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Preface

The 9th International Conference on Database Systems for Advanced Applica-
tions (DASFAA 2004) was held during March 17–19, 2004 on the beautiful Jeju
island of Korea. The DASFAA conference provides an international forum for
technical discussions among researchers, developers, and users of database sy-
stems from academia, business, and industry. The main focus of DASFAA is on
research in database theory, development of advanced DBMS technologies, and
their advanced applications. A premier database conference in the Asia/Pacific
region, DASFAA has been held every two years, and in many countries in the re-
gion. To promote the area further and to answer the needs of many participants,
the steering committee decided to hold the conference annually. DASFAA 2004
was the first such annual conference.

The conference was organized by the Special Interest Group on Databases
(SIGDB) of the Korea Information Science Society and the Advanced Informa-
tion Technology Research Center (AITrc) at KAIST – an engineering research
center of excellence (ERC) supported by the Korea Science and Engineering
Foundation (KOSEF). We had a number of sponsors who made generous contri-
butions to make the conference successful. They are Oracle Korea, Samsung SDS,
Korea Telecom Data, Inc., the United States Air Force Office of Scientific Rese-
arch, the Asian Office of Aerospace Research & Development, the Army Research
Office-Far East, and the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology
(KAIST). We also had a number of academic sponsors: the Korea Information
Science Society, the Information Processing Society of Japan, the Database So-
ciety of China Computer Federation, and the Database Society of Japan, who
greatly contributed to organizing and advertising the conference, and encoura-
ged their members to participate. A big help came from ACM’s Special Interest
Group on Management of Data (SIGMOD), in cooperation with which the con-
ference was held. Our special thanks go to Marianne Winslett, the SIGMOD
vice chair, who approved the cooperation agreement in a timely manner.

In its ninth year, DASFAA has reached new heights of recognition as a quality
forum for the dissemination and discussion of advanced database research. This
is evident from the high number of submissions – more than double those of
previous years – and the highly selective nature of the review process. Out of
272 submissions, only 60 were selected as full papers and 18 as short papers
for inclusion in the proceedings. Given this, we were unable to accommodate
many high-quality papers. We thank the authors of all submitted papers for
their efforts, which provided the basic ingredient for developing an exceptionally
solid technical program. DASFAA has become a truly international forum, as
is evident from the fact that papers were submitted from 23 countries from all
over the world. Similarly, the program committee consisted of 72 members from
15 countries.



VI Preface

We had the privilege of having two distinguished keynote speeches, delivered
by Dr. C. Mohan of IBM’s Almaden Research Center and Prof. John Mylopoulos
of the University of Toronto, and two distinguished invited papers and speeches
contributed by Prof. Shamkant B. Navathe and by Prof. Stefano Spaccapietra
of EPFL on behalf of IFIP WG 2.6. In addition to the main technical program,
DASFAA 2004 also had three tutorials: Query Processing in XML Databases (by
Hongjun Lu and Jefferey Xu Yu), Algorithmic Excursions in Data Streams (by
Sudipto Guha), and Design and Implementation of an E-Catalog Management
System (by Sang-goo Lee).

The conference would not have been a success without help from many peo-
ple, and our thanks go to all of them. We would like to express our special
thanks to our honorary chair Sukho Lee of Seoul National University for pro-
viding valuable advice on all aspects of the conference’s organization. We also
extend our sincere thanks to the international advisory committee members,
Prof. Yahiko Kambayashi, Prof. Shamkant Navathe, Prof. Dr. Erich Neuhold,
Prof. Insup Paik, and Prof. Stanley Su for their moral support. We owe a great
debt to the program committee members for doing their reviews in a timely
manner. Kyuseok Shim and James Wang solicited and selected excellent tuto-
rials. Qing Li and Hyoung-Joo Kim organized an excellent panel. Il-Yeol Song
solicited distinguished invited papers and speakers. Soon J. Hyun solicited va-
luable industry support and coordinated industry relations. Myung Kim, Byung
S. Lee, Ki-Joune Li, and Yunmook Nah did a tremendous job of distributing the
CFP to solicit papers and to encourage participation. Yong-Chul Oh ensured
a smooth and successful registration process. Chanjung Park handled the local
arrangements exceptionally well. As publication co-chairs, Doheon Lee and Wan-
Sup Cho ensured that all authors submitted the final versions of their papers
in a timely and error-free manner. The high-quality proceedings are a result of
this effort. As the organization chair, Seog Park ensured smooth operation of
the conference and coordinated the many people involved. Chin-Wan Chung co-
ordinated the cooperation of the SIGDB steering committee. We wish to thank
Ji-Hwan Song and the KAIST graduate students who maintained the conference
management tool, and Hee-Bum Ahn, the DASFAA 2004 Web master. Needless
to say, all members of the DASFAA steering committee provided their full sup-
port to making DASFAA 2004 a success. Finally, the geographic area chairs
Jiawei Han, Wolfgang Klas, Maria Orlowska, Shan Wang, Hongjun Lu, Krithi
Ramaritham, Yoshifumi Masunaga, Tok Wang Ling, Arbee Chen, and Vilas Wu-
wongse ensured and encouraged active participation of the researchers in their
respective regions and countries.

March 2004 Kyu-Young Whang
(General Chair)
YoonJoon Lee
(PC Co-chair)
Jianzhong Li
(PC Co-chair)
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