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2018 IEEE Communications Society and
Information Theory Society Joint Paper Award

THE recipients of the 2018 IEEE Communications Society and Information Theory Society Joint Paper Award are
Arash Gholami Davoodi and Syed A. Jafar for the paper “Aligned Image Sets Under Channel Uncertainty: Settling

Conjectures on the Collapse of Degrees of Freedom Under Finite Precision CSIT” which appeared in the IEEE TRANSACTIONS

ON INFORMATION THEORY, vol. 62, no. 10, pp. 5603–5618, October 2016.
The IEEE Communications Society and Information Theory Society Joint Paper Award, which consists of a plaque and an

honorarium, is given annually for outstanding papers relevant to both societies published in any publication of either society
in the previous three calendar years.

Arash Gholami Davoodi received his Ph.D. from University of California Irvine, USA, under
the supervision of Prof. Syed Ali Jafar in 2018. He received his B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees
in Electrical Engineering (Communication Systems) in 2009 and 2011 from Sharif University
of Technology, Tehran, Iran. His research is focused on multiuser information theory,
wireless communications and network coding. Arash received a Best Paper Award at
IEEE GLOBECOM 2014.

Syed A. Jafar received his B. Tech. from IIT Delhi, India, in 1997, M.S. from Caltech, USA,
in 1999, and Ph.D. from Stanford, USA, in 2003, all in Electrical Engineering. His industry
experience includes positions at Lucent Bell Labs and Qualcomm. He is a Professor in the
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the University of California
Irvine, Irvine, CA USA. His current research interests include network information theory,
wireless communications and network coding.

Dr. Jafar is a recipient of the New York Academy of Sciences Blavatnik National Laureate in
Physical Sciences and Engineering, the NSF CAREER Award, the ONR Young Investigator
Award, the UCI Academic Senate Distinguished Mid-Career Faculty Award for Research,
the School of Engineering Mid-Career Excellence in Research Award and the School of Engi-
neering Maseeh Outstanding Research Award. His co-authored papers have received the
IEEE Information Theory Society Paper Award, IEEE Communications Society Best Tutorial
Paper Award, IEEE Communications Society Heinrich Hertz Award, IEEE Signal Processing

Society Young Author Best Paper Award, IEEE Information Theory Society Jack Wolf ISIT Best Student Paper Award, and three
IEEE GLOBECOM Best Paper Awards. Dr. Jafar received the UC Irvine EECS Professor of the Year award six times, in 2006,
2009, 2011, 2012, 2014 and 2017 from the Engineering Students Council, a School of Engineering Teaching Excellence
Award in 2012, and a Senior Career Innovation in Teaching Award in 2018. He was a University of Canterbury Erskine
Fellow in 2010 and an IEEE Communications Society Distinguished Lecturer for 2013-2014. Dr. Jafar was recognized as a
Thomson Reuters/Clarivate Analytics Highly Cited Researcher in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. He served as Associate Editor
for IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS 2004-2009, for IEEE COMMUNICATIONS LETTERS 2008-2009 and for
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON INFORMATION THEORY 2009-2012. He is a Fellow of the IEEE.
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