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The Year in Review

HAPPY New Year! It has now been one year since I
took upon the office of the Editor-in-Chief of IEEE

TRANSACTIONS ON BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING (TBME). As we
celebrate the beginning of the new year, I wish to express my
deep appreciation to all those who have contributed to TBME:
the authors whose works reflect the scientific contributions to
the field; the reviewers who contributed their expertise and time
to ensure the quality and impact of works we publish; the editors
whose expertise and dedication make TBME what it is; and the
advisory board members for their support. Collectively, we have
made many important improvements in this past year.

2013 was a productive and exciting year. We had set three
specific objectives for the year: 1) a new TBME website; 2) an
improved submission to decision timeline; and 3) a Monthly
Highlights newsletter to better serve our audience, and show-
case cutting edge research being published in TBME. I am happy
to report that we have accomplished all of these goals. To better
address TBME user needs, a new website was designed and
launched in early 2013 (http://tbme.embs.org). It introduces the
latest research and features high impact papers monthly. It also
communicates the TBME editorial policy, provides instructions
to authors and reviewers, and serves as a gateway to TBME’s
most popular articles, archives, and links to other IEEE web-
sites. In 2013, there were over 30 000 unique visitors, more than
55 000 visits, and more than 161 000 page views. About 50%
of these visitors viewed the site multiple times. TBME submis-
sions to decision metrics have also been improved substantially
in the past year. For regular papers, TBME’s submission to first
decision time was reduced to 29 days and average submission
to e-Publication is about 21 weeks. Despite the large number
of submissions (2335 submissions over the past 12 months),
the achievement of this goal reflects the hard work of all our
editors and numerous reviewers. To promote articles published
in TBME and to introduce TBME featured articles, a monthly
TBME Highlights newsletter has been delivered to the interna-
tional biomedical engineering community. Many articles, which
were highlighted in the newsletter, immediately received a great
amount of attention.

TBME aims to become the premier platform for publishing
significant works related to biomedical engineering. The invited
position paper from the College of Fellows of the American
Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering—“Medical
and Biological Engineering in the Next 10 Years: The Promise
and the Challenges”—received widespread attention and down-
loads. Similarly, a review paper summarizing NSF BRAIN
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workshop findings—“Grand Challenges in Mapping the Human
Brain: NSF Workshop Report”—also received great attention.

TBME receives a large number of submissions not only from
North America and Europe, but also from some 70 countries
around the world. Our current acceptance rate is about 22%.
Enjoying its reputation as a leading journal publishing signif-
icant and impactful articles, TBME’s h-index is ranked in the
top 5 among 118 biomedical engineering journals. To further
improve TBME as an all-encompassing journal in the field of
biomedical engineering, we aim to publish the highest quality
scientific works with broad impacts on the field, instead of works
describing incremental improvements in narrowly focused
areas.

As a leading journal, it is vital that TBME publishes original
materials. We encourage authors to first submit their original,
most important findings to TBME. We will continue to work, to
maintain, and further improve our rapid peer review system to
provide timely feedback to the submitting authors. TBME will
no longer be publishing manuscripts heavily based upon pre-
viously published conference proceedings papers. While such
a work may still be allowed if there are significant differences
in the work being reported in the TBME submission compared
to the prior conference paper, the majority of such submissions
will be rejected and flagged out by the cross-check system. Our
significantly shortened review cycle will be beneficial to authors
who would like to first submit to TBME instead of publishing
an extensive conference proceedings paper.

A unique feature of the present time is the explosion of infor-
mation available. Readers demand more thorough references to
information sources that would support arguments and presenta-
tion of a scientific work, especially in the field of biomedicine.
Statistics suggest that TBME has fewer references per article
compared with many of its peer journals. TBME authors are
thus encouraged to follow the trends in biomedical publications
to better support their findings with archival literature.

We have had a productive year and are looking forward to
an even more fruitful 2014. Your support, as readers, authors,
reviewers, editors, and board members, is much appreciated
and critical to the continued success of TBME. Let us continue
working together in this new year, which I hope will be filled
with success and happiness.

BIN HE, Editor-in-Chief
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
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