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Abstract

Physics-informed neural networks (PINNs) have attracted a lot of attention in sci-
entific computing as their functional representation of partial differential equation
(PDE) solutions offers flexibility and accuracy features. However, their training
cost has limited their practical use as a real alternative to classic numerical methods.
Thus, we propose to incorporate multi-resolution hash encoding into PINNs to
improve the training efficiency, as such encoding offers a locally-aware (at multi
resolution) coordinate inputs to the neural network. Borrowed from the neural
representation field community (NeRF), we investigate the robustness of calculat-
ing the derivatives of such hash encoded neural networks with respect to the input
coordinates, which is often needed by the PINN loss terms. We propose to replace
the automatic differentiation with finite-difference calculations of the derivatives to
address the discontinuous nature of such derivatives. We also share the appropriate
ranges for the hash encoding hyperparameters to obtain robust derivatives. We test
the proposed method on three problems, including Burgers equation, Helmholtz
equation, and Navier-Stokes equation. The proposed method admits about a 10-fold
improvement in efficiency over the vanilla PINN implementation.

1 Introduction

Partial differential equations (PDEs) are essential in science and engineering as they represent physical
laws that describe basic natural phenomena, like heat transfer, fluid flow, and wave propagation, with
applications in optimal control, medical and Earth imaging, and inversion. However, conventional
methods for solving PDEs, e.g., finite-difference, finite-element, or spectral-element methods, often
require complex discretization, and intensive computation, and are prone to numerical errors. These
limitations are unfavorable to inverse design and implementation on regions of complex geometry.
With the recent developments in computational resources and the availability of robust machine
learning frameworks, scientific machine learning has taken center stage, especially in tasks related to
solving PDEs. These solutions are often learned in a supervised manner using numerically generated
labels for the training [Guo et al., 2016, Zhu and Zabaras, 2018]. However, recently, physics-informed
neural networks (PINNs) [Raissi et al., 2019] and operator learning [Lu et al., 2021, Li et al., 2020]
have shown their potential to revolutionize scientific computing. While operator learning focuses on
representing the kernel that transforms inputs to outputs, like learning a PDE solver for many PDE
parameters (included in the training), PINN is meant to learn the functional solution of a specific
PDE and is not inherently designed to be applied to various PDE parameters, unless transfer or meta-
learning is involved and that is possible when the changes in PDE parameters are small [Goswami
et al., 2020, Qin et al., 2022]. Since PINN training takes up the role of inference in machine learning,
the efficiency of the training is crucial, which is not the case. Despite this fundamental limitation, the
quest to solve this problem has only intensified, as the functional representation of the PDE solutions
offers all kinds of flexibility and accuracy features.
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In PINNs, we are constructing neural network functional representations of the solutions of PDEs
that would otherwise be defined on a fixed mesh and computed through numerical methods, like finite
difference or finite element. The functional representation (an approximation) offers a solution in a
form that would only be available if we could solve the PDE analytically. The neural network, f(x),
where x represents the coordinates of the domain of interest offers flexibility in representation in
irregular domains, and domains with gaps, and offers accuracy beyond the numerical approximations,
especially in computing the derivatives of the function using automatic differentiation [Baydin et al.,
2018]. This functional representation of the solution of a PDE is attained through a neural network
optimization problem that could be costly. Conventional PINN training consumes 10000s of epochs
at a cost that is often much higher than traditional numerical methods, which makes the use of PINNs
for practical applications, beyond solving exotic equations, less attractive. The primary reason behind
the high cost of PINN is the number of epochs needed to converge, especially for complex functional
solutions [Wang et al., 2021b]. Some of these limitations can be attributed to the low-frequency bias
of neural networks [Rahaman et al., 2018, Xu, 2019, Huang and Alkhalifah, 2022a]. It takes the
multi-layer perceptron, initialized randomly, a while of training before it can find a path toward a
potential local minimum (sometimes thousands of epochs). In other words, it is first lost in a random
search, considering the often high dimensional nature of the neural network space, before it finds its
footing [Qin et al., 2022]. Part of the problem is the small imprint that the solution coordinates values
(inputs), limited by its dimension (often three space and time), can exert on the neural network, which
forces that network to initially roam freely in the parameter space with little guidance. This limitation
has been mildly addressed with increasing the influence of inputs through encoding, which allows
for higher dimensional representation of the input space, in which the scalar inputs are replaced by
vectors. An example, given by frequency or positional encoding, replaces the small difference in
coordinates for neighboring samples to more profound changes in the network represented by bigger
differences in the positional vector representation [Liu et al., 2021, Takikawa et al., 2021, Huang
et al., 2021].

