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Dissemination of Research Findings:
What Role Can We Play?

ndoubtedly, those who do
research in signal process-
ing and many of us who use
this powerful technology
appreciate its importance
and its huge impact on societal develop-
ment. Signal processing has revolution-
ized numerous areas in the society in
which we live today, and there is much
more to come. Is this the view of any user
of this technology? What about those
young people who walk while wearing
headphones, listening to music from their
mobile device, or the elderly patient using
hearing aids? Do they know what signal
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processing is and what role it plays in that
device? The fundamental question that
arises is to know whose role it is to inform
the public about the research we conduct.

The challenge facing politicians, as
well as researchers, has always been
to expand the frontiers of knowledge
and to serve the community. There are
research foundations worldwide, such as
the National Science Foundation (NSF),
established in 1950, or the German
Research Foundation (Deutsche Forsc-
hungsgemeinschaft, also known as DFG),
established as the Notgemeinschaft der
Deutschen Wissenschaft in 1920, that use
public money to fund research and
education in science and engineering.
Most of us enjoy the generosity of these
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foundations that enable us to conduct
cutting-edge research today. In addition
to the regular programs of these founda-
tions, there also exist special initiatives to
support timely research. For example, the
European Commission (EC) announced
quite recently the funding of two large
research projects, each amounting to
€1 billion to conduct research in the
human brain and graphene, respectively.
I am confident that your reaction is or
was similar to mine: what wonderful
news! Maybe we need more of this!
However, is this the reaction we would
expect from any other individual from
one of the users of the signal processing
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The Young Author Best Paper Award
honors the author(s) of an especially mer-
itorious paper dealing with a subject
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related to the Society’s technical scope
and appearing in one of the Society’s
transactions and who, upon date of sub-
mission of the paper, is under 30 years of
age. The prize is US$500 per author (up
to a maximum of US$1,500 per award)
and a certificate. Eligibility is based on a
three-year window preceding the year of
election, and judging is based on general
quality, originality, subject matter, and
timeliness. Four Young Author Best Paper
Awards are being presented this year:
Deanna Needell, for the paper coau-
thored with Roman Vershynin, “Signal
Recovery from Incomplete and Inac-
curate Measurements via Regularized
Orthogonal Matching Pursuit,” IEEE
Journal of Selected Topics in Signal
Processing, vol. 4, no. 2, Apr. 2010.
David Ramirez, for the paper coau-
thored with Javier Via, Ignacio Santa-
maria, and Louis L. Scharf, “Detection
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Series,” IEEE Transactions on Signal
Processing, vol. 58, no. 10, Oct. 2010.
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thored with Patrick J. Kenny, Réda
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Ngoc Q. K. Duong, for the paper
coauthored with Emmanuel Vincent
and Rémi Gribonval, “Under-Deter-
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Covariance Model,” IEEE Transactions
on Audio, Speech, and Language Pro-
cessing, vol. 18, no. 7, Sept. 2010.

SPS MEMBER RECEIVES 2013 IEEE
JAMES L. FLANAGAN AWARD
Victor Zue (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge) will be pre-
sented with the IEEE James L. Flanagan
Speech and Audio Processing Technical
Field Award “for pioneering contribu-
tions to acoustic phonetics and conver-
sational spoken-language systems.” The
IEEE James L. Flanagan Speech and
Audio Processing Award was established
in 2002 and was founded and is spon-
sored by the IEEE SPS. SP

technology mentioned previously? I
guess that the reaction might be contro-
versial. If it weren’t, then I think that we
are “safe” and can expect this wonderful
support to continue or even increase.
Politicians as well as the economic sec-
tor/industrialists, who also play an
important role in innovation and the
competitiveness of a nation, will have an
easier task in persuading their peers and
the public at large to increase research
funding without fearing cuts in research
budgets in the future.

What role can we, the signal pro-
cessing research leaders and the stake-
holders, play to influence decisions
made by politicians? My personal view is
that we have to be more active in dis-
seminating success stories of signal
processing, not only to the decision
makers, but also to the public at large.
Surely, if we had the public on our side
it would not be so easy for politicians to

reduce the research budget, even dur-
ing an economic crisis.

What role does IEEE Signal Pro-
cessing Magazine (SPM) play in this
enterprise? The highest mandate of
SPM is to publish articles of high tuto-
rial value while maintaining high qual-
ity for feature articles, special issues,
or columns and forum. Past and pres-
ent editorial teams of SPM have dili-
gently strived to identify and develop
key areas for future research that have
had a significant impact on the scien-
tific community and the society at
large. The special issues of SPM have
been particularly enlightening and
motivating for new research endeav-
ors. The dissemination of these publi-
cations and the new research findings
will be instrumental to achieving our
goal of sustainable research funding
since they will also serve the public
in general.

The selection of committed and expe-
rienced professionals will no doubt
always be of utmost importance. It gives
me great pleasure to introduce new addi-
tions to the editorial team. I wish to wel-
come Mauro Barni, A. Enis Cetin,
Bastiaan Kleijn, Ying Chang Liang, Eli
Saber, and Michail Tsatsanis, who are
energetic and dedicated professionals
with whom we shall move SPM to an
even higher level. They will certainly
contribute to more innovations that will
make their mark in the future.

I encourage you to get more
involved and to actively participate in
submitting feature articles, special issue
proposals, and articles for SPM columns

and forum.
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