
images. (3) Created collections were resampled, mosaics 
created, and median statistics applied. (4) NBR and NDVI 
index were calculated for pre-fire and post-fire images. (5) 
dNBR and dNDVI were calculated using NBR and NDVI 
pre- and post-fire index results. (6) Burn severity maps, and 
combustion areas were created according to the calculated 
dNBR and dNDVI. (7) NDVI time series analyses were per-
formed for the burned areas. (8) The correlation between 
dNDVI and dNBR after the fire was determined. (9) Cre-
ated "ImageCollection" for CO concentration for pre-fire, 
fire time and post-fire dates. (10) qa_value > 0.5 masks were 
applied. (11) Mosaics were created, and median statistics 
were applied. (12) The correlation between the CO con-
centration detected by the TROPOMI sensor and the values ​​
measured with the Serik station of the Turkish Air Quality 
Monitoring Network was calculated. The methodology flow-
chart is given in Fig. 2.

Results

Burned area mapping

The accuracy assessments obtained by constructing the 
confusion matrix of both burn severity maps are given in 
Tables 6 and 7. The accuracy assessment for each of the 

five fire zones was calculated separately. The study's accu-
racy was evaluated with random points ranging from 249 to 
1738 according to the size of the burned area. The accuracy 
assessment was above 80%, revealing that the fire areas are 
generally correctly detected. Although the OA value in the 
dNDVI was generally successful compared to the dNBR, 
it was seen that the dNBR was more successful in other 
validation metrics. In the Manavgat forest fire, while OA 
was 85.06% in the dNDVI, it was 81.98% in the dNBR. The 
specificity calculated in the dNBR was 63.15%, and the PCC 
value was 87.01%. At the same time, the FA value was cal-
culated as 37.99 and the MD as 0. When these values are 
evaluated, it can be said that the dNBR gives more accurate 
results than the dNDVI. In Gundogmus, another fire zone, 
the OA value was calculated as 80% in the dNBR, while the 
OA value was calculated as 74.79% in the dNDVI. It was 
seen that the dNBR was more successful in other accuracy 
metrics. When the forest fire in Marmaris was examined, 
while the OA value was 89.28% in the dNBR, the OA value 
was 93.66% in the dNDVI. When the other metrics in this 
region were examined, the dNDVI gave a more successful 
result than the dNBR. In Bodrum and Koycegiz fires, the 
OA values of both indexes were quite close to each other. 
When other metrics are examined, it can be said that dNBR 
is more successful in the Bodrum fire and dNDVI is more 
successful in the Koycegiz fire.

The maps produced with the dNBR and dNDVI indices 
used to map the forest fires in the study area are given in 
Fig. 3. For the dNBR, there are five levels of burn severity: 
high, medium–high, medium–low, low, and unburned (Key 
and Benson 2006). The dNDVI is divided into six different 
classes: unburned, very low severity, low severity, moder-
ate severity, high severity, and very high severity (Morante-
Carballo et al. 2022).

The burn severity regions calculated according to the 
dNBR and dNDVI indexes are given in Table 8. When 
the burned areas found with the dNBR were examined, 
the total burned area in the Manavgat district of Antalya 

Table 4   Confusion matrix (Wang et al. 2018; Seydi et al. 2021)

Predicted

Burned Unburned

Actual Burned TP FN
Unburned FP TN

Table 5   The metrics which 
were used in the accuracy 
assessment of burn severity 
maps (Wang et al. 2018; Seydi 
et al. 2021)

OA (TN+TP)

N

κ PCC−
(TP+FP)x(TP+FN)+(FN+TN)x(FP+TN)

(TN+TP+FP+FN)2

1−
(TP+FP)x(TP+FN)+(FN+TN)x(FP+TN)

(TN+TP+FP+FN)2

Recall (TP)

(TP+FN)

Specificity (TN)

(TN+FP)

PCC (TP)

(TP+FP)

BA (Recall+Specificity)

