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DECOUPLING OF MIXED METHODS BASED ON GENERALIZED
HELMHOLTZ DECOMPOSITIONS*

LONG CHENT AND XUEHAI HUANG?

Abstract. A framework to systematically decouple high order elliptic equations into combina-
tion of Poisson-type and Stokes-type equations is developed. The key is to systematically construct
the underling commutative diagrams involving the complexes and Helmholtz decompositions in a
general way. Discretizing the decoupled formulation leads to a natural superconvergence between
the Galerkin projection and the decoupled approximation. Examples include but not limit to: the
primal formulations and mixed formulations of biharmonic equation, fourth order curl equation, and
triharmonic equation etc. As a by-product, Helmholtz decompositions for many dual spaces are
obtained.
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1. Introduction. We shall develop a framework to systematically decouple high
order elliptic equations into combination of Poisson-type and Stokes-type equations.
The key is to systematically construct the underling commutative diagrams involving
the complexes and Helmholtz decompositions in a general way.

Differential complexes and corresponding Helmholtz decompositions play the fun-
damental role in the design and analysis of mixed finite element methods. Among
many others, the de Rham complex for the Hodge Laplacian and the elasticity complex
for the linear elasticity are two successful examples [4, 5]. A direct and useful result
of a differential complex is the Helmholtz decomposition. With this decomposition,
the kernel spaces of differential operators involved in the complex are characterized
clearly. The generalized Helmholtz decomposition of Banach spaces presented in this
paper can be regarded as a generalization of the well-known Helmholtz-Hodge de-
composition in [4]. The Helmholtz-Hodge decomposition is L2-orthogonal, while the
generalized Helmholtz decomposition is only a direct sum, but not necessary to be
orthogonal.

Our approach is based on the following diagram

U
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where the isomorphisms Jx and Jy are the inverses of the Riesz representations, and
the rest linear operators are all continuous but not necessarily isomorphic. The middle
complex is exact, i.e. ker(d) =img(d™), d is surjective and d~ is injective. A stable
Helmholtz decomposition can be derived from (1.1)

(1.2) Y= d PalsllyV.

By finding the specific diagrams of (1.1), we recover several well-known Helmholtz
decompositions and discover many new Helmholtz decompositions. In particular, we
obtain Helmholtz decompositions for many dual spaces. We summarize the details of
these Helmholtz decompositions in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Ezamples of Helmholtz decomposition generated from (1.1)-(1.2).

Hilbert space Helmholtz decomposition Refs.
L?*(Q) in 2d and 3d VH(Q) ot curl H(Q) [4, 29, 18]
H'(Q)in 2d VL3(Q) @+ A(curl HZ(S)) [45]
H'(div,Q) in 2d VH;(Q) & curl L2() [14]
H™'(div div, ;S) in 2d Ve x H'(Q;R?) @ mH(Q) [40]

H (divdiv, ;S) in 2d Ve x H'(Q;R?) @ 7A~TL*(Q) | Section 2.4
H*(rotrot,Q;S) in 2d eL?(Q;R?) @ curl curl HZ(Q) Section 2.5

H%(div*,Q) in 2d symcurl H(Q;S) ® EVHZ(Q) | Section 2.7
H™'(div, Q) in 3d VH(Q) @ curl L*(Q; R?) Section 2.2
H™'(curl, Q) in 3d VLZ(Q) @® curl Ho(curl, Q) Section 2.3

H (curlcurl, (K§)') in 3d | spn~!skw H°(div, devsym) @ K§ | Section 2.6

An abstract two-term mixed formulation based on the commutative diagram (1.1)
is: given g € ¥ and f € V| find (o,u) € ¥ x V such that

(1.3) (o,7)x + {dr,u) = {(g,7) VTE€ED,
(1.4) (do,v) = (f,v) VveV

Under the assumption that the norm equivalence
(1.5) I3 = Irl% + ldrly, Vrex

holds, the mixed formulation (1.3)-(1.4) is wellposed. Indeed, d is surjective from
the commutative diagram (1.1). And the norm equivalence (1.5) can guarantee the
continuity of the bilinear forms and the coercivity of (-,-)xs on ker(d).

To discretize the inner product (o, 7)x/, we introduce ¢ = J;(la € X and obtain
an equivalent but unfolded three-term formulation: find (¢,u,0) € X x V x ¥ such
that

(1.6) (0, 9)x — (o, dv+¢) = ~(fiv) ¥V (P,v) € X xV,
(1.7) (d'u+ ¢, 7) = {g,7) V1rex.

Equation (1.6) is the combination of (1.4) and ¢ = Jx'o, and equation (1.7) follows
from (1.3) and ¢ = Jx'o.

Applying the Helmholtz decomposition (1.2) to the unfolded formulation (1.6)-
(1.7), we obtain a decoupled formulation: find w,u € V, ¢ € X, and p € P/ker d~
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such that

(1.8) (w,v)v = (f,v) YovelV,

(1.9) (¢, ¢)x — (d7p,¥) = (sllyw, ) Ve X,

(1.10) (d7¢q,9) = (g,d7q) Vg€ P/kerd,
(1.11) (u,x)v =(g9 —¢,lIsllyx) VxeV.

The middle system (1.9)-(1.10) of (¢, p) is now a Stokes-type system, and (1.8) and
(1.11) are usually Poisson-type equations depending on the inner product (-,-)y .
By finding the underlying complexes, we recover some recent results on the de-
coupling of
e the HHJ method for plate problem into two Poisson equations and one linear
elasticity problem [40];
e the primal formulation of biharmonic equation in two and three dimensions
into two Poisson equations and one Stokes-type equation [36, 38, 27];
e the primal formulation of the fourth order elliptic singular perturbation prob-
lem into two Poisson equations and one Brinkman problem [27];
e the primal formulation of fourth order curl equation into two Maxwell equa-
tions and one Stokes equation [52].
Moreover, we can get new decouplings by using the framework developed in this paper,
for example, we decouple
e the mixed formulation of fourth order curl equation into two Maxwell equa-
tions and one mixed formulation of Poisson-type equation in Section 3.5;
e the primal formulation of the triharmonic equation in two dimensions into
two biharmonic equations and one tensorial Stokes equation in Section 3.6;
e the mixed formulation of the triharmonic equation in two dimensions into two
biharmonic equations and one tensorial Poisson-type equation in Section 3.7;
e the m-th harmonic equation into two (m — 1)-th harmonic equations and one
tensorial Stokes-type equation in Section 3.6.

Compared to the original formulation, it is much easier to construct conforming
finite element spaces for the decoupled formulation, since the order of the system is
reduced and the finite element methods for Stokes equation and Poisson equation are
well-developed. We shall also show a natural superconvergence between the Galerkin
projection and the approximation based on the decoupled formulation.