To improve the efficiency of PINNs training, three components of the PINNs machinery have
been addressed: the neural network (NN) architecture design, the loss function design, and the
training process [Cuomo et al., 2022]. In this paper, we focus on the NNs design, and specifically in
representing the input (with an embedding layer). To some extent, PINNs could be regarded as a neural
field representation task (e.g., NeRF), whose inputs are spatial coordinates and outputs are the voxels
or the physical fields, but with a PDE loss as a training signal. Inspired by the success of embedding
methods, and specifically, the encoding of the input coordinates to the neural field representation,
and the recent huge progress on NeRF given by multi-resolution hash encoding [Müller et al., 2022],
prompted a logical question: can we leverage hash encoding to accelerate the PINNs training? So,
hash encoding, used as a form of encryption over the years, of the input coordinates can provide
a more locally-aware representation of the coordinate values. This feature over multi-resolution
provided considerable acceleration in the convergence of neural network functional representations
of images (NeRF). Convergence rates of 1000s of epochs were reduced to below 100. This is a major
improvement that allowed for the practical use of NeRFs. However, the supervised training involved
in such representations did not require the calculation of derivatives as is needed by the PDE loss
function in PINNs.

In this paper, we introduce hash encoding to PINNs. We investigate its capability in solving the
outstanding cost limitation of PINN by reducing the number of epochs needed to converge. We also
investigate the applicability of automatic differentiation through hash encoding. Alternatively, we
use the finite-difference method to ensure the stable calculation of the derivatives of the NN function
with hash encoding and use it in the PINNs training. In the numerical examples, we test our approach
on several PDEs to demonstrate its potential in considerably reducing the cost of PINNs, as well as
share the limitations we encountered.

The main contributions of this study are the following:

• We propose an efficient physics-informed neural network by means of hash encoding.

• We make use of the finite difference method to obtain the first and second-order derivatives
and avoid the influence of discontinuous derivatives on automatic differentiation.

• We validate our method on the three PDE boundary value problems, including Burgers
equation, Helmholtz equation, and Navier-Stokes equation, and achieve 10-fold acceleration
in PINNs training.
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In the following sections, we first briefly summarize the related works in Section 2 and then introduce
the preliminaries and the proposed PINN using hash encoding in Section 3. To showcase the
efficiency and accuracy of the proposed method, we present the settings of the experiment and results
in Section 4. Finally, we conclude and discuss potential future work in Section 6.

2 Related Work

2.1 Physics-informed neural networks

The concept of using a neural network functional representation to solve PDEs was first introduced
in the 20th century and was validated by the universal approximation theorem [Hornik et al., 1989,
Lagaris et al., 1998]. Raissi et al. [2019] introduced the physics-informed neural network (PINN)
framework and showed its application in fluids, quantum mechanics, reaction–diffusion systems,
and the propagation of nonlinear shallow-water waves. The general idea of PINNs is to train a
mapping function from the input coordinates (spatial coordinates and/or time) to the output physical
field, which satisfies the physical governing equation. The loss function is the PDE residuals and
any initial or boundary conditions; thus, it is regarded as an unsupervised technique. Alkhalifah
et al. [2020], Sitzmann [2020], Huang and Alkhalifah [2022a] showed its potential as an efficient
surrogate modeling approach for frequency-domain wavefields. PINN solutions can adapt to any
model shape, including irregular topography and interior geometry. However, it is trained to provide
the solution for specific PDE parameters, and thus, it requires retraining or transfer learning if the PDE
parameters change [Goswami et al., 2020], which limits its rapid use as a numerical solver of PDEs
and varying parameters, like those we encounter in an inversion process. The model architecture,
the training samples, the loss function, and even the initialization of the NN all have distinct affect
on the convergence of PINNs. Wu et al. [2023] proposed residual-based adaptive distribution and
residual-based adaptive refinement with distribution to improve the sample efficiency during training.
Huang and Alkhalifah [2022b] proposed a single reference frequency loss function and Huang and
Alkhalifah [2022a] proposed frequency upscaling and neuron splitting to help the PINN solve the
Helmholtz equation converge at high frequencies. Sharma and Shankar [2022] proposed meshless
discretizations for derivatives calculation to accelerate the training of PINNs. Qin et al. [2022]
proposed Meta-PDE, which involves using gradient-based meta-learning to amortize the training time
needed to fit the NN on a problem drawn from a distribution of parameterized PDEs, and achieves an
intermediate accuracy approximation in up to an order of magnitude speedup. However, even with
those promising developments, there is still a long way to go to the ultimate goal to surrogate the
numerical simulation with neural networks.