2

FS 2xTP

(2xTP+FP+FN)

FA (FP)

(TN+FP)

MD (FN)

(TP+FN)
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Fig. 2   Workflow chart showing the production of dNBR and dNDVI maps and calculation of CO column number density on the GEE platform

Table 6   Accuracy assessment of burn severity maps obtained according to the dNBR

Region OA (%) κ Recall (%) Specificity (%) PCC (%) BA (%) FS (%) FA (%) MD (%) Number of points

Manavgat 81.98 0.636 99.78 63.15 87.01 81.01 93.05 37.99 0.00 1,043
Gundogmus 80.00 0.604 100.00 60.94 70.93 80.47 82.99 39.06 0.00 249
Marmaris 89.28 0.701 100.00 62.01 87.01 81.01 93.05 37.99 0.00 1,738
Bodrum 89.07 0.716 100.00 64.52 86.35 82.26 92.68 35.48 0.00 501
Koycegiz 93.30 0.774 97.98 74.32 93.93 86.15 95.91 25.68 2.02 927



229Earth Science Informatics (2023) 16:221–240	

1 3

was 57,828.38 ha. In this determined area, 7,367.79 ha 
area was not affected by the fire, while 50,460.59 ha area 
was affected by the fire with different burn severity. The 
moderate-low severity area in the burned area was calcu-
lated as 16,130.90 ha, covering 27.89% of the burned area. 
The sum of high, moderate-high, and low severity areas is 
34,329.69 ha and covers 59.36% of the total area. In the 
Gundogmus district of Antalya, the entire area affected 
by the fire is 15,372.07 ha. A place of ​​2,165.06 ha within 
the boundaries of the fire area was not affected by the fire 
at all. This area has a proportion of 14.08% of the entire 
area. The area affected by the low-severity fire is 5,767.73 
hectares. The sum of high, moderate-high, and moderate-
low severity areas was calculated as 7,439.28 ha, covering 
48.39% of the total area. The entire area was calculated 
as 10,583.96 ha in the fire that broke out in the Marmaris 
district of Mugla. Within this area, an 813.18 ha area was 
determined as unburned. This area corresponds to 7.68% 
of the entire area. The moderate-high severity area of ​​the 
region was calculated as 2,889.83 ha. This area has 27.30% 
of the whole area. High, moderate-low, and low severity 
areas cover 22,024.79 ha, 2,795.41 ha, and 2,060.75 ha, with 
a total burned area rate of 19.13%, 26.41%, and 19.47%. 
The whole area covered by the burned area in the Bodrum 
district of Mugla is 17,614.88 ha. The unburned area in this 
area is 2,193.10 ha. This area covers 12.45% of the entire 
area. The area of ​​moderate-high severity burning in the 
region is 5.436.63 ha. This area covers 30.86% of the whole 
area and is the region with the highest burn severity rate. 
The sum of high, moderate-low, and low severity areas is 
9,985.15 ha and covers 56.69% of the total area. Finally, the 
entire area affected by the fire in the Koycegiz district of 
Mugla province is 11,363.41 ha. The unburned area covers 
2,110.01 ha, 18.57% of the total burned area. The low sever-
ity area covers 35.43% of the area, with 4,025.92 ha. The 
sum of the high, moderate-high, and moderate-low severity 
areas is 5,227.48 ha and covers 46.00% of the total area. 
The fire affected a total of 112,762.70 ha area in the Antalya 
and Mugla provinces. Among the burned areas, the district 
most affected by the fire was Manavgat, with 57,828.38 ha. 
The least affected district was Marmaris, with 10,583.96 ha. 
In the burn severity maps produced, the high severity in 
all regions was 13.00%, moderate-high severity 22.00%, 

moderate low severity 27.00%, low severity 26.00%, and 
unburned area 13.00%. In the dNDVI, the burning sever-
ity was examined at six degrees. In the Manavgat district, 
while the ratio of high-severity and moderate severity grades 
in the dNBR was 34.64%, the sum of very high severity 
and high severity grades in the dNDVI was calculated as 
41.17%. In the forest fire in the basement, while the sum of 
the ratio of high-severity and moderate severity degrees in 
the dNBR was 51.50%, the sum of the very high severity 
and high severity degrees in the dNDVI was calculated as 
42.35%. In these two forest fires, it was observed that the 
areas with high burning degrees were close to each other in 
both indexes. It was observed that this difference was higher 
in Gundogmus, Marmaris, and Koycegiz fires.

