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Abstract

The SPEC benchmark suite consists of ten public-domain, non-trivial programs that are widely used to
measure the performance of computer systems, particularly those in the Unix workstation market.
These benchmarks were expressly chosen to represent real-world applications and were intended to be
large enough to stress the computational and memory system resources of current-generation machines.
The extent to which the SPECmark (the figure of merit obtained from running the SPEC benchmarks
under certain specified conditions) accurately represents performance with live real workloads is not
well established; in particular, there is some question whether the memory referencing behavior (cache
performarnce) is appropriate.

In this paper, we present measurements of miss ratios for the entire set of SPEC benchmarks for a
variety of CPU cache configurations; this study extends earlier work that measured only the perfor-
mance of the integer (C) SPEC benchmarks. We find that instruction cache miss ratios are generally
very low, and that data cache miss ratios for the integer benchmarks are also quite low. Data cache
miss ratios for the floating point benchmarks are more in line with published measurements for real
workloads. We believe that the discrepancy between the SPEC benchmark miss ratios and those
observed elsewhere is partially due to the fact that the SPEC benchmarks are all almost exclusively user
state CPU benchmarks run until completion as the single active user process. We therefore believe that
SPECmark performance levels may not reflect system performance when there is multiprogramming,
time sharing and/or significant operating systems activity.

*The material presented here is based on research supported in part by the National Science Foundation under
grants MIP-8713274 and MIPS-8957278, by NASA under grant NCC2-550, by the State of California under the
MICRO program, and by A.T.& T. Bell Laboratories, Apple Computer Corporation, Cray Research Foundation, Di-
gital Equipment Corporation, Intel Corporation, International Business Machines Corporation, Mitsubishi Corpora-
tion, and Philips Laboratories/Signetics.

**This paper has been submitted for publication and released as University of California at Berkeley Computer Sci-
ence Division Technical Report UCBICSD 91/648 and University of Wisconsin at Madison Computer Sciences
Department Technical Report #1049,



1. Introduction

The SPEC benchmarks [SPEC89,90, Scot90] are a selection of non-trivial programs
chosen to standardize benchmarking. SPEC (System Performance Evaluation Consor-
tium) assembled this suite to provide a standard set of realistic benchmarks for inter-
system comparisons; see [Pric89, Hinn88] for a discussion of the many problems with the
benchmarking situation prior to SPEC. Several factors, including strong industrial sup-
port for SPEC, the realistic nature of the benchmarks, and acceptable code portability
have led to the wide use of these programs for benchmarking purposes. To improve
verification and reproducibility of results, SPEC benchmark results must include a
description of any source code modifications, compiler and operating system release
numbers, machine characteristics, and most other factors that can affect the reported
results. The SPEC benchmarks have become so important as a measure of CPU perfor-
mance that some system developers are parameterizing their designs to maximize SPEC
benchmark performance, even when this might lead to lower performance on other,
perhaps more realistic, workloads. Similarly, compiler writers have been concentrating
on producing good code for the frequently executed inner loops of some of the SPEC
benchmarks, such as marrix300. Recent very high SPEC benchmark results for
matrix300 show the success of their efforts.

SPEC Benchmark Suite
Program | Language Description
doduc Fortran Thermohydraulic simulation of a nuclear reactor
eqntott C Builds truth table from a boolean expression
€Spresso C Boolean function minimization
fpppp Fortran Two electron integral derivative
gee C GNU C compiler compiling pre-processed source files
matrix300 Fortran Linpack SAXPY routine on 300x300 matrix
nasa’ Fortran Seven floating-point synthetic kernels
spice Fortran Analog circuit simulator
tomcatv Fortran Mesh generation program
xlisp C Lisp interpreter solving eight queens problem