We are motivated by the pioneer work of such decoupling for Reissner-Mindlin
plate model [14], which has been found since 1980s’, and a recent decomposition for
HHJ formulation of Kirchhoff plate model [40, 47] and biharmonic equation in three
dimensions [46]. Results can be also found for the primal formulation of biharmonic
equations [36, 38, 27], the primal formulation of the fourth order curl equation [52, 11],
the eigenvalue problem of biharmonic equation [54] and the linear second-order elliptic
problem in nondivergence form [28]. Viewed as the polyharmonic generalized Stokes
problem, the m-th harmonic equation was decoupled into (2m —2) Poisson-type prob-
lems and one generalized Stokes equation over the symmetric tensors by applying a
split recursively in [27]. As comparison, we decouple the m-th harmonic equation
into two (m — 1)-th harmonic equations and one tensorial Stokes-type equation inde-
pendently, and recursively to decouple into 2" ~! Poisson equations and (2! — 1)
Stokes-type equations, which is different from the decoupling in [27] for m > 3. We
can also stop the decoupling at biharmonic equations, which can be discretized di-
rectly by many existing finite elements methods. We refer to [48, 53] for more works
on reducing the m-th harmonic equation into the lower order partial differential equa-
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tions. Our framework unifies most of those results and will lead to many more Hodge
decompositions especially for high order elliptic equations. Along this way, we can
decouple the higher order partial differential equation into lower order ones, which
makes the discretization easier.

In addition, the explicit expression of the kernel space can be used to develop fast
solvers, see, for example, [33, 3, 35, 20, 21]. The Helmholtz decomposition is also a
key tool to construct the a posteriori error estimators of nonconforming and mixed
finite element methods [1, 16, 17, 19, 37, 22]. The important role of the structure
revealed in our work for designing fast solvers and the a posterior error analysis will
be explored somewhere else.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we establish the
generalized Helmholtz decomposition based on the commutative diagram and give
several examples. The abstract mixed formulation and its decomposition based on
the Helmholtz decomposition are presented in Section 3. In Section 4, we discretize
the decoupled formulation directly illustrated by two examples. Throughout this
paper, we use “< ---” to mean that “< C---”, where C is a generic positive constant
independent of meshsize h, which may take different values at different appearances.
And a =~ b means a < band b < a.

2. Generalized Helmholtz Decompositions. In this section we apply the
splitting lemma of Banach spaces and Hilbert spaces to differential complexes and
obtain Helmholtz-type decompositions for several Sobolev spaces with negative index.

2.1. Background in Functional Analysis. We start from a short exact se-
quence

(2.1) W 1% U—>0.

Here capital letters represent Banach spaces and d; (i = 1,2) are bounded linear
operators. The sequence (2.1) is exact meaning that

ker(d;) = img(dy), img(d;) = U.

The space W can be further reduced to the quotient space W/ ker(dy) so that

~ . d2 _  di
0 —>W/ker(ds) |4 U 0

forms a short exact sequence in the context of group [30].

Let U,V be two additional Banach spaces and d; : U — V be a bounded linear
operator. Let Iy : diU — V be a bounded linear operator, and Jy : U — U be an
isomorphism satisfying the assumption:

(2.2) di Iy dyu = Jyu for all u € U,

which can be summarized as the following commutative diagram

‘7
(2.3) ,VT
Vv
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To derive the generalized Helmholtz decomposition, we first recall the splitting
lemma in algebraic topology.

LEMMA 2.1 (Splitting lemma in [30]). For a short exact sequence

d; da
0 U V w 0

of abelian groups the following statements are equivalent:
(a) There is a homomorphism ds:V — U such that dzd; is the identity on U.
(b) There is a homomorphism dy: W — V such that da dy is the identity on W.
(¢) The group V is isomorphic to the direct sum of U and W, with di corresponding
to the natural injection of U and do to the natural projection onto W.
Apparently Banach spaces are abelian groups under addition. Then we have an
generalized Helmholtz decomposition as follows.
THEOREM 2.2. Suppose we have a short exact sequence (2.1). Assume the com-
mutative diagram (2.3) holds with all the linear operators being bounded and Jy : U —
U being an isomorphism. Then we have a stable Helmholtz decomposition

(2.4) V = do(W/ker(dy)) @& Iy 41U,

where @ means the direct sum. More precisely for any v € XN/, there exist w €
W /ker dy and u € U such that

(2.5) 7= dow + Iy dyu,
(2.6) @l + llullo < 119l

Proof. By assumptions, we have a short exact sequence

—~ - a2 ~ J51 al
0 —>W/ker(d2) 1% U 0.

And Iy d; forms a right inverse of J;;' dy. Thus (2.4) holds by Lemma 2.1 which is
stable as all operators involved are continuous. ad

The generalized Helmholtz decomposition (2.4) is a direct result of the splitting
lemma after finding the underlying commutative diagram (2.3). One contribution of
this paper is to construct various commutative diagrams to induce stable Helmholtz
decompositions on Sobolev spaces of negative order.

Remark 2.3. Consider Hilbert space V with inner product (-,-)i;. The quotient

space ker(dy)/ da(W) is isomorphic to the space of harmonic forms
§ = {5617; 4T =0, (7, dofl)y = 0 vweW}.

When the quotient space ker(dy)/ da(W) is non-trivial, i.e., the sequence (2.1) is not
exact, the Helmholtz decomposition will be

V= do(W/ker(dy)) @ Iy iU & §.
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In Theorem 2.2, the decomposition is a direct sum but not necessarily orthogonal.
Indeed in the proof we do not use the inner product structure. We now explore the
orthogonality for Hilbert complexes. In what follows, we always denote by (-,-) the
duality pairing and reserve (-,-) for the L? inner product.

Denoted by X’ the dual space of a linear space X and T” : Y’ — X’ the dual of
a linear operator 7' : X — Y defined as

<T/gv :E> = <gv TI>

When X is a Hilbert space with an inner product (-,-)x and X’ is the continuous
dual of X, by Riesz representation theorem, we have an isomorphism Jy : X — X"
for any w € X, define Jxw € X' as

(2.7) (Jxw,v) = (w,v)x YoveX.

The induced inner product and norm for any w’,v’ € X' are given by

(2.8) (W', v)xr = (T, T ) x = (Jtw! o) = (W', T '),
lw'llx = | T || x-

Let U, V,W be Hilbert spaces. Suppose we have a short exact sequence of their
dual spaces

I !
! I d2 ! dl !
(2.9) 0 —>W'/ker(d3) Vv U 0.