The correlation between the dNBR and the dNDVI was 
calculated separately for each fire zone. This calculation was 
performed using ArcGIS Pro software with 1,000 random 
points for each fire zone. The dNBR and dNDVI values 
for each point were then calculated using Microsoft Excel 
software, Pearson's correlation coefficient R and R2 values 
were calculated, and scatter plot charts were shown (Fig. 4). 
According to Fig. 4, the highest correlation between the two 
indexes was observed in the Marmaris fire with the highest 
R-value of 0.941 and in the Bodrum fire with an R-value of 
0.915. The lowest R-value was calculated in the Gundogmus 
fire at 0.754. It can be easily said that there is a high positive 
correlation with a correlation value above 0.70 in all fires.

Determination of green area loss with NDVI 
and time series analysis

A great deal of forest and vegetation loss occurred in burned 
areas. It is possible to determine the vegetation density in 
remotely sensed images with the NDVI (Gitelson et al. 2014; 
Duarte et al. 2018). It is crucial to reveal a significant dif-
ference in the images obtained pre- and post-fire in terms 
of post-fire destruction. Pre- and post-fire NDVI maps of 
all burned regions are shown in Fig. 5a-j. When the vegeta-
tion density pre-fire is represented by a green colour (pixel 
value ~ 0.9) on the maps, this colour changes to yellow and 
brown (pixel value < 0.1) post-fire.

In most of the studies in the literature, the NDVI is widely 
used to determine the damage to the plant density of burned 

Table 7   Accuracy assessment of burn severity maps obtained according to the dNDVI

Region OA (%) κ Recall (%) Specificity (%) PCC (%) BA (%) FS (%) FA (%) MD (%) Number of points

Manavgat 85.06 0.638 99.34 58.61 81.64 78.97 89.62 41.39 0.66 1,043
Gundogmus 74.79 0.498 98.31 51.67 66.67 74.99 79.45 48.33 1.69 249
Marmaris 93.66 0.832 100.00 77.49 91.90 88.75 95.78 22.51 0.00 1,738
Bodrum 88.84 0.709 99.71 64.29 86.32 82.00 92.53 35.71 0.29 501
Koycegiz 94.29 0.824 95.76 88.33 97.09 92.05 96.42 11.67 4.24 927
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Fig. 3   Spatial distribution of burn severity maps created according to dNBR and DNDVI indexes
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areas (Barbosa et al. 1999; Junaidi et al. 2021; Konkathi and 
Shetty 2021). Time-series analyses were performed on the 
GEE platform for the fires in Antalya and Mugla provinces 
between 01.01.2017 and post-fire until 21.09.2022 (Fig. 6). 
When Fig. 6 is examined, NDVI values in all fire regions 
between 2017–2021 were 0.5–0.8 before and remained 
between 0.2–0.4 after the fire. In 2021–2022, NDVI values 
fell between 0.1–0.2, sharply decreasing after January. After 
the cleaning works were carried out in the burned areas after 
the fire, the effects of the fire became clearer. According to 
the average NDVI values in burnt areas, it can be said that 
shrubs and bare land remain.