Table 1: SPEC Benchmark Applications

Release 1.0 of the SPEC benchmarks consists of four integer-intensive C programs
(egntott, espresso, gcc, and xlisp) and six floating-point intensive Fortran programs
(doduc, fpppp, matrix300, nasa7, spice, and tomcatv). The SPEC benchmarking pro-
cedure is to run each program to completion on the target system, with only one user pro-
cess active, and then take the ratio of that run time to the run time of the same program
on a DEC VAX 11/780. The geometric mean of those ratios, averaged over the SPEC
benchmark suite, yields the "SPECmark”, which is a single number figure of merit.
Table 1 lists and gives a short description of each benchmark.
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As noted above, considerable effort is being expended on creating computer sys-
tems (hardware and software) to optimize SPEC benchmark results. Two questions
therefore arise: (a) In what ways should the system be designed to perform well on the
SPEC benchmark suite? (b) Is this a good idea?

One important aspect of CPU performance, and probably the most important of the
architectural aspects (as opposed to technology parameters, such as circuit speed) is the
performance of the memory hierarchy. We note that SPEC benchmark results are quite
sensitive to cache size, as may be seen by comparing the various published measure-
ments of systems with varying caches sizes based on the Motorola 88000. In terms of the
SPEC benchmarks, the two questions above become: (a) What miss ratios can be
expected when running the SPEC benchmarks on a cache of a given design? (b) Are
these miss ratios comparable to those for ‘‘typical’’ user workloads, for some definition
of typical?

In this paper we present measurements of the cache miss ratios of the entire SPEC
benchmark suite and comment on their potential use in the design of caches and memory
hierarchies. We compare the SPEC cache miss ratios to design target miss ratios
[Smit87], miss ratios measured using hardware monitors at Amdahl [Smit82] and on
DEC VAX-series machines [Clar83,88], miss ratios observed from very long address
traces [Borg90], and other miss ratios that include operating system and multiprogram-
ming behavior. We also note that miss ratios for multiprogrammed workloads with
significant operating system activity are known to be high [Agar88,Ande91].

2. SPEC Cache Performance

2.1. Methodology

We compiled and ran the SPEC programs on DECstation 3100’s (which contain the
MIPS R2000 microprocessor), running version 4.1 of the DEC Ultrix operating system.
We used version 2.0 of the C compiler and version 2.1 of the Fortran compiler with
optimization level -O3 for espresso, doduc, nasa7 xlisp, eqntott, matrix300, fpppp, tom-
catv and -O2 for gcc, spice as per the SPEC Makefiles. Note that we have not used any of
the recently developed preprocessors which have been very successful in reorganizing
the data references for Matrix300. We then used the MIPS pixie [DEC91] tool to gen-
erate address traces to feed directly to the tycho [Hill] cache simulator. Pixie modifies
the compiled code to generate a trace record for each load, store and basic block entry;
trace records for all instruction fetches are then constructed from the basic block records.
Tycho uses algorithms that, for a given block size, simulate all cache sizes and associa-
tivities in a single pass through an address trace [Hill87].

We varied cache size from 1 Kbyte to 1 Mbyte, set size from one (direct-mapped) to
eight, and block size from 16 to 256 bytes. All caches used the LRU replacement algo-
rithm and the lowest order available address bits to select the set. We simulated instruc-
tion, data, and unified caches, without any periodic cache flushing, as the SPEC bench-
marks are typically run in a uniprogrammed environment. Miss ratios represent the com-
plete execution of a benchmark and include start-up as well as steady-state effects. The
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use of pixie to generate address traces allows simulation of only user, and not system
references, and our data is for user code only. Table 2 lists the number of instruction,
data, and total user memory references made by each program. Note that the trace
reflects a 4-byte memory interface; the trace would be different for a different memory
interface width. Note also that the trace includes only actual program loads, stores and
instruction fetches; it does not include the extra memory activity such as instruction pre-
fetch that would occur on most machines [Clar83].

