
From the Editor’s Desk

Gerardo Con Diaz
University of California, Davis

& THE YEAR 2019marks the 50th anniversary of

the initial four site ARPANET installation. This

issue’s Events & Sightings department reports on

a conference at the American Association for the

Advancement of Science (AAAS) that commemo-

rates this anniversary. In addition, our Anecdotes

department reports on some of the earliest meet-

ings leading to ARPANET’s installation and on the

development of the Domain Name Server—an

addressing mechanism required for ARPANET’s

transformation into the Internet.

This issue’s papers address a much broader

range of themes in the history of computing.

They open with a piece by Piotr Gawrysiak on the

history of text editors in Poland during the fall of

the Iron Curtain. The demand for text editors tied

to Poland’s economic transformation in the

1990s was only partially satisfied by pirated ver-

sions of software developed in the West. Local

programmers rose up to meet this demand by

taking on projects ranging from translating for-

eign applications to developing business soft-

ware from scratch. In the process, they created

a local market for applications that blended

together national and international technological

traditions of computer development and usage.

Next, Stephen Robertson reveals the 1960s

origins of search results ranking and offers a

periodization for the history of ranking systems.

A series of experiments in information retrieval

and ranking enabled researchers to develop

computerized approaches to the notion of rele-

vance—a concept that for much of the century

was assumed to be tied to human judgment rather

than computational algorithms. The search algo-

rithms we know today are but the tail-end of this

long history of the ranking.

The issue’s final paper, by Barbara Beeton,

Karl Berry, and David Walden, is the second

part of a study in the history of the typesetting

language, TeX. It is part of our forthcoming sec-

ond Special Issue on the History of Desktop Pub-

lishing, but we are publishing it now because

of space constraints. The paper recounts the

global spread of the TeX (the mathematical

typesetting language). TeX has always seemed

to be somewhat out of sync with trends in

commercial desktop publishing, and yet it has

become a golden standard in mathematics-

heavy publishing.
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