Spatio‑temporal distribution of CO column number 
density over post fires

After the forest fires in Antalya and Mugla in 2021, plenty of 
CO gas was emitted into the atmosphere, especially from the 
trees that were not completely burned. To better observe the 
amount of this emitted gas and its increase during the fire, 
CO gas time series were created for each fire zone between 
01.01.2021 and 31.12.2021 (Fig. 7). The time series created 
for each fire zone represents the average value of the pixels 
within the fire boundaries. According to Fig. 7, while the 
average CO value was around 0.03 mol/m2 over the past 
one-year period, it reached 0.14 mol/m2 levels during the 
fires (red box). After the fires, the CO remained at an aver-
age of 0.05 mol/m2 until August (blue box). The decrease to 
0.03 mol/m2 level was realised after September. According 
to these results, CO gas decreased to the average level one 
month after the fire.

Pollutant gases emitted by burning fires to the atmosphere 
tend to spread due to various atmospheric conditions, espe-
cially wind. Especially the fact that the fires that occurred in 
the Mediterranean region in 2021 were close to each other, 
both spatially and temporally, caused the spread of pol-
luting gases over large areas. For this purpose, the fires in 
Antalya and Marmaris provinces were investigated in wide 
acreages. The amounts of CO emitted into the atmosphere 
during the Antalya and Mugla forest fires in the summer of 
2021 are shown in Fig. 8a-d. These three categories were 
used in the legend to represent the CO amount. Date ranges 
were determined as pre-fire, during the fire, and post-fire. 
The maps covering the entire region were filtered on the 
GEE platform and created an image collection. The desired 
date range images were obtained by applying the median 
statistics on the resulting map collections. The fire started 
in Manavgat between 18–29 July 2021, and the CO column 
number density in the atmosphere was monitored between 
0.022–0.192 mol/m2 (Fig. 8a). This value showed that the 
average CO value of 0.03 mol/m2 started to increase with the 
effect of the fire. With the addition of the Koycegiz fire to 
the Manavgat fire that continued between 26 July-06 August 

2021, the CO value reached a maximum of 0.333 mol/
m2 (Fig. 8b-c). The CO value decreased to 0.071 mol/m2 
between 02–15 August on the dates that continued with the 
fire extinguishing study (Fig. 8d).

It has been observed that CO gas is mainly concentrated 
in the Mediterranean when the fire started, continued, and 
ended. The effect of the wind was considered in interpreting 
the CO gas throughout the date range of analyses. Hourly 
wind speeds and directions from the Merra-2 satellite were 
obtained separately for each fire zone. In the given geo-
graphic information systems environment, a map showing 
the fire speed and directions was produced by using the krig-
ing interpolation method (Fig. 9). According to the map, it 
was observed that the prevailing wind direction in all burned 
areas was from Northeast to Northwest. The average wind 
speed varies between 2.55 m/s and 7.66 m/s. It was observed 
that the wind speed increased significantly from South to 
West (Fig. 9a). The high-resolution Worldview satellite 
image (Fig. 9b) taken at a particular time of the fire confirms 
the map produced. It was observed that the gases emitted 
into the atmosphere from the burning area moved towards 
the Southwest and concentrated on the sea.

Calculation of Sentinel‑5P CO column number 
density

The near-surface atmospheric CO concentration values 
were measured at the Serik station closest to the fire area. 
The daily averages of the station data pre- and post-fire are 
shown in Fig. 10. On average, CO concentration values were 
around 200 µg/m3 between July 25 and August 4, 2021. It 
reached a maximum above 600 µg/m3 between August 4 and 
6, 2021, and decreased below 200 µg/m3 between August 8 
and 11, 2021. The TROPOMI values are compatible with the 
maps in Figs. 7 and 8. The increases in the CO concentra-
tion value in Fig. 8b and c are also consistent with the value 
between August 4 and 6, 2021, at the measuring station. 
Unfortunately, there is no data at the station between August 
3 and 7, 2021.

The correlation (R-value) between TROPOMI pixel 
values and Serik station measurements was calculated as 
0.705 (Fig. 11), which indicates a high degree of agreement 
between the two data. This compatibility emphasizes that 
TROPOMI data is useful for spatio-temporal monitoring of 
post-fire pollutants such as CO.