Program Instruction Data Total

eqntott 1,241,913,236 215,772,134 1,457,685,370
€spresso 3,143,686,831 696,870,530 3,840,557,361
gce 1,262,492,069 398,952,157 1,661,444,226
xlisp 1,234,252,567 457,209,682 1,691,462,249
doduc 1,619,374,300 583,667,566 2,203,041,866
fpppp 2,396,679,406 1,514,694,293 3,911,373,699
matrix300 2,766,534,109 1,311,922,365 4,078,456,474
nasa’7 9,195,719,149 | 4,720,515,938 13,916,235,087
spice 28,696,843,509 | 8,288,246,353 36,985,089,862
tomcatv 1,872,460,468 913,221,318 2,785,681,786

Table 2: Program Reference Counts

To increase our confidence in our results we compared them with two other studies
that ran the SPEC benchmarks on a MIPS R2000 microprocessor. Pnevmatikatos and
Hill [Pnev90] presented cache miss ratios for the four integer (C language) SPEC bench-
marks. They used a different compiler (gcc) and a tracing methodology that excludes
library references. Nevertheless, most miss ratio differences are less than 0.01. In few
cases, however, a seemingly small miss ratio difference translates into a substantial rela-
tive change. We are inclined to place the most confidence in the results presented here,
since this analysis has used much more mature and sophisticated compilers, but the com-
parison demonstrates that cache miss ratios, instruction counts, and related measures are,
as might be expected, sensitive to the compiler used. We must thus caution readers that
your actual mileage may vary. Cmelik et al. [Cmel91] give instruction counts for SPEC
benchmarks. With two exceptions, Xlisp and Spice, their counts are close to ours. For
Xlisp, the instruction count difference is due to different input files; we solved the eight
queens problem, while they solved the nine queens problem. For Spice, however, we
cannot explain the difference, although simulation runs at both Berkeley and Madison
yielded consistent results.

Simulating these caches required 400 to 800 microseconds of CPU time per
memory reference in each trace. Assuming an average 600 microseconds per memory
reference, simulating all ten SPEC benchmarks requires some 500 days or nearly 17
months of CPU time. Including false starts, simulation errors, and operating system
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bugs, we used two to three years of machine time to compute our results; this type of
measurement would not have been possible if it had been necessary to pay for CPU time
on a timeshared machine. With five machines available for running simulations at
Berkeley and Madison, we were able to generate these results in less than six months of
calendar time.

2.2. Results

The appendix of this paper displays the miss ratios for each SPEC program, for each
block (line) size from 16 to 256 bytes, each cache size from 4Kbytes to 1Mbyte, for set-
associativity of 1 (direct mapping), 2, 4 and 8, and for instruction, data and unified
caches.! In this section, we comment on some of that data.

We first examine instruction cache miss ratios for the different programs. For
eqntott, matrix300, nasa7, and tomcatv, instruction cache miss ratios are very low, gen-
erally less than 0.0001 for caches as small as a few kilobytes. These programs spend
much of their execution time in a few small routines; matrix300, for example, spends
about 99% of its execution time in one small basic block in the code [Saav90,Saav9l].
Miss ratios for espresso, xlisp, and spice are only slightly larger, as miss ratios again fall
below 0.0001 for cache sizes as small as 16 or 32 Kbytes. Instruction cache miss ratios
are largest for doduc, gcc, and fpppp, yet are well below half a percent for caches as
small as 64 or 128 Kbytes. None of the SPEC benchmarks makes significant use of more
than 128 Kbytes of instruction cache.

Miss ratios for data caches are larger, especially for several of the floating-point
Fortran benchmarks, but for the most part are quite low as cache size approaches one
megabyte. Miss ratios for xlisp and doduc are the lowest among the SPEC suite, drop-
ping below one percent for caches as small as 16 or 32 Kbytes, and falling below 0.0001
for a 64 Kbyte cache. Results for fpppp and espresso are nearly as low as results for xlisp
and doduc when set size is greater than one, and somewhat larger for direct-mapped
caches. Among the integer programs, eqntott and gcc exercise fairly large data caches;
miss ratios remain above one percent until cache size reaches 512 Kbytes.

