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Editorial

H ELLO, vehicular technology researchers and enthusiasts.
I am happy to introduce you through this short edito-

rial to a brand new year for IEEE Transactions on Vehicular
Technology. As it is already customary, I will start by thanking
all the personnel that has helped me in the operation of this
journal. Thank you to the Board of Governors of the IEEE
Vehicular Technology Society for supporting our journal and
our operations in many ways. Special thanks go to Dr. Weihua
Zhuang, the Vice-President of Publications of the IEEE Ve-
hicular Technology Society, and Dr. Michael Fang. Both are
past Editors-in-Chief of this publication and have offered me
countless advice over the past years. Their experience has helped
me tremendously. Thank you to Ms. Sonal Parikh, IEEE repre-
sentative to Scholar One, and Mr. George Criscione, our Journal
Coordinator. Both of them have helped a lot to make sure that
all submissions and their review and publication processes go
smoothly by taking care of the underlying system and deci-
sions. In that regard, I am also grateful to our administrators,
Ms. Motoko Shiraishi (a new addition to the team this year)
and Mr. Tiago Koketsu Rodrigues who carefully handle and
overview every single submission made to this journal and offer
help to all of our editors and reviewers. The results I will mention
in this message were all obtained mostly due to this incredible
team and they deserve every single ounce of gratitude possible.

We had an exciting year in 2018 which lead me to have
even higher expectations for 2019. Surprisingly though, those
expectations were shattered and 2019 was even better than I
thought! For the first time in its history, our journal had over
4000 submissions in a single year: 4032 in 2019. This is a
big improvement over the 3349 we had in 2018. Our Impact
Factor also increased (as it had been in the previous years),
from 4.432 in 2017 to 5.339 in 2018. Additionally, one of my
personal goals in this journal is to keep the turnaround time
for submissions under 2 months, so that authors and results can
have a fast publication time (without compromising on quality,
of course). We achieved this for the first time in 2018, with a
turnaround time of 1.81 months. However, I am thrilled to say
that we further improved upon that to lower the turnaround time
to 1.65 months in 2019. We are proud that many authors choose
IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology as the venue to
publish their results, as shown by the number of submissions,
and thus want to retribute that by providing a fast turnaround
time.
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In this sense, I must offer praise to our team of editors
and reviewers, who do the most important work of reviewing
every single one of the submissions we receive. Those teams
are made of highly skilled professionals who kindly offer their
time to further improve the quality of academia and Science
as a whole and, thus, deserve the utmost respect. This year, I
want to specially recognize our top editors Kaigui Bian from
Peking University, Sunwoo Kim from Hanyang University,
Hicham Chaoui from Carleton University, and Guan Gui from
Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications. These
four have had a specially good performance this year, providing
quick and helpful comments and decisions to their assigned
manuscripts, which were also not few in number. I also want to
note our top reviewers: Nader Beigiparast from the University
of California-Irvine, Boya Di from Imperial College London,
Guido De Angelis from Regione Umbria, and Hongzhi Guo
from Northwestern Polytechnical University. All the names cited
here worked really hard this year and thus deserve this special
attention, but I am truly thankful to all reviewers and editors that
worked with us in 2018.

In 2020 we will do our best to maintain the level and quality
that we provided in 2019. For this, I will count on the strengths
of our Area Editors to lead our team and manage our journal.
In 2018 we had one change in position of Area Editors, where
Dr. Sumei Sun was replaced by Dr. Lingyang Song as Area
Editor of the Wireless Communications area. Special thanks to
Dr. Sun for all her effort and hard work for IEEE Transactions
on Vehicular Technology and the best of luck to her in her
new position as Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE Open Journal of
Vehicular Technology. I am sure that Dr. Song will continue her
legacy of high-quality leadership. Dr. Song has a long history
with our journal and has provided hundreds of reviews in the
past, so I am sure he is the right man for the job. He will work
alongside Dr. Mohamed Cenk Gursoy in their area. Meanwhile,
Dr. Lin Cai and Dr. Tomoaki Ohtsuki will continue as Area
Editors of the Wireless Networks and Mobile Services Area,
Dr. Alireza Khaligh will handle the Vehicle Electronics area and
Dr. Richard Yu will take care of the Connected Vehicle Series
special section.

Well, that is it from me for this message. Know that I will
also give my best always for this journal and to maintain the
level we have attained. This is all done for you, readers, and
for our authors, who are always the most important parts and
contributors of IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology.

NEI KATO, Editor-in-Chief
Graduate School of Information Sciences

Tohoku University, Japan
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