2.2 Input Encoding

The objective of PINNs is to train an NN function of coordinate inputs to output a solution that
respects the physical laws. It has been shown that the success of such a task relies heavily on the
embedding that maps the input of the NNs to a higher-dimensional space (positional encoding).
Early examples of encoding the input of an NN, training-free encoding, include the basic one-hot
encoding [Harris and Harris, 2013], the kernel trick [Theodoridis and Koutroumbas, 2006], and later,
the implementation of positional encoding using sine and cosine functions [Vaswani et al., 2017]. The
latter approach has resulted in convergence improvements in PINNs [Huang et al., 2021]. Müller et al.
[2020] developed the one-blob encoding, a continuous variant of the one-hot encoding, which shows
better performance compared to the encoding using a sinusoidal function. Compared to these analytic
encoding methods, recent progress on parametric encodings, which make use of additional trainable
parameters in an auxiliary data structure, like grid or tree, has shown state-of-the-art performances,
e.g., grid-based or tree-based encoding [Jiang et al., 2020, Mehta et al., 2021, Martel et al., 2021, Sun
et al., 2022, Müller et al., 2022]. Among these methods, the multi-resolution hash encoding [Müller
et al., 2022] has reduced the training cost of NeRF from days to seconds. It reduces the memory
access operation and the number of floating point operations by means of a multi-resolution hash
table of trainable feature vectors, where values are optimized through stochastic gradient descent,
achieving a considerable increase in efficiency. Although the utilization of hash encoding has taken
computer vision with neural networks to a new era, its potential benefits to PINNs are still unclear
and needs to be explored because unlike NeRF, which relies on supervised learning, PINNs are driven
by the corresponding PDE requiring derivative calculations of the solution with respect to the input.
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To the best of our knowledge, we are the first to combine hash encoding with physics-informed neural
networks with the fundamental purpose of reducing the cost of training PINNs.

3 Methodology

In this section, we first review the framework of physics-informed neural networks (PINNs) and
the concept behind hash encoding. Then we investigate the incorporation of hash encoding into
PINNs, and specifically analyze options for differentiation including finite difference and automatic
differentiation considering the discontinuous nature of the vanilla multi-resolution hash encoding
derivatives.

3.1 Preliminaries

Considering a connected domain of n dimensions Ω ⊆ Rn and boundary ∂Ω, a general time-
dependent PDE can be defined as:

ut(x) + S(u(x), a(x)) = 0, x ∈ Ω, t ∈ [0, T ], (1)

where t and x are the time and spatial coordinates, respectively, S(u, a) is a non-linear differential
operator, and a ∈ A represents the parameters of the PDE, e.g., coefficients and initial or boundary
conditions, and u represents the physical field we want to solve for. In vanilla PINNs, a neural network
Φ(θ,x, t), parameterized by the trainable parameters θ, is trained to map the input coordinates
(including time for time-dependent equations) to the output, which represents the physical field (e.g.,
velocity, pressure, vorticity, and so on) at the input coordinate location, satisfying the following
equation:

∂Φ(θ,x)

∂t
+ S(Φ(θ,x), a(x)) = 0. (2)

Thus, we can use the mean square residual of this PDE, as well as any initial or boundary conditions,
in the loss function,

L =
1

Ni

Ni∑
j=1

(
∂Φ(θ,xj)

∂t
+ S(Φ(θ,xj), a(xj))

)2

︸ ︷︷ ︸
Interior PDE loss

+
1

Nb

Nb∑
i=1

(B(Φ(θ,xi))− ub (xi))
2

︸ ︷︷ ︸
Superivsed loss on boundary

, (3)

to optimize the parameters of the NN, θ, where Ni is the number of collection points in the domain
and Nb is that on the boundary, ub is the boundary values, and B is the boundary operator, denoting
derivatives or values of the field.

