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& THIS IS THE third special issue of Annals

devoted to the history of desktop publishing. The

first issue appeared in the fall of 2018, and was

about the developments in the 1960s and 1970s of

computer-driven printing and the technologies

that led to the commercial growth of the desktop

publishing industry. The second issue, in the fall

of 2019, continued the story by describing how

those technologies, developed in the 1970s partic-

ularly at Xerox PARC, became the foundation for

the growth of major desktop-publishing software

companies, with articles by founders of Adobe,

Aldus, Quark, Frame Technology, and Ventura.

The prediction that computers would end the

era of print publication goes as far back as Van-

nevar Bush’s 1945 Memex. The first two Annals

special issues on desktop publishing have docu-

mented what happened instead, as computing

became central to publishing. They were primar-

ily about the technology and the companies that

created the digital publishing industry and made

it so popular. We continue that documentation

in this issue, and also have two articles on the

history of font design, which is central to all pub-

lishing, both traditional “hot-metal” and digital.

All three special issues stem from a Desktop

Publishing Pioneer meeting held in May 22–23,

2017, sponsored by the Software Industry SIG and

the Software History Center, at the Computer His-

tory Museum in Mountain View, California, Tran-

scripts of the workshops conducted during the

meeting and of oral history interviews of some

participants are at: www.computerhistory.org/

collections/oralhistories (search for “desktop

publishing”). Further supplemental material for

the special issues is at history.computer.org/

annals/dtp, which also has links to the meeting

transcripts and interviews.

The first Annals issue on desktop publishing

had an interview with font designer Charles Bige-

low, and this issue contains his two-part histori-

cal account of the development and use of digital

font technology by companies struggling for mar-

ket dominance (“Font Wars”) in the evolving

desktop publishing world. He provides a tour de
force analysis of the elements involved in creating

fonts and why this was such a vital element in

enabling desktop publishing to produce high

quality publications. It also has an interview with

Liz Bond Crews, who was part of the initial Adobe

effort to market PostScript. She presents a broad

view of the critical importance of the use of stan-

dard fonts and describes how vital the availabil-

ity of high-quality fonts was in the selection of

hardware platforms and software.

The Interleaf company was not represented at

the meeting, but we now have an Anecdote by

Mark Dionne and David Walden about Interleaf’s

pioneering work in high-end desktop publishing,

and an interview of Larry Bohn, vice president for

production planning and marketing at Interleaf.

There are yet other companies that had a role in

the development of desktop publishing, includ-

ing Imagen, which made innovative laser print-

ers, and Bitstream, which contributed to font

technology. Although those companies were not

included, we hope that these special issues may

be a basis for further historical work.
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