By Remark 2.15 in [46], the dual complex (2.9) implies the exact sequence

4 ds
(2.10) 0—>U 1% W

Then it is apparent that d}Jy d; is an isomorphism from U to U’. By taking Jy =
d} Jy di, the assumption (2.2) holds. With X (X = U, V,W) and d; (i = 1, 2) replaced
by X' (X =U,V,W) and d} (i = 1,2), the commutative diagram (2.3) becomes

dj dj

U’ 0
2

Applying Theorem 2.2 to the commutative diagram (2.11), we recover the following
orthogonal Helmholtz decomposition.

V/
(2.11) JVT
dy

V<~——-o

COROLLARY 2.4. Suppose the short exact Hilbert sequence (2.9) holds. Then we
have the (-, )y -orthogonal Helmholtz decomposition

(2.12) V' = dy(W'/ker(db)) @t Jy dyU.
That is for any v' € V', there exist w' € W' /ker dy and w € U such that

(2.13) v = dyw' + Jy diu,
(2.14) [V = Il a5 + [T duullf .
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Corollary 2.4 is indeed one way to express the well-known closed range theorem
[51] for Hilbert spaces and the associated orthogonal space decomposition.

In the decomposition (2.12), we need to know Jy which involves the inner product
of Hilbert space V. Sometimes we do not know exactly the space V' or not necessarily
need to know. We give an example to illustrate this point.

Consider a dense subspace V of a larger space Y endowed with the inner product
(-,-)y. In most places in this paper, Y is the L? space for scalar or vector functions
with (-,-)y = (-, -) being the L?-inner product. We can equip V with the graph inner
product

(2.15) (w,v)y = (w,v)y + (daw, da2v)w.

Or we can start from Y and define V' as the subspace of Y with || - ||y < co. By
identifying Y’ with Y using the inner product (-,-)y, we have the rigged Hilbert
space [12, 26]

(2.16) VcycVv.
We compute Jy : V — V' as: foranyu e U andv eV
<JV diu, ’U> = (dlu, ’U)V = (dlu, ’U)y + (dg diu, dg’l})W = (dlu, ’U)y.

Thus Jy is the composition of the natural inclusions in (2.16) on d;U. On the other
hand, we can use the commutative diagram to characterize the dual space.

COROLLARY 2.5. Suppose the short exact Hilbert sequence (2.9) holds, and V is
equipped with the graph inner product (2.15). Assume we have another short exact
Hilbert sequence

b 4
w’ Vv U’ 0,
and commutative diagram
N N
n
dy
V——"yU

with I being the embedding operator. Then V =V’ = dy(W'/ker(d})) ® diU.

Proof. The result immediately follows from the previous illustration, Corollary 2.4
and Theorem 2.2. d

We shall present examples in the sequel. Let 2 C R™, n = 2,3, be a bounded
Lipschitz domain. Denote by M the space of all n x n tensors, S the space of all
symmetric n X n tensors, and K the space of all skew-symmetric n X n tensors. For
any tensor 7 € M, let sym T := (7 + 77)/2 be the symmetric part of the tensor, and
skw T := (7 — 77)/2 be the skew-symmetric part. Denote the deviatoric part and the
trace of the tensor 7 by dev T and tr T accordingly. We have

1
devr =7 — —(tr7)I.
n
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Define operator spn : R? — M as follows: for any vector @ = (a1, az,a3)T € R3, the
tensor spna € M is given by

0 —as a9
spna := | as 0 —aq
—asg aq 0

Denote by &3 the set of all permutations of (1,2,3). Define the set of symmetric
third-order tensors as (cf. [48, Section 2])

8(3) = {T € (R2)3 CTh152,08 T T i) sde2)do() v (j17j27j3) € {172}37 o€ 63}'

The symmetric part sym 7T € S(3) of a tensor 7 € (R?)3 is defined by

1
(SymT)jl,jQJS = m Z T o) do(2)do(3)

o€S(3)

for all (j1, ja,j3) € {1,2}3. We use standard notation for Sobolev spaces and boldface
letters for vector and tensor valued spaces. When we want to emphasize the spatial
dimension, we include R™ into the notations of spaces.

Recall the de Rham complexes in two dimensions

curl div

(2.17) 0 —> Hj(Q) —— Hy(div, Q) — L3(Q) —> 0,
curl div

(2.18) R —> H'(Q) —— H(div,Q) — L*(Q) —> 0,
curl div

(2.19) 0 —> Hg™(Q) ——— H§™ (O R?) —— H(Q) —> 0,
curl div

(2.20) R —> H**?(Q) — H* ™' (Q;R?) —— H*(Q) —> 0,

and the de Rham complexes in three dimensions

grad curl div

(2.21) 0—> Hy (Q)————> H(curl, Q)———> H(div, Q) L (Q)—>0,
grad curl div

(2.22) R—s> H(Q) H (curl, Q)—— H (div, Q) L*(Q)—>0,
grad curl div

(2.23) 0—> HT3(Q)———> H 2 (R —— HETH(Q; R?) HE(Q)—>0,
grad curl div

(2.24) R—> H*t3(Q)———> H* "3 (O; R?)——— H* T (Q; R?) H*(Q)—>0,

with s € R. In 2-D, as curl is a rotation of grad operator, we could have similar
sequences by replacing curl by grad, div by rot, and H (div,2) space by H(rot, ()
space. For example, an analogue of (2.20) is

grad rot
(2.25) R —> H*"?(Q) —— H* ™ (Q;R?) —— H*(Q) —> 0.
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When (Q is simply connected with connected boundary, the L? de Rham complexes
(2.17)-(2.18) and (2.21)-(2.22) are exact [29, 4, 5], the complexes (2.20) and (2.24)-
(2.25) are exact if s is an integer, and the complexes (2.19) and (2.23) are exact if s
is a nonnegative integer [46, 25]. When € is a bounded domain starlike with respect
to a ball, the complexes (2.20) and (2.24)-(2.25) are exact for any s € R, and the
complexes (2.19) and (2.23) are exact if s is nonnegative and s — 1 is not an integer
[25, p. 301]. Hereafter, we only consider the domain Q without harmonic forms,
i.e., we always assume the bounded Lipschitz domain €2 is simply connected with
connected boundary in this paper. It will be more sophisticated in the discretization
of decoupled formulations and in designing fast solvers and adaptive algorithms when
the non-trivial harmonic forms appear in the Helmholtz decompositions. For ease of
presentation, we use H*(Q) to denote H*(Q2; R™) for n = 1,2, 3.

We recall the well known L?-orthogonal Helmholtz decomposition (cf. [49, 4])

L*(Q) = VH}(Q) & curl (H'(€)/ ker(curl))

in two and three dimensions from the exact sequences (2.20) and (2.24) with s = —1,
and the H~'-orthogonal decomposition of H*(Q;R?) (cf. [45, Lemma 2.4])

HY(Q;R?) = VL(Q) & Acurl H3 (Q))
from the exact sequences (2.25) with s = —2. In the following, we present several less
well-known and some new Helmholtz decompositions.