3.2 Hash encoding

For function learning, we aim to improve the approximation quality of the NN to the PDE, and also
the speed of training for a given NN. Note that speed is the main objective of this paper. A smart way
is to encode the input query, e.g., the spatial coordinates and time, to a high-dimensional space. Here,
we use the hash encoding proposed by Müller et al. [2022]. The general idea of hash encoding is
to combine a multi-resolution decomposition with a hash table to represent 3D shapes compactly.
Then the complex 3D real world could be represented by a small neural network and trainable hash
encoding parameters. Figure 1 includes a diagram depicting the hash encoding mechanism modeled
after the diagram used by Müller et al. [2022]. Each sample in the simulation domain xi can be
described using S levels of resolution from low to high. For each level of resolution, like the pink
or the blue dots in Figure 1, we calculate the embedding vector. Specifically, we first find its voxel
vertices (4 vertices for the 2D case, and 8 vertices for the 3D case) and then use a trainable hash
table, which includes fixed features of length L and hash table size T for each level of resolution,
to evaluate the corresponding embedding vector for each vertex. We, then, use linear interpolation
of the vertices vectors to obtain the embedding vector for xi at different levels. Finally, the hash
encoding for xi is the concatenation of these embedding vectors from different levels.
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Figure 1: The diagram of the hash encoding, where different colors denote the different scales
(resolution) and corresponding embedding vectors.

Specifically, given the encoding level S, and the finest and coarsest resolution Rf and Rc, the
resolution of each level Rs is determined by means of geometric progression, as follows:

Rs := bRc · bsc ,

b := exp

(
lnRf − lnRc

S − 1

)
.

(4)

Then for xi, its vertices are bxi,sc := bxi ·Rsc and dxi,se := dxi ·Rse. As for the coarse resolution,
where the number of vertices (Rs + 1)d is smaller than the hash table T , the hash table can provide a
one-to-one query. However, for higher resolution, the mapping between the vertices and the hash
table is achieved by a hash function

h(xi) =

 d⊕
j=1

xi,jπj

 mod T, (5)

where
⊕

is a bitwise "exclusive or" XOR, and πj are unique and large prime numbers Teschner et al.
[2003]. This kind of encoding not only provides a compact representation of the input dimensions
but also is quite efficient with a computational complexity of O(1) due to the practically instant hash
table lookup mechanism.

3.3 PINNs with hash encoding

We aim to make use of hash encoding to accelerate the convergence of PINNs. However, unlike
in NeRF applications, the loss function of PINNs requires derivatives of the output field with
respect to the input coordinates. Since the proposed hash encoding includes a linear interpolation,
these derivatives can be discontinuous, which results in inaccurate evaluations, especially near the
boundary of the resolution grid, and these potential discontinuous derivatives are more frequent
for high resolution levels of the hash encoding. Taking a simple function f(x) = sin(x) as an
example, whose various order derivatives are readily available, we test the performance of automatic
differentiation (which is used often in PINNs) on a simple network function of x trained to output
the value of f(x). However, this simple network will incorporate a hash encoding layer. As shown
in Figure 2, we observe that the values of the derivatives based on NN with hash encoding are not
accurate and their accuracy highly depends on the hyper-parameters of the hash encoding. Specifically,
we need to choose the coarsest and finest resolution, encoding levels, as well as hash table size,
carefully to mitigate the impact of the discontinuities, which will also depend on the collocation
points. Our opinion is that the strength of the hash encoding, which fits well with high-frequency
details in high resolution hashing will be negated by this weakness in the calculation of AD. For
example, using a lot of levels and including the finest of resolution would make the whole neural
network (NN with encoding) fit the values at the training sample points, but the resulting function will
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lack smoothness yielding unstable derivatives. This is a direct consequence of the linear interpolation
used for the hash vectors. As a result, the derivative of the NN evaluated via automatic differentiation
(AD) using the current implementation of hash encoding is unstable.
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Figure 2: Illustration of the accuracy of the first- and second-order derivatives calculation by the AD
method. We use this NN to fit f = sin(x) with a multi-resolution hash encoding and visualize its
first- and second-order derivatives for a hash table size of 10 in (a), and also visualize the derivatives
with hash table sizes of 8 and 4 in (b) and (c), respectively.

