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Editorial

THIS third issue of 2015 consolidates the more efficient
management in the modern manuscript management sys-

tem. Scope assessment and assignment to Associate Editors
is now performed in a few days. The average time from the
manuscript submission to the first decision is about 7 weeks,
whereas the average time to the final decision is about 2 months.
Unfortunately, the variance of these parameters is still rather
high, but with the help of the Associate Editors and Reviewers,
we are working hard to reduce it. The journal is continuously
attracting increased interest from authors: Submissions are
growing over 900 per year. The efficient review process ensures
the high quality of the journal: Only about 25% of the submitted
papers are accepted for publication.

We are also working to reduce the backlog of papers pub-
lished in the IEEE Xplore by advance posting, but not yet
physically included in an issue. It is worth nothing that advance
posting a paper means publishing it since a unique DOI is asso-
ciated with it and is not changed when the paper is physically
included in an issue, i.e., citations to advance posted papers
counts. Thanks to the extraordinary financial efforts of the IEEE
Systems Council and the processing cost savings, we have been
able to increase the page count up to 1300 pages, and we are
trying to further increase it for 2016. With this third issue,
all accepted papers that were submitted in the old manuscript
management system have been finally included in an issue.

This issue collects some papers in the area of information
technology, communications, wireless systems, power systems,
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grid systems, environmental engineering, and transportation.
Papers address various topics encompassing theory, technolo-
gies, design methodologies, and applications.

In order to increase the effectiveness in serving our com-
munity, the IEEE Systems Council (which is sponsoring our
journal) approved a new policy concerning the page limits: Up
to 8 pages are complimentary (including text, figures, and ta-
bles, as well as optional authors’ biographies and photographs)
and up to an additional 4 pages are allowed with the extra page
charge of $150 per page. This new policy applies to all papers
submitted from January 1, 2015, including tutorial and survey
papers.

If you have any comment, suggestion, recommendation, or
criticism about this journal, please do not hesitate to contact
me. Everyone can help in continuously improving our journal.
We aim to continue having a live publication for our live
community.
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