The floating-point programs matrix300, nasa7, spice, and tomcatv exhibit the larg-
est data cache miss ratios. Miss ratios for matrix300, nasa7, and spice are several per-
cent until the cache size reaches one megabyte, causing miss rates to fall below one per-
cent. Tomcatv requires extremely large caches when the cache block size is small. Data
cache miss ratios are over 6 percent for a 1 Mbyte cache at a 16-byte block size. Each
successive doubling of block size in tomcatv at 1Mbyte reduces data cache miss ratios by
almost half, and miss ratios do become less than one percent for a 128 byte block size.

Unified (data and instruction) cache miss ratios usually fall between instruction and
data cache miss ratios, as the strong locality in instruction references offsets the weaker
locality in data references. We do observe several instances where unified cache miss
rates are higher than corresponding data cache miss rates (espresso, xlisp, doduc, fpppp).

T See the appendix for a description of how to obtain an electronic copy of these results.
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This behavior occurs mainly at larger cache sizes coupled with low associativities, and
where separate instruction and data cache miss ratios have fallen to nearly zero. The low
associativity causes instruction and data references to conflict for cache sets, while such
conflicts do not occur in separate instruction and data caches. Note that a split direct-
mapped instruction/data cache pair is more like a 2-way set-associative unified cache
than a direct-mapped unified cache.

It is worth noting that there are a few anomalies in the data with respect to the effect
of associativity on miss ratio. Generally, miss ratios decrease with increased degrees of
set associativity, since the probability of mapping conflicts decreases [Hill§9]. It is pos-
sible, however, that miss ratios can increase with increasing associativity if certain refer-
ence patterns are present in the memory reference string; we note just that effect at one or
more data points for the fpppp, matrix300, spice, tomcatv, and doduc miss ratios. These
anomalies are disturbing in that they suggest, incorrectly, that on the the average miss
ratios will not decrease with increasing associativity.

3. Evaluation

In this section we compare the SPEC miss ratios with miss ratios from previous stu-
dies and discuss whether the SPEC applications make suitable cache benchmarks. We
first describe the other studies.

(a) Smith [Smit82] includes several measurements taken with a hardware monitor at
Amdahl Corporation on various models of the Amdahl 470V machines. Results
showed that supervisor state miss ratios were much higher than problem state miss
ratios, and that the miss ratio for each of user and supervisor state could be approxi-
mated by equations of the formm =a * k®, where a and b are constants and & is the
cache size in kilobytes.

(b) Two studies [Clar83,88] provide cache miss ratios taken via hardware measurement
from VAX 11/780 and VAX 8800 computers. The 11/780 has an 8 Kbyte, write-
through unified cache with an 8-byte block size and a set size of two. The 8800 has
a 64 Kbyte, write-through, direct-mapped unified cache with a 64-byte block size.

(c) Smith [Smit85] introduced the design target miss ratios (DTMRs) to represent typi-
cal levels of performance, averaged over a wide class of workloads, ranging from
workstations to timeshared mainframes. He synthesized them from real (hardware
monitor) measurements that existed in the literature and a large number of trace-
driven simulation results. The initial DTMRs for 16-byte line size, fully-associative
caches [Smit85] were later extended to other line sizes [Smit87] and to set-
associative caches [Hill87,89].

(d) Agarwal, et al. [Agar88] presented miss ratios that include the effects of operating
system references and multiprogramming by using microcode to capture address
traces from multi-tasked machines. These effects can more than double miss rates
from those measured in a uniprogrammed, user-only environment.
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(e) Borg, et al. [Borg90] generated miss ratios for very long address traces using tools
similar to our own; those traces were over twelve billion memory references long.
The traces were used to evaluate the performance of a variety of caches.

