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Preface to this thematic issue
Whileweare getting better at theprocess of buildingmodels, our
track record in actually using models for making timely and appro-
priate decisions is quite poor. Despite our improvement, it is still
difficult to convince decision and policy makers to use them, espe-
cially when they are facing unpopular and controversial issues.

Today it is generally agreed that better decisions are imple-
mented with less conflict and more success, when they engage or
even are driven by stakeholders, that is by those who will be
bearing their consequences. Increasingly there are more require-
ments for a bottom-up approach where the stakeholders play
a role in the knowledge generation, sharing and possibly the deci-
sion-making process. Recognizing and supporting this trend “Envi-
ronmental Modelling and Software” has launched this Thematic
Issue to explore how we can better undertake our modelling with
stakeholders. Our goal was to focus on the stakeholder part of the
modelling activity. We were less interested in the technical details
of particular modelling exercises, and more in the lessons learnt
from the engagement of people, organizations and institutions in
the modelling process. We tried to explore the role of the model
and show how the modelling process becomes equally or even
more important than the product, a particular model developed.
We invited papers that showed links to planning and policy
making, how stakeholders could be involved and how they played
a role in both identifying the model goals and more generally
providing guidance throughout the process. We have attempted
to show how we could move further from participatory modelling
to collaborative decision-making.

In addition to the authors, almost 50 people took part in the
preparation of this issue. We are very grateful to our reviewers
who have improved the quality of the papers tremendously by
meticulously and persistently working with the authors, sharing
their knowledge and experience. In one case the input of the
reviewer was so valuable that he was invited to join the authors,
an option that we very much encouraged. In other cases the
reviewers remained behind the scenes. With gratitude, we respect-
fully acknowledge the participation of the following reviewers (the
number of reviews submitted for this issue is given in parentheses):
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Eric F. Lambin (4), Muriel Bonin (3), Jacques Lepart (3), Francois
Gillet (3), Pascal Perez (3), Mark Borsuk (3), Luis Garcia Barros (3),
Francois Guerrin (3), Alex Smajgl (3), Aaron Adamack (2), Beaudry
Kock (2), Stacy Langsdale (2), Daniel P. Loucks (2), Eric Hagen (2),
Peter Johnson (2), Andreas Neef (2), Arend Ligtenberg (2), Erica Gad-
dis (2), Alfons Balmann (2), Bauke de Vries (2), Martine Antona (2),
Yorck von Korff (2), Robert Muetzelfeldt (2), Ryan McAllister (2),
Raphaele Ducrot (2), P.H. Verburg (2), Igor Mayer (2), Bojan Srdjevic
(2), Dawn Parker (2), Jan Sendzimir (2), Christophe Le Page (2),
Andrew J. Tyre (2), Wendy Merritt (2), Marco A Janssen (2), Tom
Evans (2), Jerry Vanclay (2), Lynn Maguire (2), Wander Jager (1), J.
E. de Steiguer (1), Jaroslav Mysiak (1), Jenifer Ticehurst (1), Matt
Hare (1), Shawn McGuire (1), Kathrin Happe (1), Timothy Lynam
(1), Brian S. McIntosh (1), Olivier Barreteau (1), Matthias Ruth (1),
Jean-Christophe Soulié (1), Scott Moss (1).

The introductory paper for this Thematic issue was submitted to
the Journal Board for review as a Position Paper. We are particularly
grateful to Michel Etienne, John Norton, and Mark Borsuk for their
very helpful comments.

As this issue goes to print, the Journal continues to explore the
challenges of collaborative modelling and is currently preparing
a follow-up Thematic Issue on “Expert Opinion in Environmental
Management and Modelling”.
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