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Preface

The papers in this volume were presented at the 14th Symposium on Funda-
mentals of Computation Theory.

The symposium was established in 1977 as a biennial event for researchers
interested in all aspects of theoretical computer science, in particular in algo-
rithms, complexity, and formal and logical methods. The previous FCT confe-
rences were held in the following cities: Poznań (Poland, 1977), Wendisch-Rietz
(Germany, 1979), Szeged (Hungary, 1981), Borgholm (Sweden, 1983), Cottbus
(Germany, 1985), Kazan (Russia, 1987), Szeged (Hungary, 1989), Gosen-Berlin
(Germany, 1991), Szeged (Hungary, 1993), Dresden (Germany, 1995), Kraków
(Poland, 1997), Iasi (Romania, 1999), and Riga (Latvia, 2001).

The FCT conferences are coordinated by the FCT steering committee, which
consists of B. Chlebus (Denver/Warsaw), Z. Esik (Szeged), M. Karpinski (Bonn),
A. Lingas (Lund), M. Santha (Paris), E. Upfal (Providence), and I. Wegener
(Dortmund).

The call for papers sought contributions on original research in all aspects
of theoretical computer science including design and analysis of algorithms,
abstract data types, approximation algorithms, automata and formal langua-
ges, categorical and topological approaches, circuits, computational and struc-
tural complexity, circuit and proof theory, computational biology, computational
geometry, computer systems theory, concurrency theory, cryptography, domain
theory, distributed algorithms and computation, molecular computation, quan-
tum computation and information, granular computation, probabilistic compu-
tation, learning theory, rewriting, semantics, logic in computer science, specifica-
tion, transformation and verification, and algebraic aspects of computer science.

There were 73 papers submitted, of which the majority were very good.
Because of the FCT format, the program committee could select only 36 papers
for presentation. In addition, invited lectures were presented by Sanjeev Arora
(Princeton), George Păun (Romanian Academy), and Christos Papadimitriou
(Berkeley).

FCT 2003 was held on August 13–15, 2003, in Malmö, and Andrzej Lingas
(Lund University) and Bengt Nilsson (Malmö University College) were, respec-
tively, the program committee and the conference chairs.

We wish to thank all referees who helped to evaluate the papers. We are gra-
teful to Lund University, Malmö University College, and the Swedish Research
Council for their support.

Lund, May 2003 Andrzej Lingas
Bengt J. Nilsson
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Rüdiger Reischuk, Lübeck
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