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T he first Executive Committee (ExCom) meeting of 2019 
of the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society (CIS) was 
held on March 24, 2019 at the Jupiter Lisboa Hotel in Lis-

bon, a very beautiful city, the capital of Portugal. As usual, we had 
a packed list of agenda items. We began at 8:00 AM and finished 
at about 6:30 PM. To give some idea of how such a meeting is 
run and why it requires so much time, let me explain that activi-

ties of CIS are divided into six major heads: Finances, Publications, Memberships, 
Education, Technical Activities, and Conferences. Each of these areas is led by a 
Vice-President. These six Vice Presidents, the President-Elect/Past-President, and 
the President constitute the ExCom.

During any ExCom meeting, every member makes a presentation giving the pres-
ent status in his/her area of activities, explains the future plans, and more importantly, 
almost every member brings up some proposals/issues that require intense discussion. 
I have been serving this committee for a long time, initially as the Vice President for 
Publications for four years, then as the President-Elect for one year, and have been 
chairing this committee for about one and a half year. I must acknowledge that I am 
extremely fortunate to get associated with such a wonderful team. Everyone is an out-
standing volunteer. We all are very good friends. We argue intensively about issues and 
obviously sometimes we have strong disagreement among us. But this never affects 
our friendship. We all are strongly united and we fight together any crisis, if and when 
appears. Having such a team has made my life much enjoyable.

In one of my messages, I had mentioned that we try to choose the place of 
ExCom where there is a potential to grow computational intelligence activities fur-
ther. To reinforce this idea, we try to organize a workshop in the city in which the 
ExCom meeting is held. To run the workshop we find a champion, a CIS volunteer 
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The organizers and speakers along with the President of Instituto Superior Tecnico.

CIS Society Officers
President – Nikhil R. Pal,  
Indian Statistical Institute, INDIA
President Elect – Bernadette Bouchon-Meunier,  
University Pierre et Marie Curie, FRANCE
Vice President – Conferences – Gary B. Fogel, 
Natural Selection, Inc., USA
Vice President – Education – Simon M. Lucas,  
Queen Mary University of London, UK
Vice President – Finances – Pablo A. Estévez,  
University of Chile, CHILE
Vice President – Members Activities – Carlos A.  
Coello Coello, CINVESTAV-IPN, MEXICO
Vice President – Publications – Jim Keller,  
University of Missouri, USA
Vice President – Technical Activities – Hussein Abbass, 
University of New South Wales, AUSTRALIA

Publication Editors
IEEE Transactions on Neural Networks  
and Learning Systems
Haibo He, University of Rhode Island, USA
IEEE Transactions on Fuzzy Systems
Jon Garibaldi, University of Nottingham, UK
IEEE Transactions on Evolutionary Computation
Kay Chen Tan, City University of Hong Kong, 
HONG KONG
IEEE Transactions on Games
Julian Togelius, New York University, USA
IEEE Transactions on Cognitive and Developmental 
Systems
Yaochu Jin, University of Surrey, UK
IEEE Transactions on Emerging Topics in  
Computational Intelligence
Yew Soon Ong, Nanyang Technological University, 
SINGAPORE

Administrative Committee

Term ending in 2019:
Cesare Alippi, Politecnico di Milano, ITALY
James C. Bezdek, USA
Hisao Ishibuchi, Southern University of Science and 
Technology, CHINA
Kay Chen Tan, City University of Hong Kong, 
HONG KONG

Term ending in 2020:
Janusz Kacprzyk, Polish Academy of Sciences, 
POLAND
Sanaz Mostaghim, Otto von Guericke University of 
Magdeburg, GERMANY
Christian Wagner, University of Nottingham, UK
Ronald R. Yager, Iona College, USA
Gary G. Yen, Oklahoma State University, USA

Term ending in 2021:	
David Fogel, Natural Selection, Inc., USA
Barbara Hammer, Bielefeld University, GERMANY
Marley M. B. R. Vellasco, Pontifical Catholic 
University of Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL
Xin Yao, Southern University of Science and Tech-
nology, CHINA
Jacek M. Zurada, University of Louisville, USA
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