Instruction Caches
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Figure 1: Instruction cache miss ratios

Figures 1 through 3 show average SPEC miss ratios for instruction, data, and unified
caches, with 32-byte lines and 2-way set-associativity, computed separately for the
integer and floating-point benchmarks. We also list in Tables 3 through 5 average miss
ratios for the integer, floating-point, and complete SPEC suite across the entire range of
simulation parameters. These averages represent the unweighted arithmetic mean of
individual program miss ratios, similar to how the SPECmark represents the geometric
mean of individual program SPECratios. In Figures 1 and 2, averages miss rates are plot-
ted against the design target miss ratios (labeled dtmr) and primary cache miss ratios
from [Borg90] for a multiprogrammed workload (labeled borg). Unfortunately, miss
ratios from the other studies are not available for separate instruction and data caches, but
are plotted against SPEC unified cache results in Figure 3. Previous results based on
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different block sizes (VAX 11/780, VAX 8800, Agarwal, et al.) or different associativi-
ties (VAX 8800, Borg et al.) are adjusted for these parameters using ratios of miss ratios
from prior studies [Hill89, Smit87].

A look at Figure 1 suggests that instruction cache miss ratios for the SPEC bench-
marks are highly optimistic, as they are as low as one-third of the design target miss
ratios and one-half of Borg’s miss ratios.

Data Caches
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Figure 2: Data cache miss ratios

In Figure 2, we see that data cache miss ratios for the SPEC integer and floating
point benchmarks bracket the DTMRs; both are above the [Borg90] measurements. Both
sets of SPEC benchmarks approach zero miss ratio for large caches, a phenomenon that

might not occur for a time sharing workload where programs task switch many times
before completing.
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Figure 3 contains unified cache measurements from the various other studies in
addition to SPEC and design target miss ratios. These include: Amdahl 470 supervisor
and user state miss ratios (plots labeled 470.sup and 470.user), VAX 11/780 and VAX
8800 miss ratios (plots labeled VAX.780 and VAX.8800), and miss ratios from [Agar88]
for a multiprogramming level of 3 (plots labeled agarwal.mui3). (We plot the Amdahl
data from the fitted curve in [Smit82]; the original data points are not available.) We
note that the VAX8800 data was collected from a very heavily used timeshared system.
The Amdahl 470 supervisor data was collected from the execution of a standard internal
Amdahl commercial workload. For both the VAX8800 and Amdahl data, the level of
supervisor activity was quite high. Following in decreasing order of miss ratio are the
DTMRs, the SPEC floating point miss ratios, and Agarwal’s multiprogrammed miss
ratios. VAX 11/780 and Amdahl 470 user state miss ratios follow, and the SPEC integer
miss rates are smallest by a wide margin.
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Table 4: Average miss ratios for the floating-point SPEC benchmarks.

