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Farewell Editorial

W ITH the publication of this June issue of the TRANSAC-
TIONS ON ROBOTICS, my five-year term as an Editor-

in-Chief finally comes to a close. Although I have reached an
age where time supposedly speeds up, the past five years have,
truth be told, often felt like an eternity (to anyone who laments
how the years seem to fly by, I highly recommend a stint as
an editor). Perhaps, in a few months, I may even wax nostalgic
for my old job. But the anticipation of no longer feeling over-
whelmed by the relentless tide of submissions, of not having to
agonize weekly over the contents of editorial rejection letters,
or no longer coping with the existential angst about whether,
after all the scrutiny and arguing, the papers that are published
really matter in the end, is almost cathartic. Finally, perhaps I
can now submit some of my own work to the Transactions!

Of course, I do not deny a profound sense of personal sat-
isfaction at having fulfilled what to me was an important civic
duty. The past five years have given me, if not quite enlighten-
ment, then at least a much sharper clarity about the purpose of
the Transactions, and our roles as contributors, reviewers, and
editors. They have reaffirmed to me that more than any other
journal in the field, the Transactions is the voice of our research
community—in terms of scope, geography, and demographics,
it is easily the most bottom-up, community-driven journal, with
a clear mission to serve the entire global community of robotics
researchers.

With the unfettered proliferation of seemingly serious but
non-peer-reviewed papers through personal webpages, reposi-
tories, and shadow journals, editors and reviewers more than
ever need to be curators who adhere to the strictest standards.
While it is true that of the hundred or so papers that the Trans-
actions publishes each year, only a handful (if that) will end up
being remembered as landmark works years from now, robotics
is increasingly becoming a discipline that advances less by the
grand theories and major discoveries of a few, and more and
more by the accumulated progress achieved by the many. De-
ciding which of these works is meaningful and impactful, and
therefore publishable, matters a great deal.

Any mention of research impact always seems to degener-
ate to a discussion of the SCI(E) impact factor. My advice to
those concerned with journal impact factors, and bibliometric
indicators in general, is not to lose any sleep over it. I think it
is fair to say that most of us recognize good (and bad) scien-
tific work when we see it. By now, word should have gotten
out that the impact factor is a rather crude and volatile indica-
tor of questionable worth, and that there is a whole universe of
bibliometric indicators–the eigenfactor, article influence score,
h5-index, to name a few—that should be used collectively in
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judging a journal’s quality. In fact, it is now a trivial matter to
determine from, e.g., Google Scholar, not only how many times
a particular paper has been cited, but by whom and in what form.
My suggestion to researchers would be to submit your papers
to a journal that best fits your work, one where your paper will
be judged by the right experts, and not to submit to a journal
simply for its impact factor.

Still, notwithstanding my disdain for the impact factor, the
bibliometric indicators for the Transactions (including the im-
pact factor) remain quite healthy—all indications are that the
Transactions still remains the most respected and authoritative
comprehensive robotics research journal. Our review times are,
despite the occasional annoying outliers, still among the fastest
of all robotics journals. The Transactions now offers authors
of accepted papers the option to present their work at the In-
ternational Conference on Robotics and Automation (ICRA),
with plans to expand to other conferences sponsored by the
IEEE Robotics and Automation Society. At the same time, a
mechanism has been developed for papers presented at selected
workshops and conferences, which have undergone a rigorous
and highly selective review process, to be invited to a fast-
track review and publications process at the Transactions. For
those Transactions papers that are extended versions of previ-
ous conference papers published in the IEEE Xplore, links to
the Transactions paper are being added to the Xplore page of
the conference paper.

In light of these innovations and of the recent launching
of IEEE ROBOTICS AND AUTOMATION LETTERS, the previous
conference-to-journal model of publishing an extended version
of a conference paper now requires substantially more new re-
sults beyond what was reported in the conference version. Still,
with the newly implemented options and features, for those au-
thors who believe they have a result important enough to be
published in the Transactions, their works can now be submit-
ted directly to the Transactions and, if accepted, later presented
at a subsequent ICRA (and eventually at other RAS-sponsored
meetings of the author’s choosing).

Having reported the state of the Transactions to be sound, I
am pleased to announce Kevin Lynch as the incoming Editor-
in-Chief for the Transactions. Kevin is a close personal friend
with nearly a decade of experience as a Transactions associate
editor and senior editor, and embodies all the qualities that I as-
pire to: an outstanding scholar with a strong sense of fairness, a
deep reservoir of discipline and energy, a great listener and com-
municator (and I would add, an almost compulsive obsession
with grammar, syntax, and punctuation). I cannot think of
a more qualified and able person than Kevin to lead the
Transactions through the current rapidly changing publications
landscape.
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To make Kevin’s job just a bit easier, I ask our contributors
the following:

1) to reserve only your best works for the Transactions, and
to submit your secondary works elsewhere;

2) to write your papers in a concise, compact way, and in a
way such that the gist of your results is accessible to a broader
robotics audience;

3) to willingly and quickly accept review requests from the
Transactions, and to complete the reviews carefully and on time;

4) to enthusiastically accept any invitation to serve on the
Transactions editorial board.

I am most grateful to all of our editorial board members for
their dedication and commitment to the Transactions, particu-
larly to Carme Torras and Abder Kheddar (whose terms as a
senior editor ended recently), to Todd Murphey (whose term
as a senior editor will end later in the year), to Aude Billard,
I-Ming Chen, and Pierre Dupont for their continued dedicated
service as senior editors, and to our newest senior editors, Fran-
cois Chaumette and Eiichi Yoshida. I am also grateful to all of
our associate editors past and present whom I am unable to list

here for space reasons. My greatest reward has been the privi-
lege of working with some of the best roboticists in the world in
our senior and associate editors; I will truly miss working with
you.

I would also like to express my gratitude to Stephanie Brown,
Amy Reeder, and Kathy Colabaugh of the IEEE for their many
contributions to a smooth-running Transactions. Last but not
least, I would like to thank Claire You, the Transactions Editorial
Assistant, for her selfless dedication and commitment to the
Transactions, and for holding the entire ship together these past
five years.

Finally, to our community of readers and contributors, it has
been a privilege and honor to serve you. I very much look
forward to rejoining you as a reader, contributor, and reviewer
for the Transactions.

Frank C. Park, Editor-in-Chief
Seoul National University
Seoul, Korea
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