
Adventures in tagging
‐ local history in East London



3 key points: 

• development of digital technologies
• development of interest in local and 
family history
• implications for classification







Development of digital technologies

....way back when

....archiving and records 

....digital information becoming records

.... (is) everything miscellaneous?

.... here comes (nearly) every body?







In less than 10 years...

web 2.0
social networking
wikis
blogs
twitter
convergence
wi‐fi coverage
broadband





Development of local history

ʹWho do you think you are?ʹ
eye witness to history
self‐publishing – paper
self‐publishing ‐ web















Some issues
• great deal of change
• lack of consensus
• no central publishing or control 
• disparate source materials

– published
– unpublished
– grey literature
– records and archives









Classification issues

amateurs and professionals
rich local language
multiple languages
fragmented content
coverage – people, events, objects, 

places



People

famous people
local characters
national figures
worthies
people who add content



Places

local places
places name change
definition of area changes
connections with other places



Events
local events

‐ closure of the docks
‐ Silvertown explosion

national events
‐ jubilees and jamborees

international events
‐ First World War
‐ Second World War



Objects & museum collections



Exhibitions and photographs



Discussion forums