In the quest for an efficient implementation, we, instead, use the finite-difference (FD) method to
calculate the derivatives, as automatic differentiation is also expensive for higher-order derivatives.
Since, the finite difference, owning to its name, calculates derivatives over a finite length, it is
relatively immune to point-induced derivative discontinuities. Nevertheless, the accuracy might suffer
slightly when dealing with functions with abrupt changes, which is a general weakness of PINNs.
The FD method is built on the Taylor series expansion. Given a grid point xi, its physical field u(xi)
can be approximated by limiting the length of its Taylor series expansion, as follows:

u (xi + ∆x) = u (xi) + ∆x
∂u

∂x

∣∣∣∣
xi

+
∆x2

2

∂2u

∂x2

∣∣∣∣
xi

+ · · · . (6)

Stopping at the second-order accuracy, the finite-difference first- and second-order derivatives are
given by:

∂u

∂x

∣∣∣∣
xi

≈ u (xi + ∆x)− u (xi −∆x)

2∆x
,

∂2u

∂x2

∣∣∣∣
xi

≈ u (xi + ∆x)− 2u (xi) + u (xi −∆x)

∆x2
.

(7)

During the training, the mesh points needed for the derivative calculation should be fed into the NN
to get the corresponding field values.

As shown in Figures 3(a) and 3(b), the derivatives of the NN with hash encoding are generally more
accurate than the AD ones, but we still need to carefully pick the encoding hyperparameters. Here,
we show a failure case with FD method in Figure 3(c) resulting from using a small hash table, which
forces the NN to learn to distinguish the samples at different locations, yielding a decrease in the
accuracy of the derivative calculation (Figure 3(c)). Compared to the AD method, although the
second-order derivative in (b) is not smooth, its trend is consistent with analytical solutions. Later we
will share our choice of it and other parameters, e.g., the level of resolutions.

4 Experiments

In this section, we will showcase the effectiveness of the proposed method through its applications on
three well-known partial differential equations (PDEs). In all cases, we use the MLP architecture
as the backbone and Tanh as the activation function. For a fair efficiency comparison, we use the
FD method to obtain the derivatives for vanilla PINN and PINN with hash encoding. We slightly
increase the width of the vanilla PINN to make the number of trainable parameters almost equivalent
to the PINN with hash encoding. We train these neural networks with an Adam optimizer and a
decaying learning rate in all experiments. All experiments used an 80GB NVIDIA A100 GPU card.
Our objective is to demonstrate the gains in efficiency in training PINNs with hash encoding. Thus,
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Figure 3: Illustration of the accuracy of the first- and second-order derivatives calculation by the FD
method. We use an NN to fit f = sin(x) with the multi-resolution hash encoding and visualize its
first- and second-order derivatives for a hash table size of 10 in (a), and also visualize the derivatives
with hash table sizes of 8 and 4 in (b) and (c), respectively.

for each test, we set a threshold for the solution accuracy (the absolute errors between the predicted
solution via the NN and the reference solution) to stop the training and evaluate the approaches based
on the number of epochs and the cost of each epoch. Due to the flexibility of the FD method for
derivative calculations, we implemented the NN with tiny-cuda-nn Müller et al. [2021] framework to
accelerate the training even further.

Burgers equation. First, we consider a one-dimensional time-dependent equation with a Dirichlet
boundary condition representing the one-dimensional flow of a viscous fluid, called the Burgers
equation, a widely used benchmark in PINNs. The governing equations are given by [Burgers, 1948]:

∂u

∂t
+ u

∂u

∂x
= ν

∂2u

∂x2
, t ∈ [0, 1], x ∈ [−1, 1],

u(t,−1) = u(t, 1) = 0,

u(0, x) = −sin(πx),

(8)

where ν is the viscosity parameter and is set to 0.01
π here. For the vanilla PINN, we use an MLP

with three hidden layers {96,96,96}, while for PINN with hash encoding, we use an MLP of size
{64,64,64}. The learning rate is 1e-3 and it is reduced by a factor of 0.8 at the 3000, 5000, 7000,
and 10000 epochs. We consider the numerical solution as a reference to evaluate the accuracy of the
predictions. Figure 4(a) shows the convergence rates of the proposed method and the vanilla PINN
using 12800 collocation points. If we, as stated earlier, focus on the convergence speed by measuring
the number of epochs required to attain a predefined accuracy threshold, we found that the PINN
with hash encoding could reach this target accuracy within less than 2500 epochs, while the vanilla
PINN needed almost 20000 epochs. The threshold accuracy considered here admitted a solution that
is equivalent to the reference solution (Figure 4(b)).
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Figure 4: a) The histories of convergence and testing data errors for the Burgers equation tests, and b)
the prediction of PINN with hash encoding and the numerical reference solutions.

Helmholtz equation. Next, we test the PDE on a second-order derivative problem, given by the
infamous Helmholtz equation, which describes wave phenomena and has a lot of applications in
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seismic and electromagnetic fields [Riley et al., 2002]. Here we consider a simple form of the
Helmholtz equation

∂2u

∂2x
+
∂2u

∂2y
+ λu− f(x, y) = 0,

u(x, 2) = 0, u(−2, y) = 0, u(x,−2) = 0, u(y, 2) = 0,

f = − (a1π)
2

sin (a1πx) sin (a2πy)

− (a2π)
2

sin (a1πx) sin (a2πy)

+ λ sin (a1πx) sin (a2πy) ,

(9)

where f is the source function, u is the wavefield, λ is the square of the wavenumber, and a1 and a2
are the parameters to control the sinusoidal nature of the source term. An analytical solution for this
equation exists and is given by [Wang et al., 2021a]:

u(x, y) = sin(a1πx)sin(a2πy). (10)

In this case, we use an MLP with three hidden layers {144,144,144} for the vanilla PINN, while
for PINN with hash encoding, we use an MLP of {128,128,128}. The learning rate is 1.5e-3 and
it is reduced by a factor of 0.8 at the 3000, 5000, and 7000 epochs. We uniformly sample 10000
collection points to train the NN. The convergence rate for the Helmholtz equation training is shown
in Figure 5(a)a. We observe that the PINN with hash encoding admits much faster convergence, and
the PDE loss and testing data errors of PINN with hash encoding can still decrease. Nevertheless, the
predicted and reference solutions, shown in Figure 5(a)b, look the same.
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Figure 5: The histories of convergence and testing data errors for the Helmholtz equation tests, and b)
the prediction of PINN with hash encoding and the numerical reference solutions.

Navier-Stokes equation. Finally, we test the proposed method on a well-known equation in dynamic
fluids, the Navier-Stokes equation. Specifically, we consider the incompressible fluid case, yielding
the two governing equations based on mass and momentum conservation, as follows [Ethier and
Steinman, 1994]:

∂t~u(x, y, t) + ~u(x, y, t) · ∇~u(x, y, t) +∇p =
1

Re
∆~u(x, y, t) + f(x, y), x ∈ (0, 1)2, t ∈ (0, T ]

∇ · ~u(x, t) = 0, x ∈ (0, 1)2, t ∈ [0, T ]

~u(x, 0) = ~u0(x), x ∈ (0, 1)2

(11)
where Re is the Reynolds number and is set to 100 in our experiments, ∇ is the divergence operator,
∆ is the Laplacian operator, ~u is the velocity field, ~u0 is the initial velocity field, p is the pressure,
and f is the external force, in which we set to zero here. The vanilla PINN has three hidden layers
{112,112,112}, in contrast, we use {64,64,64} for the PINN with hash encoding. The learning rate is
1.2e-3 and is reduced by a factor of 0.8 at the 3000, 5000, and 7000 epochs. We uniformly sample
10000 collection points to train the NN. The results are shown in Figure 6(a), where the reference
solution are obtained from numerical solvers. Like previous experiments, the proposed method has
fast convergence and can reach the target accuracy (1.5e-3) with only 2270 epochs. However, even
with 50000 epochs, the vanilla PINN can not meet the target accuracy. This demonstrates that the
proposed method accelerates training and improves accuracy.
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Figure 6: a) The histories of convergence and testing data errors for the Navier-Stokes equation tests,
and b) the prediction of PINN with hash encoding and the numerical reference solutions, where u
and v are the horizontal and vertical component of ~u.