When the results in this study were compared with 
other studies in the literature, it was seen that similar 
results were obtained. For example, Zheng et al. (2019) 
compared the NO2 concentration obtained from TRO-
POMI with remote sensing methods with ground meas-
urement stations over one year and found R2 = 0.72. 
Magro et al. (2021) monitored the CO and CH4 values 
of TROPOMI in forest fires in Portugal. They compared 
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Table 8   Areas and ratios 
calculated according to burn 
severity

dNBR dNDVI

Region Classes Area (ha) Ratio (%) Area (ha) Ratio (%)

Very High severity - - 11,481.97 19.86
Manavgat High Severity 7,209.92 12.47 12,323.54 21.31

Moderate-High Severity 12,822.24 22.17 - -
Moderate severity - - 14,579.27 25.21
Moderate-Low Severity 16,130.90 27.89 - -
Low Severity 14,297.53 24.72 6,786.12 11.73
Very low severity - - 4,957.64 8.57
Unburned 7,367.79 12.74 7,699.85 13.31
Total 57,828.38 57,828.38
Very High severity - - 2,051.64 13.35

Gundogmus High Severity 879.43 5.72 2,584.67 16.81
Moderate-High Severity 2,282.38 14.85 - -
Moderate severity - - 4,840.93 31.49
Moderate-Low Severity 4,277.47 27.83 - -
Low Severity 5,767.73 37.52 2,674.06 17.40
Very low severity - - 1,542.21 10.03
Unburned 2,165.06 14.08 1,678.57 10.92
Total 15,372.07 15,372.07
Very High severity - - 1,378.56 13.02

Marmaris High Severity 2,024.79 19.13 1,850.11 17.48
Moderate-High Severity 2,889.83 27.30 - -
Moderate severity - - 3,235.11 30.57
Moderate-Low Severity 2,795.41 26.41 - -
Low Severity 2,060.75 19.47 1,747.21 16.51
Very low severity - - 984.53 9.30
Unburned 813.18 7.68 1,388.46 13.12
Total 10,583.96 10,583.96
Very High severity - - 3,008.19 17.08

Bodrum High Severity 3,636.71 20.65 4,451.91 25.27
Moderate-High Severity 5,436.63 30.85 - -
Moderate severity - - 4,778.26 27.13
Moderate-Low Severity 3,633.89 20.63 - -
Low Severity 2,714.55 15.41 1,881.31 10.68
Very low severity - - 1,325.58 7.53
Unburned 2,193.10 12.45 2,169.65 12.32
Total 17,614.88 17,614.88
Very High severity - - 281.57 2.48

Koycegiz High Severity 730.87 6.43 900.45 7.92
Moderate-High Severity 1,414.38 12.45 - -
Moderate severity - - 2,949.01 25.95
Moderate-Low Severity 3,082.23 27.12 - -
Low Severity 4,025.92 35.43 2,257.64 19.87
Very low severity - - 1,515.15 13.33
Unburned 2,110.01 18.57 3,459.60 30.45
Total 11,363.41 11,363.41
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their results with the ground measurement station and 
observed an R = 0.50 correlation. Ghasempour et  al. 
(2021) conducted research in Türkiye. They investigated 
the effect of polluting gases in the air during the COVID-
19 epidemic period, compared TROPOMI SO2 and NO 
gases with the station measurements we used similarly 
in Türkiye, and obtained correlation coefficients of 0.65 
and 0.83, respectively.

Discussion

Detection of areas and accuracy analysis 
with the dNBR and dNDVI

The spatial and temporal resolutions of Sentinel-2 images 
are better than medium-resolution MODIS, AVHRR, and 

Landsat data. These low-resolution images have been used 
in many studies on forest fires (Escuin et al. 2008; Vander-
hoof et al. 2017; Teodoro and Amaral 2019; Youn and Jeong 
2019; Cahyono et al. 2021; Chen et al. 2021; Pelletier et al. 
2021). Sentinel images enabled the results to have higher 
spatial resolution and to collect data at more frequent inter-
vals during long fire periods.