Floating Point Averages : Associativity 1

Floating Point Averages : Associativity 2

Floating Point Averages : Associativity 4

Floating Point Averages : Associativity 8

Instruction Instruction Instruction Instruction
. Block size (bytes) i Block size (bytes) Block size (bytes) R Block size (bytes)
Size Size Size Size
16 32 64 128 256 16 32 64 128 256 16 32 & 128 256 16 32 64 128 256
1K | 0.0782 | 0.0416 | 0.0229 | 0.0134 | 0.0087
2K | 0.0709 | 0.0372 | 0.0203 | 0.0114 | 0.0069 2K | 0.0692 | 0.0360 | 0.0195 | 0.0110 | 0.0066
4K | 0.0604 | 0.0312 | 0.0166 | 0.0092 | 0.0054 4K | 0.0605 | 0.0313 | 0.0167 | 0.0091 | 0.0054 4K | 0.0600 | 0.0310 | 0.0164 | 0.0089 | 0.0052
8K | 0.0488 | 0.0251 | 0.0132 | 0.0073 | 0.0042 8K | 0.0492 | 0.0253 | 0.0133 | 0.0073 | 0.0041 8K | 0.0484 | 0.0249 | 0.0131 | 0.0072 | 0.0040 8K | 0.0480 | 0.0248 | 0.0132 | 0.0071 | 0.0040
16K | 0.0291 | 0.0149 | 0.0078 | 0.0043 | 0.0025 16K | 0.0285 | 0.0146 | 0.0076 | 0.0041 | 0.0024 16K | 0.0277 | 0.0141 | 0.0073 | 0.0039 | 0.0021 16K | 0.0287 | 0.0147 | 0.0077 | 0.0041 | 0.0022
32K | 0.0182 | 0.0093 | 0.0048 | 0.0026 | 0.0014 32K | 0.0226 | 0.0114 | 0.0058 | 0.0030 | 0.0015 32K | 0.0227 | 0.0114 | 0.0058 | 0.0029 | 0.0015 32K | 0.0227 | 0.0114 | 0.0058 | 0.0029 | 0.0015
64K | 0.0064 | 0.0033 | 0.0017 | 0.0009 | 0.0005 64K | 0.0081 | 0.0042 | 0.0021 | 0.0011 | 0.0006 64K | 0.0028 | 0.0015 | 0.0009 | 0.0005 | 0.0003 64K | 0.0014 | 0.0008 | 0.0005 | 0.0003 | 0.0002
128K 1 0.0001 0 0 0 0 128K 0 o 0 0 0 128K 0 0 0 0 0 128K 0 0 0 0 0
256K 0 0 0 0 0 256K 0 0 0 0 0 256K 0 0 0 0 0 256K 0 0 0 0 0
512K 0 0 0 0 0 512K [ 0 0 0 0 512K 0 0 0 0 0 512K 0 0 0 0 0
1M 0 0 0 0 0 M 0 0 0 0 0 M 0 0 0 0 0 M 0 0 0 1] 0
Data Data Data Data
. Block size (bytes) 3 Block size (bytes) R Block size (bytes) . Block size (bytes)
Size Size Size Size
16 32 64 128 256 16 32 64 128 256 16 32 64 128 256 16 32 &4 128 256
1K | 0.2639 | 0.2540 | 0.2507 | 0.2664 | 0.3028
2K | 02315 | 02220 | 0.2157 | 0.2222 | 0.2426 2K | 02075 | 0.1899 | 0.1783 | 0.1838 | 0.1949
4K | 0.1898 | 0.1878 | 0.1828 | 0.1862 | 0.1980 4K | 0.1753 | 0.1638 | 0.1526 | 0.1528 | 0.1596 4K | 0.1559 | 0.1451 | 0.1344 | 0.1358 | 0.1437
8K | 0.1368 | 0.1280 | 0.1263 | 0.1322 | 0.1436 8K | 0.1190 | 0.1170 | 0.1131 | 0.1167 | 0.1223 8K | 0.1179 | 0.1197 | 0.1136 | 0.1157 | 0.1203 8K | 0.1088 | 0.1005 | 0.0879 | 0.0848 | 0.0856
16K | 0.1079 | 0.0941 | 0.0907 | 0.0966 | 0.1031 16K | 0.0809 | 0.0665 | 0.0717 | 0.0763 | 0.0811 16K | 0.0755 | 0.0635 | 0.0704 | 0.0707 | 0.0734 16K | 0.0772 | 0.0664 | 0.0712 | 0.0699 | 0.0711
32K | 0.0875 | 0.0720 | 0.0668 | 0.0711 | 0.0792 32K | 0.0645 | 0.0452 | 0.0439 | 0.0544 | 0.0588 32K | 0.0621 | 0.0407 | 0.0419 | 0.0547 | 0.0561 32K | 0.0612 | 0.0397 | 0.0434 | 0.0553 | 0.0550
64K | 0.0783 | 0.0609 | 0.0546 | 0.0535 | 0.0622 64K | 0.0565 | 0.0367 | 0.0294 | 0.0318 | 0.0450 64K | 0.0552 | 0.0340 | 0.0229 | 0.0308 | 0.0439 64K | 0.0546 | 0.0333 | 0.0220 | 0.0327 | 0.0464
128K | 0.0709 | 0.0533 | 0.0447 | 0.0422 | 0.0469 128K | 0.0526 | 0.0324 | 0.0232 | 0.0204 | 0.0247 128K | 0.0523 | 0.0312 | 0.0200 | 0.0145 | 0.0250 128K 1 0.0524 | 0.0307 | 0.0194 | 0.0134 | 0.0263
256K | 0.0634 | 0.0464 | 0.0372 | 0.0336 | 0.0349 256K | 0.0490 | 0.0294 | 0.0194 | 0.0148 { 0.0140 256K | 0.0491 | 0.0289 | 0.0182 | 0.0126 | 0.0099 256K | 0.0488 | 0.0284 | 0.0177 | 0.0118 | 0.0090
512K | 0.0386 | 0.0286 | 0.0234 | 0.0212 | 0.0208 512K | 0.0360 | 0.0205 | 0.0126 | 0.0089 | 0.0075 512K | 0.0389 | 0.0219 | 0.0130 | 0.0085 ; 0.0062 512K | 0.0390 | 0.0219 | 0.0130 | 0.0085 | 0.0062
