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Editorial

Reaching Out Globally

IEEE’s vision is to “be essential to the global
technical community and to technical professionals
everywhere, and be universally recognized for the
contributions of technology and of technical
professionals in improving global conditions.” Like
its parent organization, the IEEE Professional
Communication Society has been working for more
than two decades to address the needs of engineers
and professional and technical communicators
worldwide by making research in our discipline
available to those who need to use it. In our
TRANSACTIONS, we have published the work of
increasing numbers of authors from outside North
America, particularly from Europe and Asia, and
have likewise added representation from these two
continents to our Editorial Board.

Although we recognize that English is the lingua
franca of business, science, and technology these
days, we also know that not everyone who is a
potential member of the TRANSACTIONS audience
reads and comprehends English fluently. Even for
those with fair proficiency, reading only the
abstract of a journal article may require time and
attention that are in short supply. Being able to
review abstracts more quickly should increase
research efficiency although the full text of the
articles is in English.

As a result, we are inaugurating an experiment in
this issue that we hope will increase awareness of
the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON PROFESSIONAL

COMMUNICATION, contribute to its usefulness, and
disseminate the results of the research that we
publish more widely. By including Chinese and
Spanish translations of article abstracts, the
TRANSACTIONS will be reaching out to two very large
potential audiences. Mandarin Chinese has nearly
one-billion native speakers, and nearly half a
billion people have native proficiency in Spanish.

This editorial has supplementary downloadable material at
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org provided by the translators. The
files consist of a Chinese translation of the editorial by Z. Xi
(86 kB in size) and a Spanish translation of the abstract by
F. Hernández (70 kB in size).

IEEE 10.1109/TPC.2019.2893080

By adding Chinese and Spanish abstracts to our
TRANSACTIONS, we estimate that about one-third of
the people on earth will have the ability to read at
least the abstracts of the papers that we publish.

We are able to accomplish this goal through
significant volunteer effort. Dr. Sean Williams of
Clemson University has taken on the job of
Associate Editor for Abstract Translations. He has
recruited two very able native-speaker translators:
Dr. Zhongen Xi of the School of Foreign Languages,
Chongqing University of Posts &
Telecommunications, Dr. Raquel Anido of the
Department of Languages, Clemson University and
Professor Francisco Hernández, of the University of
Miguel Hernández of Elche, Spain.

The translations will appear as PDF files in the
supplementary downloadable material for each
article on the IEEE Xplore. The PDF files can be
accessed from the Xplore landing page for the
corresponding article, as well as from within the
PDF of the article itself.

The editorial staff of the TRANSACTIONS will track the
impact of the translated abstracts by comparing
the number of downloads for those articles with
historical download data in an attempt to
determine whether articles with Chinese and
Spanish abstracts attract an increase in
downloads. We will also be surveying subscribers
to determine their thoughts on the value of the
translated abstracts.

GEORGE F. HAYHOE, Editor-in-Chief
Mercer University School of
Engineering
Fletcher, NC 28732 USA
(email: Hayhoe_G@mercer.edu)

0361-1434 C© 2019 IEEE. Personal use is permitted, but republication/redistribution requires IEEE permission.
See http://www.ieee.org/publications standards/publications/rights/index.html for more information.
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Fig. 1. Chinese translation of this editorial. See the Chinese translation of the editorial by Z. Xi at
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org (86 kB in size) for a searchable version.
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Fig. 2. Spanish translation of this editorial. See the Spanish translation of the editorial by F. Hernández at
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org (70 kB in size) for a searchable version.
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