2.2. Helmholtz decomposition of H '(div) space. For n = 2 and 3, define
H '(div,Q) == {p € H(Q) : divep € H1(Q)}

with squared norm Hd)H%,l(div) = @2, + || divel]]2;.
LEMMA 2.6. The complex

curl div
L*(Q) — H '(div,Q) —— H () —> 0

is exact in both two and three dimensions.

Proof. We know ker(div)NH ' (Q) = curl(L*(Q2)) from the exact sequence (2.20)
or (2.24) with s = —2. Obviously ker(div) N H ! (div, Q) = ker(div) N H ().
With s = —1, it holds div L*(€; R") = H~'(f2), which together with L*(; R™) C
H'(div, Q) indicates div H ™ *(div, Q) = H1(Q). 0
With this exact sequence, we build up the commutative diagram

L2(Q) 2 g (div, Q) > F-1(Q) ——= 0

(2.26) ,T TA

grad

H(curl, Q) <<— HL(Q)

By Theorem 2.2, we obtain the Helmholtz decomposition in both two and three di-
mensions

(2.27) H™'(div,Q) = VH}(Q) @ curl (L*(22)/ ker(curl)) .
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In two dimensions, ker(curl) = R and thus the Helmholtz decomposition (2.27) reads
as
H '(div,Q) = VH}(Q) @ curl LZ(Q)

which has been presented in [14, Proposition 2.3]. In three dimensions, ker(curl) =
VH(Q), it becomes

H™'(div, Q) = VH}(Q) & curl (L* (4 R?)/VH(Q)) .
Applying Remark 2.15 in [46] to the short exact sequence

grad curl
0 —> HJ(Q) ———— Hy(curl, Q) —— L*(Q)

)

we know the dual complex

curl div

L*(Q) —— (H(curl,Q)) —— H'(Q) — 0

is also exact. Then by Corollary 2.5, we get from the commutative diagram (2.26)
that

(2.28) (Ho(curl,Q)) = H™*(div, Q).

The inclusion H ™ *(div, Q) C (Ho(curl,Q))" has been proved in the book [9, p. 338]
for n = 2.

As we mentioned early that Jg(cym) is just identity operator on VH(} (Q), thus
the decomposition (2.27) is orthogonal in the inner product (-, -) H(curl)’> but not in
the L? inner product nor in the H~! inner product.

2.3. Helmholtz decomposition of H '(curl) space. Following [23], we in-
troduce the space

K¢ :={¢ € Hy(curl,Q) : divg = 0} = Hy(curl, )/ grad H}

equipped with norm || - || g(cur). Noting that curl K§ = curl Ho(curl, §2), we get the
following exact sequence from the 3D de Rham complex (2.21)

curl div
0 —> K§———— H(div, Q) L3(9Q) 0,

which together with Remark 2.15 in [46] implies the exactness of the dual complex

grad curl
0—>L§(Q) (Ho(div, Q) (K§)' —> 0.

We then construct an exact sequence with dual spaces to characterize the dual
space (H(div,))’. Define

H '(cur, Q) = {¢p € H (4R : curlp € H (4 R?)}

with squared norm Hq&H%,l(cml) = [|p||2, + || curl @]|2 ;.
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LEMMA 2.7. The complex

grad curl
0—>L2(Q) H ™ *(curl, Q) (K§) 0

1s exact.

Proof. We have ker(curl) N H™'(Q;R?) = grad L3(Q) by taking s = —3 in the
exact sequence (2.24). Apparently ker(curl) N H ~*(curl, Q) = ker(curl) N H ~' (Q; R3),
which implies the exactness of the former complex.

By the Poincaré inequality on K§ [44, 34], (curl-, curl-) defines an inner product
on K§ and (curlcurl) ™! : (K§)" — K§ is an isomorphism. Given a f € (K§)', finding
u € K§ such that curlcurlu = f in (K§)’ is the Maxwell’s equation with divergence
free constraint. Since curl K§ ¢ H ™ *(curl, ), we obtain

(K§) = curlcurl K§ € curl H™*(curl, Q).
Due to (2.28),
curl H ! (curl, Q) ¢ H™'(div, Q) = (Ho(curl, Q) c (K§)'.
Therefore
(2.29) (K§) = curl H ' (curl, Q) = (Ho(curl, Q) = H™*(div, Q),

as required. a

Then we construct the commutative diagram

L2(Q) 2% B (ewl, Q) <UL (Kg) 0

(230) IT Tcurl curl
Ho(div, Q) <= K¢

Using Theorem 2.2, it holds the stable Helmholtz decomposition
(2.31) H (curl, Q) = VL2(Q) @ curl K§ = VL2(Q) @ curl Ho(curl, Q).
According to Corollary 2.5 and commutative diagram (2.30), it follows
(H(div,Q)) = H *(curl, Q),

and thus the decomposition (2.31) is also orthogonal in (-, -) g(giv)s inner product. A
decomposition of the dual space of H'(div, Q) := {¢p € Ho(div, Q) : dive € H*(Q)}
was presented in [2].

2.4. Helmholtz decomposition of symmetric tensors: HHJ complex.
We now consider differential complexes involving symmetric tensor functions.

LEMMA 2.8. We have the following exact sequence

sym curl divdiv
(2.32) H' (Q;R?) ——————— L*(Q;S) ———— H (Q) —> 0.
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Proof. The identity ker(div div) = img(sym curl) can be found in [37]. Thanks
to the exact sequence (2.20) with s = —1, -2,

divdivL?(Q; M) = div H ' (Q; R?) = H~%(Q).
Noting that L?(Q;M) = L*(;S) + L*(Q;K) and divdivL?*(Q;K) = 0, we achieve
divdivL?(Q;S) = divdivL?(Q; M) = H2(Q). 0

With the exact sequence (2.32) we construct the following commutative diagram

symcurlLQ(Q' S) div div Hfz(Q) >0

3

S

L2(0;S) <Y — H2()

H'(Q;R?)

By Corollary 2.4, we recover the L?-orthogonal Helmholtz decomposition obtained
in [37, Lemma 3.1]

L*(;S) = sym curl H(Q; R?) &t V2H2(Q).
We can follow the definition of H ~*(div, ) to introduce the following spaces
H™'(divdiv, S) := {r € L*(;S) : divdivr € H'(Q)}

with squared norm [|7|3,- = ||7||2 + || divdivT|]%,, and

1(div div) *
H(divdiv,Q;S) := {7 € L*(Q;S) : divdivT € L*(Q)}

with squared norm ||T||i1(divdiv) = ||7]|2 + ||divdivT||3. We recall the Hellan-

Herrmann-Johnson (HHJ) exact sequence (cf. [21, Lemma 2.2]) and give a simple
proof here.

