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The Simulation Curmudgeon*
Curmudgeon [ker-muhj-uhn] noun: a crusty, ill-tempered, and usually old man.

Barry L. Nelson, Walter P. Murphy Professor and Chair, Department of
Industrial Engineering and Management Sciences, Northwestern

University

Computer simulation is a true success story of modern analysis, so it is
hard to be anything but positive about it. But the Simulation
Curmudgeon* thinks maybe we should question some of the standard
practices of simulation. In particular, he complains “Why do we teach
people to build simulation models as if they will never change? Why do
we treat simulation like poor man’s queueing theory? Why do we fit input
distributions like it's 19227 And why, in 2013, can’t we talk to our
simulations?” In this presentation the Simulation Curmudgeon will
expound (in a lighthearted way) on these complaints, plead guilty to
most of them, and offer some thoughts about what we might be doing
instead.

*The “Simulation Curmudgeon” was inspired by writer Frank Deford’s
“Sports Curmudgeon.”
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