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Abstract 

This study analyzes the relationship between the entry path to a degree and the prior 

statistical competence of students taking a Statistics and Probability course at an online 

university. We assessed students’ prior knowledge by administering a pretest of the 

information covered in the course analyzed. The sample includes 108 students from 

different schools of an online university. According to the statistical analysis, students 

have certain difficulty understanding some concepts related to Probability and 

Descriptive Statistics, and the entry path affects the students’ understanding of these 

concepts. 
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