LEMMA 2.9. We have the following exact sequence

sym curl div div
(2.33) H'(Q;R?) ———— H '(divdiv,Q;S) ——— H Q) —> 0.

Proof. We only need to prove divdivH ~*(div div, ;S) = H~1(Q). By the defi-
nition of H™'(divdiv,$;S), apparently divdivH '(divdiv,Q;S) ¢ H '(Q). On
the other side, for each v € H™1(2) C H2(2), by the exact sequence (2.32),
there exists 7 € L*(;S) such that divdivr = v. Note that v € H~(f), thus
T € H ' (divdiv,Q;S), which indicates H~1(Q) C divdivH ~*(divdiv, ;S). 0

Given a scalar function v, we can embed it into the symmetric tensor space as
w(v) = vIlaxa. Since Av = divdiva(v), we have the commutative diagram in two
dimensions

sym curl div div

H'(O;R?) —= H '(divdiv,Q;S) == H1(Q) —=0
(2.34) IT T N
H(948) =<——— Hg(Q)
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According to Theorem 2.2, we recover the recent Hemholtz decomposition in [40,
Theorem 3.1]

(2.35) H™'(divdiv, Q;S) = sym curl H' (Q; R?) @ wH{ (Q).

The index —1 can be further decreased to —2; see Lemma 2.10 in the next subsection.

The generalized Hemholtz decomposition (2.35) is not orthogonal in H~'(%;S) or

H™'(div div, Q;S) inner product. Indeed 7 # (divdiv)’, thus (2.35) is derived from

Theorem 2.2 for Banach spaces rather than Corollary 2.4 for Hilbert spaces.
Smoothness of the symmetric tensor can be further increased to

sym curl div div

H'(O;R?) "— H(divdiv, ;S) = L*(Q) —=0
IT TI )
1 TAT! 2
Hy(;S) =<— L*(Q)
which leads to the generalized Helmholtz decomposition
H(divdiv,Q;S) = symcurl H' (; R?) @ nA~LL2(Q).

2.5. Helmholtz decomposition of symmetric tensors: linear elasticity.
Recall that the symmetric gradient e(u) = (Vu + (Vu)T)/2. Let

H %(rotrot,;S) := {r € H '(%;S) : rotrotT € H %(Q)}

with squared norm |73, = [|7||%; + || rot rotT||%,.

—2(rot rot) :
LEMMA 2.10. The complex
€ rot rot
(2.36) L?*(Q;R?) —— H *(rotrot,;S) ——— H 2(Q) —> 0

s exact.

Proof. Tt is trivial that (2.36) is a complex, i.e., rotrot o e = 0. Next we show

the exactness. For any T € ker(rotrot), by the exact sequence (2.25) with s = —3,
there exists v € H1(Q) satisfying rotT = V. Since Vv = rot <_OU 8>7 we have

(e (2 )0

Thus 7 = (—v O) + V¢ with ¢ € L?(Q;R?), which together with the fact that =

is symmetric means 7 = &(¢). Hence ker(rot rot) C img(e).
By the rotation of the exact sequence (2.32), rotrotL?*(Q;S) = H~2(Q). Thus
H~2(Q) C rotrot H ?(rot rot, €;S), which implies img(rot rot) = H~2(Q). 0

With the complex (2.36) and the fact that A? = rotrotIcurlcurl, we have the
commutative diagram

L*(Q:R?) — > H ?(rotrot, 2 S) 2% H-2(Q) — 0
(2.37) IT T N
H(div, Q;S) <2 m2(q)
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which leads to a Helmholtz decomposition
(2.38) H ?(rotrot,Q;S) = e L?*(2; R?) @ curl curl HZ(Q).
Applying Corollary 2.5 to commutative diagram (2.37), we have
(Ho(div,;S)) = H *(rotrot, Q;S).
Therefore the decomposition (2.38) is also orthogonal in H(div, §2;S))’ inner product.
2.6. Helmholtz decomposition of H(curlcurl, (K§)’) space. Let
Li(uM) = {7 € L*(; M) : (tr7,1) = 0}.
Introduce two Hilbert spaces
H'(div,devsym) := {7 € L3(Q;M) : divT = 0,devsym T = 0}
with norm || - [|o, and
H (curlcurl, (K¢)) := {¢ € L*(4R?) : curlcurl ¢ € (K§)'}
with squared norm HT”%—I(curlcurl,(K[‘j)/) = ||7]|3 + || curl curl7-||%K8)/ :
LEMMA 2.11. The complex

spn~! skw curl curl

H'(div,dev sym) ——— H(curl curl, (K§)) (K§) 0

s exact.

Proof. By definition img(curl curl) = (K§)’. Next we show that ker(curl curl) =
img(spn~?! skw).

Taking any 7 € H(div, devsym), set ¢ = spn~! skw 7. Then we have spn =
skw 7. Noting that devsym 7T =0, i.e. sym7T = %(tr 7)1, it holds

(tr7)I + spnp.

Wl =

T =symT +skwt =

Hence by divT = 0 we obtain %V(tI‘T) = —divspnt = curlep, which implies

curlcurl 9 = 0. Thus we have img(spn~" skw) C ker(curl curl).
On the other hand, take any v € ker(curlcurl). Then there exists w € L3(Q)
such that curly = Vw. Let

(2.39) T =spnvy + wl.

Obviously divr = 0, wl = sym7T and w = % tr(sym7). Thus devsymT = 0, i.e.

1
3

7 € H°(div,devsym). By applying skw to (2.39), we have spnt = skw 7, which

indicates 19 = spn~! skw 7 € img(spn ! skw). O

According to the proof of Lemma 2.11, we have
(2.40) H°(div,devsym) = {7 = vl +spn¢: v € L3(Q), ¢ € L*(Q;R?),divr = 0}.

Therefore we have the commutative diagram

spn~ ! skw curl cur
H'(div, devsym) zon” sky H (curlcurl, (K§)") Lewr] (K§) 0
(241) I'r Tcurlcurl
C 1 [&
KO KO
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Applying Theorem 2.2, we get the stable Helmholtz decomposition
(2.42) H (curlcurl, (K§)') = spn~! skw H°(div, dev sym) & K.

Again this Helmholtz decomposition is not orthogonal in H (curl curl, (K§)’) or (K§)’
inner product.

2.7. Helmholtz decomposition of H ?(div®,Q) space. Denote
H2(div?, Q) := {7 € L*(%;S(3)) : divdivdivr € H~%(Q)}

with squared norm ||T||il,2(divg) := ||7||3+] divdivdivT||%,. Define E : Hi(Q;R?) —
H™2(div®, Q) as follows: for any 1 = (1,12)7 € HE(Q;R?), Evp := (T4jx)ax2x2 with

1
Ti11 = Y1, Too2 = P2, T112 = T121 = T211 = 51/12, Ti22 = T212 = T221 = 51/11'
LEMMA 2.12. The complex

sym curl div divdiv
H'(;S) ———— H *(div*,Q) ———— > H2(Q) —> 0

1s exact.

