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Preface

The INDOCRYPT series of conferences started in 2000. INDOCRYPT 2004 was
the fifth one in this series. The popularity of this series is increasing every year.
The number of papers submitted to INDOCRYPT 2004 was 181, out of which
147 papers conformed to the specifications in the call for papers and, therefore,
were accepted to the review process. Those 147 submissions were spread over
22 countries.

Only 30 papers were accepted to this proceedings. We should note that many
of the papers that were not accepted were of good quality but only the top 30
papers were accepted. Each submission received at least three independent re-
views. The selection process also included a Web-based discussion phase. We
made efforts to compare the submissions with other ongoing conferences around
the world in order to ensure detection of double-submissions, which were not al-
lowed by the call for papers. We wish to acknowledge the use of the Web-based
review software developed by Bart Preneel, Wim Moreau, and Joris Claessens in
conducting the review process electronically. The software greatly facilitated the
Program Committee in completing the review process on time. We would like to
thank Cédric Lauradoux and the team at INRIA for their total support in con-
figuring and managing the Web-based submission and review softwares. We are
unable to imagine the outcome of the review process without their participation.

This year the invited talks were presented by Prof. Colin Boyd and Prof.
Amit Sahai. Colin provided a talk on the design of key establishment protocols
while Amit presented a talk on secure protocols for complex tasks in complex
environments. They presented two sides of the same coin so that the audience
can gain a more comprehensive view of the analysis and design of cryptographic
protocols. We hope that the invited talks contributed their share to promoting
such an exciting area in cryptology research in India. At the same time, the
invited talks were of great value for international researchers, as well, because
Colin and Amit shared the latest results of their research activities.

The smooth and successful progress of INDOCRYPT 2004 was due to the
efforts of many individuals. The members of the Program Committee worked
hard throughout, and did an excellent job. Many external reviewers contributed
their time and expertise to aid our decision-making. The Organizing Committee
put its maximal effort into ensuring the successful progress of this conference.
We wish to thank Prof. R. Balasubramaniam and Dr. M.S. Vijayaraghavan for
being the general co-chairs of this conference. We also thank the Cryptology
Research Society of India and ISI, Calcutta.

We hope that the INDOCRYPT series of conferences remains a forum for
discussing high-quality results in the area of cryptology and its applications to
information security in the years to come.

December 2004 Anne Canteaut
Kapaleeswaran Viswanathan
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