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Editorial
Strengthening the Open Character in
Spanish/Portuguese of IEEE-RITA

IEEE-RITA was launched in 2006 with a clear vocation
to facilitate the publication in Spanish and Portuguese

of quality papers on the subject of learning technologies,
mainly attending the Ibero-American community. In 2013 a
new stage was opened1 where IEEE-RITA becomes an official
publication of the IEEE, publishing in English through the
IEEE Xplore [item 1) in the Appendix], but maintaining its
Ibero-American vocation of using the Spanish and Portuguese
as working languages. Thus, authors can send manuscripts
in English and Portuguese to be technically revised in these
languages. Once accepted, they are published online (as an
open access journal) in the original language (Spanish or Por-
tuguese) through VAEP-RITA (IEEE-RITA Open access jour-
nal in Spanish or Portuguese) [item 2) in the Appendix].
They are then translated into English and revised to have the
best English versions of the original manuscripts in Spanish
or Portuguese. Once accepted, these English papers are also
published online in IEEE Xplore and are accessible only to
their subscribers.

In this way, IEEE-RITA facilitates the publication of quality
papers of Learning Technologies in English to those authors
whose native language is Spanish or Portuguese (mainly from
Ibero-America), allowing the submission of the manuscripts in
their native language, as well as the subsequent revisions until
their acceptance. The authors only have to consider the pub-
lication of their English papers when they already know that
their papers, from the academic and technical point of view,
are correct. In this sense, the review that they receive from
IEEE-RITA through the ETAC (English Technical Advisory
Committee) is oriented to help authors get the best English
version of their papers.

Consequently IEEE-RITA makes its papers freely accessible
through VAEP-RITA, at no cost to readers, in its original ver-
sion in Spanish or Portuguese, facilitating access to scientific
literature to the Ibero-American community in general. And
at the same time, IEEE-RITA achieves maximum diffusion
through IEEE Xplore by publishing also in English, the lingua
franca of science in our time.

The current cost for authors to publish in VAEP-RITA as
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an open access journal in Spanish or Portuguese is 150 euros
(plus taxes if applicable), and it is free for the English version
in IEEE Xplore. We believe that this is quite a small cost but
we would like the journal to be free for authors, so we are
looking for funding (initially the cost was 175 euros). In this
sense, we would like to reduce this cost in successive years
until such cost will be reduced to zero.

Furthermore, IEEE-RITA would like to strengthen and
deepen its impact as an open access journal in Spanish or Por-
tuguese through VAEP-RITA, and its worldwide access in
English through IEEE Xplore.

For this purpose, on the one hand, papers published in
English through IEEE Xplore will include the link in which
the Spanish or Portuguese free of charge version of this paper
can be found (VAEP-RITA). Likewise, the Spanish or Por-
tuguese versions will also indicate that they are the Spanish
or Portuguese version of the corresponding paper published in
IEEE-RITA, and the corresponding link will be included.

And, on the other hand, the submission of manuscripts in
English will be allowed. In this case, once the manuscripts are
accepted, they should be translated into Spanish or Portuguese
for their publication in the open access journal VAEP-RITA.

IEEE-RITA, since its origin, has been involved in the
publication of versions of papers presented at conferences,
in the firm belief that congresses are an essential part of the
publication cycle of scientific literature.

For all this, we would like, through this editorial, to clarify
the different forms of submitting manuscripts to IEEE-RITA,
including the extended versions of papers presented at con-
gresses:

A. Original Manuscripts Submitted in Spanish or Portuguese

The revision process followed once the manuscript is
received is as follows:

1. Its originality is checked through plagiarism and self-
plagiarism tools. If a percentage greater than or equal to
25% is detected, they will be rejected.

2. Subsequently, they will be technically revised in these
languages, by at least three reviewers under the direction
of an associate editor.

3. Once the manuscript is accepted, the paper will be
published provisionally in VAEP-RITA, and the authors
should submit its English version, which will also be
checked by the plagiarism and self-plagiarism tools. The
detection of a percentage of at least 25% will imply

1932-8540 © 2018 IEEE. Personal use is permitted, but republication/redistribution requires IEEE permission.
See http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/index.html for more information.



2 IEEE REVISTA IBEROAMERICANA DE TECNOLOGIAS DEL APRENDIZAJE, VOL. 13, NO. 1, FEBRUARY 2018

the rejection not only of the English version, but also
of the original version that will be eliminated from
VAEP-RITA. The revision of this English version will
be carried out by two reviewers: one is the associate
editor who directed the revision of the original version in
Spanish or Portuguese to verify that this English version
corresponds to the one accepted in its original version,
and the other is a reviewer of the English language
directed by the ETAC whose mission is to review the
paper to get the best possible version in English. Once
approved by these two reviewers, the paper can be
published in English.

B. Original Manuscripts Submitted in English

The process is analogous to the submission of original
manuscripts in Spanish or Portuguese, with the exception that
the technical review is in English. Once the manuscript is
accepted in English, the authors must translate their paper into
Spanish or Portuguese so that it can be published in the open
access journal VAEP-RITA, verifying that this version corre-
sponds with the original and also language will be reviewed.
Please, notice that without this version in VAEP-RITA the
paper will not be published in IEEE Xplore.

C. Extended Paper Presented in a Conference

In this case, these manuscripts must be submitted in the
same language in which that paper was published in the
conference, and they must meet the following requirements:

- The paper will have at least 30% of original and sig-
nificant new material regarding the paper published and
presented at the conference.

- The authors will comment in the cover letter that this is
an extended paper of a paper presented to a conference,
stated the conference and where it was published.

- Authors should state in the Introduction section of their
paper that it is the extension of a paper presented in a
conference, stating the conference and citing the cor-
responding bibliographic reference of that paper, and
clearly indicating in which aspects the paper presented
extends the original.

- The authors must include as an additional file in their
presentation the paper that was published in the con-
ference in question, so that the reviewers can check the
new material included in the paper with respect to that
published in the conference.

Once these requirements have been verified, the process is
similar to that followed in the previous case A, except for
the plagiarism and self-plagiarism check, which allows having
a self-plagiarism percentage greater than 25% and always
compatible with the new material submitted (for example,
if 90% self-plagiarism is detected, it means that it does not
have at least 30% of new content). If this checking is not met
or plagiarism or self-plagiarism of other papers not declared
is detected, the paper will be rejected.

It is highlighted the fact that the plagiarism and
self-plagiarism check always apply to the two versions of

the paper: Spanish/Portuguese and English, and that failure to
comply with one of the two versions entails direct rejection of
the paper in both VAEP-RITA as in IEEE-RITA, in addition to
the appropriate measures that can be adopted according to the
IEEE rules for the authors of its publications, which are always
applicable, and which can be consulted in [item 3) in the
Appendix] and [item 4) in the Appendix]. These publication
procedures will be detailed on the IEEE-RITA website.2

The publication in VAEP-RITA implies the payment of the
corresponding fee by the authors that can be consulted on the
VAEP-RITA website [item 2) in the Appendix].

Our gratitude to the members of the editorial board,
the associate editors, the members of the scientific committee,
the ETAC members, the technical editing assistant and the
reviewers, who all of them make possible for IEEE-RITA to
become a reality.

Finally, we encourage potential authors to submit their
manuscript to IEEE-RITA. All rules and publication guidelines
will always be properly updated on the IEEE-RITA website.2

MARTÍN LLAMAS NISTAL, Editor-in-Chief
MANUEL CASTRO, Coeditor
MARÍA LUISA CARRIÓ PASTOR, Chair of
English Technical Advisory Committee
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