Proof. 1t is apparent that A? = divdivdivEV, thus img(divdivdiv) = H~2(Q).
We refer to [48, Theorem 4.1 and Theorem 4.4] for ker(div divdiv) = img(sym curl).0

Through constructing the commutative diagram

sym curl

H'(Q;8) 222, g2(div®, ) dvdiv g2y o9
(2.43) =) }az :
H (% R?) <— HE(Q)

we get the stable Helmholtz decomposition from Theorem 2.2
(2.44) H?(div?, Q) = symcurl H'(Q;S) ® EVHZ (Q).

More differential complexes and Helmholtz decompositions can be obtained and
some of them will be discussed along with the mixed formulations of elliptic systems.

3. Abstract Mixed Formulation and Its Decomposition. In this section
we present an abstract mixed formulation and use a Helmholtz decomposition to
decouple the saddle point system into several elliptic problems.

3.1. Framework. Assume we have the exact sequence

d- d
(3.1) P D) Vv’ 0,
and the commutative diagram
X 2 x
U
(3.2) P4y 4oy 0
N
~ Iy
Y=——V
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where the isomorphisms Jx and Jy are given by (2.7), i.e., the inverse of the Riesz
representation operator, and the rest linear operators are all continuous but not nec-
essarily isomorphic.

By Theorem 2.2, we have a stable Helmholtz decomposition

(3.3) Y =d PalglyV.

We emphasize that we do not need to know neither the short exact sequence at the
bottom nor the space ¥ in a very precise form (i.e. ¥ can be reasonably enlarged to
include the image space Iy V).

3.1.1. Two-term formulation. An abstract mixed formulation based on the
commutative diagram (3.2) is: given g € ¥’ and f € V’, find (0,u) € ¥ x V such that
(34) (UuT)X'+<dTvu>:<gvT> VTEE’

(3.5) (do,v) = (f,v) VYveW

The bilinear form (-, -)x is not necessary to be an inner product unless we intend
to involve X and Jx in the mixed formulation. We only require (-,)x/ is positive
semidefinite and symmetric.

To show the well-posedness of the mixed formulation (3.4)-(3.5), we assume the
following norm equivalence

(3.6) I7I% = I7l%- + 1477, VT ex.

This norm equivalence is usually trivial, and it holds apparently for all the examples
in this paper. Indeed the space X is usually constructed so that (3.6) holds.

THEOREM 3.1. Assume the exact sequence (3.1), the commutative diagram (3.2)
and the norm equivalence (3.6) hold, then the mized formulation (3.4)-(3.5) is uniquely
solvable. Moreover, we have the stability result

lolls + llullv < lglls + 11 fllv-

Proof. Tt is trivial that the bilinear forms in the mixed formulation (3.4)-(3.5) are
continuous due to (3.6). Using (3.6) again, it is also obvious that

Irlls < lI7llx- + [Id7flv: = [I7llx V7 € kerd.

By Babuska-Brezzi theory (cf. [6, 13, 8]), it suffices to prove the inf-sup condition

d
(3.7) lvllv < sup {dr, v) VoelV.
rex [I7lls

For each v € V| let 7 = IIgllyv. It is apparent that
I7lls = HsIlvolls S [loflv.
Then making use of the commutative diagram (3.2) and (2.7), it follows
(dr,v) = (dlsMyo,v) = (Jyv,v) = [Jv]7-

Hence we have
[ollviirlle S vl = (dr,v),

which means the inf-sup condition (3.7). O
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3.1.2. Unfolded three-term formulation. We derive an equivalent three-
term formulation of the mixed formulation (3.4)-(3.5) when X’ is a Sobolev space
of negative order. In this subsection, we assume the bilinear form (-,-)x+ is the cor-
responding inner product of X’.

Let ¢ = Jx'o € X. By (2.8), we can rewrite (3.4) as

(1,0) + (dr,u) = (g,7) VTeX.
Noting that o = Jx ¢, it follows from (2.7)

Therefore the mixed formulation (3.4)-(3.5) is equivalent to an unfolded three-term
formulation: find (¢, u,0) € X x V x X such that

(38) (¢7¢)X - <Uv d/’U +¢> = _<f7 U> + <9X,¢> v (wvv) € X X ‘/7
(3.9) (d'u+¢,7) = {g,7) Vrex,

with gx = 0. It is interesting to note that the variable o can be formally interpreted
as the Lagrange multiplier to impose the constraint I'¢) = — d’u in ¥/ if g = 0, where
I:Y — X' is the natural embedding operator. The operator equation of the mixed
formulation (3.8)-(3.9) is

Jx 0 I ¢ 9x
(3.10) 0 0 —d|u|l=|=f
r d o o g

According to Theorem 3.1, we immediately obtain the well-posedness of the mixed
formulation (3.8)-(3.9) for gx = 0. The well-posedness of the mixed formulation (3.8)-
(3.9) for general gx € X' is given as follows.

THEOREM 3.2. Assume the exact sequence (3.1), the commutative diagram (3.2)
and the norm equivalence (3.6) hold, then the unfolded mized formulation (3.8)-(3.9)
is uniquely solvable. Moreover, we have the stability result

16llx + llolls + lullv < lloxllx + lgller + [1fllv-

Proof. We split (3.10) as a 2 x 2 block saddle point system by treating X x V as
one space and denote by B=[I' d'] : X xV — ¥ as B((¢,u)) = I'¢ + d'u.

By (3.6), all the bilinear forms in the mixed formulation (3.8)-(3.9) are obviously
continuous. Let (¢,v) € ker(B) N (X x V), i.e., I = —d’v. Due to (2.7) and the
commutative diagram (3.2), we get

lvl|3 =(Jyv,v) = (dllsIlyv,v) = (Osllyv, d'v)
<[TsTyolls| dvlls < lvlvidvlls.
Noting that I’ : X — ¥ is continuous, we have

lollv S Td"vlls = 1T ]ls < ¥,

which implies the coercivity on the kernel of B.
On the other hand, for any 7 € ¥ it follows from (3.6) that

(1, ') (dr,v) (1, ' + d'v)
l

+ sup < sup

I7lls S lI7llxr + | d7llv = sup (r, ' + d'v)
h Ulix ey Iollv ~ pexwev 1¥x + [vllv

PeX

which is just the inf-sup condition of B. Therefore the required result is guaranteed
by Babuska-Brezzi theory. d
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3.1.3. Decoupled formulation. We decompose the mixed formulation (3.4)-
(3.5) using the Helmholtz decomposition (3.3). Applying the Helmholtz decomposi-
tion (3.3) to both the trial and test functions

o=d p+Isllyw, 7=d q¢+Isllyy,

where p,q € P/ker d”, and w,x € V. Then substituting them into the mixed
formulation (3.4)-(3.5), we have