1M | 0.0165 | 0.0092 | 0.0056 | 0.0040 | 0.0037 1M | 0.0165 | 0.0090 | 0.0053 | 0.0035 | 0.0029 1M | 0.0171 | 0.0095 | 0.0056 | 0.0037 | 0.0027 1M | 0.0174 | 0.0098 | 0.0059 | 0.0039 | 0.0029
Unified Unified Unified Unified
i Block size (bytes) . Block size (bytes) . Block size (bytes) . Block size (bytes)
Size Size Size Size
16 32 & 128 256 16 32 [ 128 256 16 32 &4 128 256 16 32 64 128 256
1K | 0.1736 | 0.1452 | 0.1430 | 0.1737 | 0.2502
2K | 0.1503 | 0.1210 | 0.1112 | 0.1204 | 0.1563 2K { 0.1308 | 0.0987 ; 0.0815 | 0.0777 | 0.0823
4K | 0.1225 | 0.0982 | 0.0867 | 0.0880 | 0.1033 4K | 0.1127 | 0.0848 | 0.0684 | 0.0614 | 0.0610 4K | 0.1054 | 0.0766 | 0.0602 | 0.0549 | 0.0545
8K | 0.0921 | 0.0700 | 0.0600 | 0.0594 | 0.0673 8K | 0.0837 | 0.0633 | 0.0512 | 0.0468 | 0.0456 8K | 0.0828 | 0.0636 | 0.0506 | 0.0454 | 0.0442 8K | 0.0786 | 0.0564 | 0.0415 | 0.0344 | 0.0328
16K | 0.0655 | 0.0488 | 0.0418 | 0.0416 | 0.0454 16K | 0.0539 | 0.0373 { 0.0322 | 0.0304 | 0.0301 16K | 0.0519 | 0.0366 | 0.0318 | 0.0286 | 0.0277 16K | 0.0513 | 0.0362 | 0.0315 | 0.0277 | 0.0260
32K | 0.0491 | 0.0355 | 0.0297 | 0.0295 | 0.0333 32K | 0.0386 | 0.0241 | 0.0193 | 0.0205 | 0.0208 32K | 0.0364 | 0.0214 | 0.0180 | 0.0200 | 0.0193 32K | 0.0357 | 0.0206 | 0.0180 | 0.0198 | 0.0187
64K | 0.0340 | 0.0250 | 0.0213 | 0.0205 | 0.0236 64K | 0.0279 | 0.0171 | 0.0123 | 0.0119 | 0.0155 64K | 0.0225 | 0.0134 | 0.0088 | 0.0109 | 0.0147 64K | 0.0233 | 0.0137 | 0.0087 | 0.0116 | 0.0155
128K | 0.0268 | 0.0198 | 0.0163 | 0.0153 | 0.0171 128K | 0.0186 | 0.0113 | 0.0080 | 0.0069 | 0.0083 128K | 0.0167 | 0.0099 | 0.0064 | 0.0047 | 0.0082 128K | 0.0164 | 0.0096 | 0.0061 | 0.0043 | 0.0086
256K | 0.0240 | 0.0173 | 0.0138 ; 0.0124 | 0.0130 256K | 0.0167 | 0.0100 | 0.0065 | 0.0050 | 0.0047 256K 1 0.0154 | 0.0090 | 0.0057 | 0.0040 | 0.0032 256K | 0.0153 | 0.0089 | 0.0055 | 0.0037 | 0.0029
512K | 0.0156 | 0.0111 | 0.0088 | 0.0078 | 0.0077 512K | 0.0125 | 0.0071 | 0.0043 | 0.0030 | 0.0026 512K | 0.0123 | 0.0069 | 0.0042 | 0.0027 | 0.0020 512K | 0.0123 | 0.0069 | 0.0042 | 0.0027 | 0.0020
1M | 0.0086 | 0.0049 | 0.0031 | 0.0023 | 0.0021 1M | 0.0052 | 0.0029 | 0.0016 | 0.0011 | 0.0010 1M | 0.0054 | 0.0030 | 0.0018 | 0.0012 | 0.0008 IM | 0.0055 | 0.0031 | 0.0019 | 0.00132 | 0.0009
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All of the data in the literature (see e.g. [Smit82], [Ande91], [Agar88]) suggests that
operating systems activity significantly increases miss ratios. First, operating systems
code tends to loop less than user code, and so instruction miss ratios are high. Second,
operating systems routines are usually called into the cache by an exception, interrupt or
trap, then run for a short time, and finally are replaced from the cache before they run
again; they effectively always face a "cold start” situation. Sanguinetti observes [Sang84]
that for the Amdahl 580, routines must execute over 600 times per second to stay cache
resident. Third, operating system activity is associated with timesharing and high levels
of multiprogramming; frequent task switching means that programs are constantly
experiencing cold start. As illustrated by Figure 3, miss ratios for the SPEC benchmarks
are considerably below those for any workloads with significant OS activity. Similar
differences in cache performance between compute bound and multiprogrammed
environments are reported in [Mogu91]. The SPEC floating-point benchmark miss ratios
are quite close to the DTMRs, the data from [Agar88], and the VAX 11/780 measure-
ments, and for large cache sizes are also very close to the Amdahl 470 user program miss
ratios. The SPEC integer benchmark miss ratios are lowest.