The produced maps showed that the area affected by the 
wildfire was calculated as 112,762.70 ha. The map analysis 
in this study unearthed that the most affected region by the 
wildfires was the Manavgat district of Antalya. The total 
area damaged by the fires in the district was approximately 
57,828.38 ha. The area least damaged by the fires was the 
Marmaris district of Mugla, with 10,583.96 ha. These sensi-
tive calculations are superior knowledge for decision-makers 
regarding the rehabilitation of burned areas and the sustain-
ability of forest areas.

Fig. 4   Correlation analysis for the dNBR and dNDVI
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In this study, detecting fire areas using the dNBR com-
puted from Sentinel-2 images was very accurate. In previ-
ous studies, Botella-Martínez & Fernández-Manso (2017) 
calculated the dNBR for different fire zones with the OA 
ranging from 72.1 to 94.8 and κ from 0.61 to 0.92. Llorens 
et al. (2021) also detected forest fires with the dNBR using 
Sentinel-2 images. In their study, the classification accuracy 
was calculated with Kappa statistics, and the κ value ranged 
from 0.69 to 0.73. Morresi et al. (2022) used the RdNBR 
and improved the OA and κ values ranging from 76.9% 
to 83.7% and from 0.61 to 0.72, respectively, in the burn 
severity maps produced using Sentinel 2 images. Conse-
quently, in our and other researchers' studies, the success of 
the dNBR used in detecting the burned areas was supported 
by the statistical tests. Therefore, the results of our study are 
entirely consistent with the other studies conducted.

NDVI time series analysis

Detecting the losses in the post-fire vegetation mass with 
satellite images is an accepted approach discussed in 
many articles. NDVI time series analysis monitors veg-
etation changes, especially in areas rehabilitated after 
wildfires (Cuevas-González et al. 2009; Van Leeuwen 
et al. 2010; Lanorte et al. 2014; Landi et al. 2021). It 
is commonly used to detect vegetation density changes 

before and after a wildfire. Díaz-Delgado et al. (2003) 
reported that post-fire NDVI values decreased to 0.36 
in areas with high burn severity. Telesca & Lasapon-
ara (2006) examined the dynamic behavior of pre- and 
post-fire vegetation in a burned forest area through NDVI 
time series analysis. They found a sharp decrease in post-
fire NDVI values in Northern Italy. Lanorte et al. (2014) 
applied SPOT-VEGETATION NDVI time series analysis. 
It was determined that the pixel values changes before 
and after the fire ranged from 0.6 to 0.8 and 0.2 to 0.3, 
respectively.

Similarly, our study showed that sharp decreases were 
observed in NDVI values ​​in NDVI time series analysis 
performed before and after the fire. When previous stud-
ies were examined, it was observed that there were sharp 
decreases in NDVI values ​​after the fire. In this respect, 
NDVI is very important for monitoring vegetation losses. 
In this study, the areas where the fire occurred are domi-
nated by maquis and red pine vegetation. After the fire, 
NDVI values ​​were between 0.2–0.4. This result showed us 
that there was a significant decrease in the dense vegetation 
after the fire. It was observed that NDVI values ​​decreased 
to 0.1–0.2 levels after the cleaning works carried out by the 
Regional Directorate of Forestry teams, especially within 
a year after the fire. When these values ​​are considered, it 
has been observed that bare land and very little vegetation 
remained in the region after the fire.

It was understood that some burnt trees and sparse vegeta-
tion remained after the fire in the burned areas where maquis 
and red pine vegetation dominate. Therefore, the follow-up 
of rehabilitation studies to be carried out with annual NDVI 
follow-ups in the following years will reveal the speed and 
amount of recovery.