(311) (d_p + sy w, HEHVX)X’ + <dHEHVx,u> = <g,H2HvX>,
(3.12) (d7p +sllyw, d”q)x = (g, d"q),
(3.13) (dlIsIlyw,v) = (f,v),

for any x € V, g € P/ker d~ and v € V. We obtain from the commutative diagram
(3.2) and (2.7) again

<dH2H\/’LU,’U> = <JVU),U> = (U},’U)V, <dH2H\/X,U> = (X?u)V

Therefore, the mixed formulation (3.11)-(3.13) is equivalent to (in backwards order):
find w eV, pe P/ker d”, and u € V such that

(314) (U},’U)V = <fa 1)> Vove ‘/7
(3.15) (d7p,d7q)x = (9, d7¢) — (Igllyw,d"¢)x» V qge P/kerd™,
(3.16) (u, x)v = (g, Isllyx) — (o, UsIlyx)x Vx €YV,

where 0 = d7p + s llyw.
Remark 3.3. When the decomposition (3.3) is orthogonal with respect to (-,-)x-
and g = 0, the second equation (3.15) will disappear. O

Applying the Helmholtz decomposition (3.3) to the unfolded formulation, the
decoupled mixed formulation (3.8)-(3.9) is equivalent to find w,u € V, ¢ € X, and
p € P/ker d~ such that

(3.17) (w,v)v = (f,v) YovelV,
(3.18) (¢, ¥)x — (d7p,¥) = (lsllyw, 1)) VyeX,
(3.19) (d7q,¢) = (g, d"q) Vg€ P/ker d”,
(3.20) (u, x)v = (9 — &, sllyx) VxeV.

The middle system (3.18)-(3.19) of (¢, p) is now a Stokes-type system.
We summarize the former derivation as follows.

THEOREM 3.4. Assume the exact sequence (3.1), the commutative diagram (3.2)
and the norm equivalence (3.6) hold, then the mized formulation (3.4)-(3.5) can be
decoupled as three elliptic equations (3.14)-(3.16) or four equations (3.17)-(3.20).

Remark 3.5. Let (-, -)x be the inner product of Hilbert space . When the space
of harmonic forms

H:={reX:dr=0, (r,d )z =0 VYqgeP}

is non-trivial, by Remark 2.3 we have the Helmholtz decomposition

Y=d"PollsllyV & $H.
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Then the mixed formulation (3.4)-(3.5) can be decoupled as: find w,u € V, p €
P/ker d—, and r € $ such that

(w,v)\/:<f,’0> V’UGV,
(dp+rdg+s)x =(g,d qg+s)— (Usllyw, d g+ s)x Vg P/kerd”,s € 9,
(u, x)v = (g, sy x) — (o, HsIlyx) x/ Vxev,

where 0 = d7p + lgllyw + r. And similar modification can be applied to the
decoupling of three-term formulation. In the decoupled formulation, however, the
space of harmonic forms should be identified a priori which may not be easy for
complicated geometric domains. (I

In the rest of this section, we shall apply our abstract framework to several con-
crete examples. It is worth mentioning again that the norm equivalence (3.6) is trivial
for all examples except the primal formulation of the fourth order curl equation. For
this exceptional case, the norm equivalence (3.6) is the result of (2.29). Hence we will
focus on the derivation of the commutative diagrams.

3.2. The primal formulation of the biharmonic equation. Consider the
biharmonic equation with homogenous Dirichlet boundary condition
A%y = in Q,
(3.21) /
u=0,u=0 on 02,

where f € H71(Q) and Q C R"™ with n = 2,3. The primal formulation of (3.21) is to
find u € HZ(Q) such that

(3.22) (V2u, VZ0) = (f,v) Yove€ HZ Q).

We first discuss the decoupling of (3.22) in two dimensions. We recall the known
decoupling from [36, 38, 27], which fits into the framework of this paper as follows. By
the rotated version of the commutative diagram (2.26), we build up the commutative
diagram

HY(O;R?) —2> HH(O;R?)

U
2 B (rot, Q) % H1(Q) ——0

r} fa

Ho(div, Q) <L H7l(Q)

(3.23) L3(Q)

where recall that

H '(rot,Q) :={¢p € H (4 R?) :rotp € H1(Q)}

with norm (|13 1,0 = @lI21 + [|rot @[|2;. According to Theorem 2.2, we have
the Helmholtz decomposition
(3.24) H '(rot,Q) = VLI(Q) @ curl H} ().

The corresponding mixed formulation is to find (y,u) € H ™ '(rot,Q) x H}(Q)
such that

(3.25) (v,8)-1 — (rot B,u) =0 V B € H '(rot,Q),
(3.26) (rotvy,v) = (f,v) Yo e Hi(Q),
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where f € H~'() and (7,0)-1 = —(A v, 8) = —{y.A” 'B).
By introducing variable ¢ = A ~ € H}(Q;R?), the unfolded formulation is
to find (v, u, @) € H *(rot, Q) x H&(Q) H(Q;R?) such that

(327) (V¢ V) + (y,curlv —9p) = (f,0) ¥ (v,9) € Hy(Q) x Hp(QR?),
(3.28) (B,curlu — @) =0 VY B8 H *(rot,Q),

which is just the rotation form of problem (2.4) in [15].

Equation (3.28) implies ¢ = curlu, which is plugged into equation (3.27) by
taking v = curlv with v € HZ(Q) gives the primal formulation of the biharmonic
equation (3.22) in two dimensions.

According to Theorem 3.4, the decoupled and unfolded formulation is to find
w e H(Q), ¢ € HY(R?), p e L3(Q) and u € HY () such that

(3.29) (curlw, curlv) = (f,v) Vv e Hy(Q),
(3.30) (V, Vp) + (divp,p) = (curlw ¥) Ve Hy(R?),
(3.31) (div b, ) = Ve I3(Q),
(3.32) (curlu, curl x) = (qb, curl x) Y x € H Q).

Therefore we recover the decoupling that the primal formulation of the biharmonic
equation (3.22) in two dimensions is equivalent to two Poisson equations and one
Stokes equation [36, 38, 27].

Such decoupling of the biharmonic equation in two dimensions can be generalized
in various ways. First we consider the fourth order elliptic singular perturbation
problem with homogenous Dirichlet boundary condition

(3.33) 2A%u — Au = f.
If we equip space H§(€2; R?) with norm (||-||24¢2|-|3)"/2 where & > 0, the fourth order

elliptic singular perturbation problem (3.33) will be decoupled to find w € Hg (),
¢ € HY (4 R?), pe LE(Q) and u € H(Q) such that

(curlw, curlv) = (f,v) Vv e HY ),

(¢,%) +3(V, V) + (divep,p) = (curlw,9p) V3 € Hy(QR?),
(div ¢,q) = 0 Ve 13(0),
(curlw, curl x) = (¢, curl x) Y x € HY Q).