4. Conclusions

The purpose of this study is two-fold: to show measurements of the cache perfor-
mance of the SPEC benchmarks and to comment on the usefulness of those benchmarks
for cache and memory system design. While the cache performance of the SPEC bench-
marks varies from program to program, we have found that the floating-point bench-
marks generally require much larger cache sizes relative to the integer benchmarks. The
integer benchmarks use no more than 128 Kbytes of instruction and 128 Kbytes of data
cache, while the floating-point programs can take advantage of data caches of a mega-
byte or more.

Comparisons with other studies suggest that the SPEC integer benchmarks are too
small to represent real workloads. Miss ratios for the SPEC floating-point benchmarks
seem consistent with previous measurements of user program miss ratios but are quite
low relative to supervisor code miss ratios.

>From these measurements and comparisons, we conclude that miss ratios for the
SPEC benchmarks are potentially typical of only a certain environment - Unix worksta-
tions running user state CPU bound jobs as the single active user process. The integer
benchmarks have very low miss ratios, and provide very little stress on the memory sys-
tem. The floating point benchmarks provide reasonable measurements of memory sys-
tem performance for user code, but are still much better behaved than commercial and
timeshared workloads. The SPEC benchmarks are conspicuously lacking a significant
operating system component, which affects their validity in two ways: miss ratios are too
low, and the performance impacts of operating systems functions themselves are not
tested.
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AppendixJr

Disclaimer: Data is this appendix is correct to the best of our knowledge. However, we
provide it as is without an expressed or implied warranty, and we accept no responsibility
for the consequences of the use or misuse of this data.

¥ This paper (in postscript) and the average tables and appendix (in ascii) are available via
anonymous ftp:

ftp reggiano.cs.wisc.edu (or: ftp 128.105.8.27 )
reply to login: anonymous

reply to passwd: type any non-null string here
cd SPEC

get README

get body.postscript

get averages.postscript

get appendix.postscript

get averages.asciil

get appendix.ascii

byve
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