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Editorial
The Transactions in Transition

It is my great honor to take the responsibilities as the new
Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE Transactions on Cybernetics.
As a flagship journal of IEEE Systems, Man, and Cybernetics
Society since its inception in 1960, the Transactions and
its predecessor has become a leading journal and source of
technical knowledge on cybernetics with increasingly high
impact, prestige, and popularity. Statistical data show that the
impact factor of the Transactions rose to 3.236 and annual
submissions to over 1300 in 2013.

The past success of the Transactions resulted from many
factors. One of important factors is that the Transactions

was strongly supported by its society sponsor with its capable
leaderships over the last five decades. An important credit
should be given to the past Editors-in-Chief; in particular, the
immediate past one, Prof. Eugene Santos, Jr., who led us to
have brought the Transactions to a new height over the
last six years. Thanks also should go to the members of the
editorial board with about 90 associate editors who were paper
quality controllers working hard with thousands of reviewers
to maintain the technical quality of the publications. Last, but
not least, we should be grateful to the authors and readers of
the Transactions. The success of the Transactions would
be impossible without all their contributions.

As a technical journal, the quality of published papers is
of paramount importance. Cybernetics became a technical
term after it was coined by Norbert Wiener in 1948, and
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served as a parental field of several branches of sciences on
communication, control, and computation over the last 66
years. To sustain and prosper, it needs to keep evolving and
reviving, and the Transactions could serve as a breeding bed
for a renaissance of cybernetics. To explore new dimensions
of cybernetics, the Transactions will publish high-quality
papers of novel topics in newly emerging research areas as
well as those in normal cybernetics areas. To attract high-
quality contributions, the Transactions will maintain its fair
and impartial review processes with short review periods, for
the best interest of our authors. In addition, to ensure high-
quality publications, the Transactions ought to keep its
rigorous peer-review procedure, for the best interest of our
technical community as a whole.

Looking forward, it will be challenging to maintain the high
standards set by my predecessors. I will work hard and closely
with the editorial board, technical reviewers, contributing
authors, society committees, and IEEE staff to ensure the
continued success and prosperity of the Transactions.
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