Fig. 5   NDVI values of all burned regions pre-fire and post-fire: (a) 
Manavgat pre-fire map, (b) Manavgat post-fire map, (c) Gundogmus 
pre-fire map, (d) Gundogmus post-fire map, (e) Marmaris pre-fire map, 
(f) Marmaris post-fire map, (g) Bodrum pre-fire map, (h) Bodrum

◂

Fig. 6   NDVI time series analysis
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CO column number density

In this study, the amount of CO gas released into the 
atmosphere in forest fires was determined by the TRO-
POMI device. It was observed that the average CO content 
increased from 0.03 mol/m2 to 0.15 mol/m2 in all fire zones 
and then decreased to 0.03 mol/m2 levels in one month after 
the fire. On the other hand, if the study carried out in the 
vast region covering the entire fire zones, the CO gas gath-
ering together in the atmosphere by the affect of wind and 
reached a maximum level of 0.333 mol/m2 with an increase 
of 1,010% in the wildfire areas. The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has declared the upper limit of CO 11,440 µg/
m3 in 8 h. The amount of CO emitted into the atmosphere 
after the fire was measured as approximately 680 µg/m3 from 
the Serik station, which is 34 km from the closest ground 
stations to the fire areas. This value is likely to approach 
the upper limits reported by WHO in the atmosphere over 

the fire zone. This level will cause adverse health effects on 
living things. For example, outdoor CO levels are a risk for 
lung and heart patients, such as COPD, asthma, and cardio-
vascular diseases (Fu et al. 2020).

Fires are natural disasters that occur for various reasons. 
These natural disasters frequently occur, especially in Med-
iterranean countries where the hot climate is in question. 
Although it is seen in this study that harmful gases such as 
CO gas spread to the seas, other forest fires that may occur 
in the future may affect the settlements with the effect of the 
wind. From this point of view, this study is vital regarding 
air pollution and precautions that may be effective after fires.

Conclusion

In 2021, forest fires in the Mediterranean and Aegean 
regions, especially in Mugla and Antalya, caused great 
environmental and ecological disasters. RS techniques 
were used to reveal the forest fires' severity and the effect 
of fires on the region's flora and fauna. In this study, Senti-
nel-2 (MSI) satellite data were used for calculating dNBR 
and dNDVI spectral indices to determine the severity of 
the fire. Besides Sentinel 5P data were used for monitor-
ing pollutant gasses after the fire. In the regions where the 
fire occurred, burn severity degrees were determined sep-
arately for the dNBR and dNDVI indexes, and fire sever-
ity was graded in five classes for dNBR and six classes 
for dNDVI. According to the burn severity maps obtained 
with the dNBR and dNDVI indexes, the affected areas in 

Fig. 7   CO column number density time series chart for each fire area

Fig. 8   CO column number 
density covers all regions pre 
and post-fire; the date ranges 
represent the CO column 
number density map: (a) 
18.07.2021–29.07.2021, (b) 
26.07.2021–04.08.2021, (c) 
29.07.2021–06.08.2021, (d) 
02.08.2021–15.08.2021
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Manavgat, Gundogmus, Marmaris, Bodrum, and Koycegiz 
districts were calculated as 57,828.38 ha, 15,372.07 ha, 
10,583.96 ha, 17,614.88 ha, and 11,363.41 ha, respectively. 
According to the burn severity maps obtained with dNBR, 
the sum of the areas of high severity and moderate severity 
constitutes 34.64%, 20.57%, 46.43%, 51.50%, and 18.88% 
of the entire region, respectively. Likewise, according to 
the burn severity maps obtained with dNDVI, the sum of 
the areas of very high severity and high severity constitutes 
41.17%, 30.16%, 30.50%, 42.35%, and 10.40% of the entire 
region, respectively. The dNBR and dNDVI indexes have 
been demonstrated again in this study, thanks to Sentinel-2 
satellite images, that they are very effective in producing 
burn severity maps by taking into account the situations pre 

