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It is a pleasure to welcome you again to the September 
2018 issue of IEEE Network. This Special Issue is dedicated 
to “Integration of Satellite and 5G Networks.” This is an 

important topic to help advance the technologies to support 
the fifth generation (5G). It is expected that satellites will 
provide the necessary coverage for effective means to reach 
areas beyond terrestrial coverage, to passengers in trains, 
aircrafts, and vessels, and cover urban areas; provide resil-
ience as an integral part of the 5G ecosystem; and be ideal 
for high-reliability applications. For these reasons, this issue 
is a humble contribution to advancing this technology. The 
hope is to gather advances in satellite and terrestrial network-
ing technologies illustrating the large spectrum wherein 5G 
and satellite can be suitably and efficiently integrated into a 
unique system platform.

This issue presents recent advances in further studying 
the possibility of a successful integration of satellites and 
5G networks. The September issue includes nine technical 
contributions from academic and industry leaders in the area 
to reach the objective of making this integration feasible and 
successful. I take this opportunity to thank the Guest Editors, 
Tomaso de Cola, Stefan Covaci, Channasandra Ravishankar, 
and Ana I. Pérez-Neira, for their exceptional work in attract-
ing high-quality papers and their endless efforts in making 
timely reviews and decisions. 

I would like also  to thank all the authors who have sub-
mitted their research work to IEEE Network for this Special 
Issue. This amount of work requires the contribution of the 

Guest Editors, Associate Editors, and reviewers who have 
participated in the review process and provided helpful sug-
gestions to improve the content and presentation of the 
accepted papers — for that I am truly grateful. I am sure that 
you will find many of the articles (if not all) useful for your 
future research work in this area.

For any feedback, please contact me to let me know what 
you think about this note and/or this Special Issue, what type 
of content might be more interesting to you, and in what 
ways the magazine could be improved.
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