Training efficiency comparison. The above experiments demonstrate that PINN with hash encoding
can be trained to achieve a good target accuracy within far fewer epochs than the vanilla PINN. In
table 1, we share a quantitative comparison of the two methods for the three examples we used here.
We found that PINN with hash encoding can solve these three famous equations within 30 seconds
using a single NVIDIA A100 GPU card.

Table 1: The efficiency comparison between the vanilla PINN and PINN with hash encoding.

Examples Methods Time/epoch Total cost Parameter size

Burgers equation Vanilla PINN 7.43 ms 144 s 21504
PINN with hash encoding 7.53 ms 16.8 s 20416

Helmholtz equation Vanilla PINN 7.03 ms 155 s 46080
PINN with hash encoding 7.10 ms 21 s 42944

Navier-Stokes equation Vanilla PINN 12.8 ms 640 s 28672
PINN with hash encoding 13.1 ms 27 s 24608

5 Discussion

The neural network solution of a PDE in the form of a function of the coordinates of the solution
space allows for continuous representation of the solution and its derivatives rendering opportunities
in interpolation, extrapolation, and inversion. The training of such an MLP neural network has proved
to be challenging as the high-dimensional topology of the loss function is rather complex, especially
for complex solutions. The back-propagation necessary to determine the direction in which we update
the neural network parameters encounters a limited imprint of the training samples’ coordinates, given
by their scalar input values with no neighborhood awareness, in the forward propagation process.
Such scalar inputs are also missing any scale resolution information, which is helpful for the network
training to have a more locally aware input. This renders the conventional scalar inputs PINNs to have
a more point-dependent training. Encoding offers the input a more profound impact on the network,
often in the form of a vector representation of the input. With multi-resolution hash encoding, we
manage to embed some regional information, beyond the point, and at multi scales, into the inputs.
Such area-aware information embedded in the forward propagation improves the topology of the loss
function and renders more effective updates to the neural network almost instantly, even if initialized
randomly.

The hash encoding implementation we inherited involves learnable parameters given by the lookup
feature vectors. These learned parameters are crucial to capturing the multi-resolution nature of

9



the PDE solution with respect to the input coordinates. To optimize the hash encoding, we have to
determine the optimal hyperparameters for the lookup feature vector, and that includes the number
of resolution levels, the number of feature vectors per level (the size of the hash table), the base
resolution, and the size of the feature vector. We set the latter two parameters to 2 and 4, respectively.
The other two parameters depend on the expected resolution and complexity of the solution of the
PDE. In Burgers equation, we use 9 for both parameters, while in Helmholtz equation, we use 8 for
both. Then in the Navier-Stokes equation, we use 9 and 10 for the number of resolution levels and
feature vectors, respectively.

The hash function, unlike positional encoding, is not globally differentiable. It includes obvious
discontinuities between the hash interval boundaries and the linear interpolation used for the hash
vectors. Thus, due to the point nature of the automatic differentiation, this limitation is exaggerated
when the hash table is small. as a result, to mitigate this problem, the hash encoding hyperparameters
must be chosen carefully. An alternative solution is provided by using the finite-difference scheme
to approximate the derivatives of the solution. This approach also admits more efficient calculation
of higher order derivatives as compared to AD. Thus, we resorted, in this study, to finite difference
calculation of the derivatives. However, we could also utilize higher-order interpolation methods for
the Hash vectors as recently proposed by Heo et al. [2023] for NeRf applications, which we will
explore in future work.

6 Conclusion

We proposed a physics-informed neural network combined with hash encoding, resulting in a fast
convergence to an accurate solution of boundary value problems. Specifically, we investigate the
limitations of NN with hash encoding in calculating the derivatives via automatic differentiation and
propose using the finite difference method as an alternative to address the issue of the non-smooth
gradients, and to help speed up such calculations. We apply our method to a number of examples,
including the Burgers equation, Helmholtz equation, and Navier-Stokes equation. With the proposed
PINN with hash encoding, the training cost decreases 7 to 24 times. It has the ability to achieve
semi-instant training for PINNs, addressing the main drawback of PINN in terms of the training cost.
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