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We are pleased in this issue to present extended and enhanced 
versions of four award-nominated papers from the 2016 
ACM/IEEE-CS Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL 
’16). JCDL ’16 was held on the campus of Rutgers Univer-
sity–Newark and is the sixteenth in the series of conferences 
jointly sponsored by the Association for Computing Machin-
ery and the IEEE Computer Society. The location is particu-
larly notable since it also was one of the homes of one of the 
two conference series that merged to create JCDL—the IEEE-
CS Advances in Digital Libraries. (The other conference was 
ACM Digital Libraries.) Thus, JCDL ’16 reflects both the 
enormous advancement adoption and that have occurred to 
date in digital libraries, but also the novel, multidisciplinary, 
and dynamic research issues that they continue to engender.

JCDL can lay claim to being the preeminent academic con-
ference for digital library research and so the papers in this 
issue reflect the best of what already is a highly selective group. 
JCDL papers are submitted in complete and finished form and 
are evaluated carefully by the conference’s program commit-
tee. Only 29% of the full paper submissions were selected for 
inclusion in the conference. A smaller group of papers were 
identified from the conference’s papers as candidates for one 
of the conference’s two full paper awards—papers selected 
either were specifically recommended by program committee 
members and/or were ones receiving the most positive reviews. 
Those authors were then invited to submit extended versions 
of their contributions to this journal. These submissions were 
reviewed again using the normal procedures of the journal, a 

process potentially requiring revision and re-review, and ulti-
mately were accepted for publication.

The four papers that were accepted for inclusion in this 
issue are:

•	 “Time-focused Analysis of Connectivity and Popularity 
of Historical Persons in Wikipedia,” by Adam Jatowt, 
Daisuke Kawai, and Katsumi Tanaka, an extended ver-
sion of the JCDL ’16 paper “Digital History Meets Wiki-
pedia: Analyzing Historical Persons in Wikipedia.”

•	 “Capisco: Low-cost Concept-Based Access to Digital 
Libraries,” by Annika Hinze, David Bainbridge, Sally 
Jo Cunningham, Craig Taube-Schock, Rangi Matamua, 
J. Stephen Downie, and Edie Rasmussen, and extended 
version of the JCDL ’16 paper “Low-cost Semantic 
Enhancement to Digital Library Metadata and Indexing: 
Simple Yet Effective Strategies.”

•	 “Comparing Published Scientific Journal Articles to their 
Pre-Print Versions,” by Martin Klein, Peter Broadwell, Sha-
ron E. Farb, and Todd Grappone, an extended version of the 
JCDL ’16 paper of the same title, which paper received the 
JCDL ’16 conference’s Vannevar Bush Best Paper Award.

•	 “Assessing the Quality of Answers Autonomously in Com-
munity Question-Answering,” by Long. T. Le, Chirag 
Shah, and Erik Choi, an extended version of the JCDL 
’16 paper “Evaluating the Quality of Educational Answers 
in Community Question-Answering,” which received the 
JCDL ’16 conference’s Best Student Paper Award.

We feel that this issue’s papers emphasize the diversity and 
depth behind research into digital libraries. We thank the 
authors for their contributions, applaud their achievements, 
and hope that you will find the papers thought-provoking 
and enjoyable.
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