Fig. 9   Map showing wind speed 
and direction: a) Represents 
wind speed and direction in fire 
areas, b) High resolution satel-
lite image downloaded from 
NASA's site during the fire 
(https://​eoima​ges.​gsfc.​nasa.​gov/​
images/​image​recor​ds/​148000/​
148650/​fires​turkey)

Fig. 10   Carbon monoxide concentration values measured from 
Antalya Serik station

Fig. 11   TROPOMI Serik station 
measurement values regression 
analysis

y = 5E-05x + 0.029
R² = 0.496
R=0.705

0

0.01

0.02

0.03

0.04

0.05

0.06

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350TR
OP

OM
Ib

as
ed

CO
co
lu
m
n
nu

m
be

r
de

ns
ity

(m
ol
/m

2 )

Ground measurments of CO surface concentra�on (µg/m3)

https://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/imagerecords/148000/148650/firesturkey
https://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/imagerecords/148000/148650/firesturkey
https://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/imagerecords/148000/148650/firesturkey


238	 Earth Science Informatics (2023) 16:221–240

1 3

and post-fire. At the same time, with the NDVI time series 
analyses calculated from 2017 to the end of 2022, serious 
information was obtained about the change in plant density 
before and after the fire. It has been observed that the forest 
areas in the region have turned into bare land, with NDVI 
values ranging from 0.5 to 0.8 and NDVI values ranging 
between 0.1–0.2 after the fire in forests generally covered 
with scrub and red pine. Time series analysis is critical for 
monitoring plants' phenological cycle and vegetation recov-
ery. In addition to field studies and monitoring, RS tech-
niques provide significant advantages, especially for large 
areas and hard-to-reach lands.

After fires, various harmful gases such as CO, CO2, and 
CH4 are emitted in abundance into the atmosphere. A one-
year investigation was made with Sentinel-5P satellite data 
in each fire zone, and the CO level increased from 0.03 mol/
m2 on average to 0.14 mol/m2 during the fire. The CO gas 
from the forest fires that broke out at about the same time 
spread over large areas with the effect of the wind. Although 
the gases spread over large areas, they reached 0.333 mol/m2 
levels with the accumulation of CO gases emitted from all 
fire areas. Mediterranean forest fires in 2021 concentrated 
on the Mediterranean with the effect of the wind. Although 
CO gas accumulated mainly above the Mediterranean, it has 
also affected many regional settlements. The increase in CO 
in the atmosphere during fires adversely affects the life of all 
breathing creatures until they decrease to normal levels. It 
was noteworthy that the CO gas level remained at 0.05 mol/
m2 for approximately one month, especially after the fire, 
which is a significant result for this study. Considering this 
result, it poses a risk, especially for chronic lung and car-
diovascular patients in areas close to settlements. CO gas, 
which continues to exist in the atmosphere for a long time, 
such as a month, will adversely affect humans and other 
breathing creatures, such as birds. Therefore, monitoring 
these gases with RS techniques is vital for managers and 
decision-makers to draw up emergency action plans when 
their emissions need to be monitored.

Burn severity maps were produced in this study, and 
burned areas were graded according to dNBR and dNDVI 
indexes. It has been revealed that the burning area size and 
severity also affect the gas concentration to be released. 
Therefore, in natural disasters such as fire, besides determin-
ing the severity of the fire, it is also essential to investigate 
the environmental effects, especially in terms of air pollu-
tion. Many countries have local ground monitoring stations 
to monitor and detect harmful gases in the air. However, 
satellite systems enable monitoring these gases globally 
at almost zero cost. This study revealed that the gases that 
cause environmental pollution and global warming after the 
fire could be quickly monitored with satellite images.

This study shows that the integrated use of Sentinel-2 and 
Sentinel-5P data will be significant in monitoring forest fires 

and revealing both the atmospheric and ecological effects of 
wildfire. In addition, all image processing tasks were performed 
on the GEE platform in the study. In addition, it has been shown 
that this platform is suitable for fast, reliable, and cost-effective 
damage assessment and environmental impact monitoring in 
wildfires occurring in different parts of the world.
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