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T
he International Symposium on 
Consumer Technologies (ISCT) 
2018 took place in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, on 11–12 May 

2018. This gathering is the established 
forum for innovative research in all CE 
technology areas. It is the second-old-
est conference in the history of the 
IEEE Consumer Electronics Society 
(CE Society), originating as the IEEE 
International Symposium on Consum-
er Electronics (ISCE) in 1997 in Sin-
gapore. Since 1997, ISCE has been 
held in many countries around the 
world, its tenth-year celebration tak-
ing place in St. Petersburg in 2006. 
This year, the conference returned to 
St. Petersburg with a new name that 
expands its scope.

The symposium was opened by 
ISCT 2018 General Chair Dmitry 
Vavilov. Then the keynote on “Multi-
media Innovation and the Role of the 
Consumer” was delivered by Martin 
Salter. The conference’s main program 
included eight sessions with various  
topics concerning consumer technolo-
gies and an additional two-day track on 
digital information technologies, with 
student papers organized by the St. 
Petersburg State University of Film and 
Television. At the end of the first day, 
Pablo Angueira of the University of the 
Basque Country delivered the lecture 
“The Future of Broadcast Television.” 

This was followed by the ISCT 2018 
welcome reception on a boat cruise 
along the River Neva and its numerous 
channels through St. Petersburg.

The second day of the symposium 
ended with a roundtable devoted to 
education in the consumer technologies 

area, which was chaired by Vyacheslav 
Nesterov. It also included the closing 
ceremony, where the best students who 
had taken part in the student paper con-
test received awards, provided by the 
sponsors, of free trips to the Interna-
tional Broadcasting Convention 2018 in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Several special events were held in 
conjunction with ISCT 2018 at the St. 
Petersburg State University of Film and 
Television, including a workshop, “Actu-
al Technologies: TV and Theater,” and a 
seminar, “FaceReader: Reading Emo-
tions on the Image of a Person’s Face.” 
Konstantin Glasman and his team pre-
pared videos of key ISCT 2018 events, 
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which will be available on the CE Society YouTube chan-
nel (https://www.youtube.com/user/ieeeCESocTV).

ISCT 2018 was cosponsored by the IEEE Russia 
(Northwest) Section and the Section’s Broadcast Technolo-
gy/CE/Communication Societies Joint Chapter. The sym-
posium’s success was ensured by the enthusiastic work of 
the Organizing and Program Committees. In this regard, it 
is worth mentioning the names of volunteers Dmitry 
Vavilov (general chair), Alexey Melezhik (Program Com-
mittee chair), Konstantin Glasman, Alexander Babayan, 
Evgenia Grinenko, and Petr Petrovtsev. Stefan Mozar and 
Sergey Shaposhnikov provided valuable advice on set-
ting up the conference.

—Dmitry Tkachenko 
IEEE Russia (Northwest) Broadcast  

Technology/CE/Communications  
Societies Joint Chapter Chair

 Konstantin Glasman speaks to the student track.

The IEEE Foundation is leading a special campaign to raise 
awareness, create partnerships, and generate financial resources 
needed to combat these global challenges.

Our goal is to raise $30 million by 2020.
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The world’s most daunting 
challenges require innovations 
in engineering, and IEEE is 
committed to finding the solutions.