Note that we derived this decoupling in 2016 independently of [27]. The second and
third equations form the Brinkman problem. The robust wellposeness of the Brinkman
problem with respect to the parameter € can be found in [43, 45, 41, 42, 50]. In
[43, 45, 41], the norms of the spaces L*(;R?) NeH (% R?) and H'(Q) N LE(Q) +
e~ 1LZ(Q) were adopted for ¢ and p respectively, which induced an efficient and robust
preconditioner.

We then discuss the decoupling of (3.22) in three dimensions. Based on the
commutative diagram (2.26), the primal formulation (3.22) of the biharmonic equa-
tion in three dimensions is equivalent to find w € HA(Q), ¢ € H(QR?), p €
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L*(Q;R?)/VHY(Q) and u € H}(Q) such that (cf. [27])

(Vw, Vo) = (f,v) Yove HYH ),

(V¢, V) + (curlep, p) = (Vw, ) Vo € Hy(QR?),
(curl ¢, q) =0 V q e L*(;R%)/VH (),
(Vu,Vx) = (¢, Vx) ¥ x € Hy(Q).

3.3. HHJ mixed formulation. The Hellan-Herrmann-Johnson (HHJ) mixed
formulation [31, 32, 39] of the biharmonic equation (3.21) in two dimensions is to find
(o,u) € H ! (divdiv, Q;S) x H}(Q) such that
(3.34) (o, T) + (divdivr,u) = 0 VT e H '(divdiv, Q;S),

(3.35) (divdive,v) = (f,v) Ywve H} Q).

We recall the known decoupling from [40, 47], which fits into the framework of
this paper as follows. We construct the following commutative diagram from (2.34)

L?(Q;S)

u
sym curl

H'(Q;R)™H - (divdiv, ;) Y H-1(Q) ——0

} b

H(8) =<——— Hy(Q)

According to Theorem 3.4 and Helmholtz decomposition (2.35), the mixed for-
mulation (3.34)-(3.35) can be decoupled to find w € H}(Q), p € H'(Q;R?)/RM™"
and u € H}(Q2) such that

(3.36) (Vw, Vo) = —(f,v) Vv e HH(Q),
(3.37)  (symcurlp, sym curlg) = —(7w,symcurlq) V q € H'(;R?)/RM™,
(3.38) (Vu, Vx) = (o, mx) ¥ x € Hy(Q),

where o = sym curlp 4+ ww, and

w112}

The second equation is also equivalent to the linear elasticity problem
(e(pt).e(ah)) = —(mw,e(gh)) Vg" € H'(R?)/RM

where rigid motion space

weam(1).() )

Such decomposition is firstly obtained in [40], and has been recently generalized to the
mixed boundary conditions in [47]. Similarly, we can also recover the decomposition
of the mixed formulation (3.34)-(3.35) in three dimensions in [46].
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3.4. The primal formulation of the fourth order curl equation. Let (2 C
R3 and f € H(div,Q) with div f = 0. Consider the fourth order curl equation

(curl)u = f in Q,
(3.39) divu =0 in Q,

uxv=(curlu) xv=0 on 0.
The primal formulation of (3.39) is to find w € Hp(curl, Q) such that
(3.40) (curl curl w, curl curlv) = (f,v) Vv € Hi(curl,Q),
where

H2(curl,Q) := {v € L*(Q,R?) : curlw, curl curlv € L*(Q, R?),

divvo =0, and v x n = (curlv) x n = 0}.

Setting up the following commutative diagram from (2.30)

Hy(QR?) —=~ H (5 R?)
) U
L3(Q) —225 5 H ' (curl, Q) -2 (K& 0

11\ 'Tcurl curl

Ho(div, Q) <= K¢
the corresponding mixed formulation is to find (y,u) € H ™ *(curl, Q) x K§ such that

(3.41) (v,B8)-1 — {curl B,u) =0 VB € H *(curl,Q),
(3.42) (curly,v) = (f,v) VwveK;.

By introducing variable ¢ and applying the Helmholtz decomposition (2.31)
p=—-A"'y = A curlw + Vp) € H(QR?),

from Theorem 3.4 the decoupled and unfolded system is to find w € K§, ¢ €
H{(Q;R3), p e L2(R) and u € K§ such that

(3.43) (curlw, curlv) = (f,v) Vv e K¢,

(3.44) (V, V) + (divep, p) = (curlw,vp) YV 1p € Hy(QR?),
(3.45) (div ¢,q) = 0 Vg€ Li(Q),
(3.46) (curlu, curl x) = (¢, curl x) vV x € K§.

According to (3.45)-(3.46), we have curlu = ¢ € H(€2;R?). Note that
(V¢, V) = (curl @, curl i) + (div ¢, div ).
Thus we get from (3.44)
(curl curlu, curl curl v) = (curl w, curl v)

for any v € K§ satistying curlv € Hp(Q;R?). Combined with (3.43), the decoupled
formulation (3.43)-(3.46) is equivalent to the primal formulation (3.40) of the fourth
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order curl equation. The decoupling (3.43)-(3.46) is also presented in [52] indepen-
dently and based on a different approach.

Therefore we can solve the four curl problem by solving two Maxwell’s equations
and one Stokes equation. The Maxwell’s equation with divergence-free constraint
can be further decoupled into one vector Poisson equation and one scalar Poisson
equation [23].

3.5. The mixed formulation of the fourth order curl equation. A mixed
formulation of the fourth order curl equation (3.39) is to find ¢ € H (curl curl, (K§)’
and u € K§ such that

(3.47) (¢, %) + {curl curl?p, u) =0 V 4 € H(curlcurl, (K§)"),
(3.48) (curlcurl ¢p,v) = (f,v) Vv e K.

The following commutative diagram is designed from (2.41)

L?(Q;R?)
U
spn~ ! skw curl cur
H°(div, dev sym) _on skw H (curl curl, (K§)") Lewd (K§) 0
IT Tcurl curl
K¢ ! K¢

Applying Theorem 3.4 and Helmholtz decomposition (2.42), the mixed formulation
(3.47)-(3.48) of the fourth order curl equation is equivalent to find w € K§, o €
H'(div,devsym) and u € K§ such that

(3.49) (curlw, curlw) = (f, v) Vv e K¢,
(3.50) (skw o, skwT) = —(spnw,skw7) V7 € H’(div,devsym),
(3.51) (curlu, curl x) = — (¢, x) vV x € K¢,

where ¢ = spn~! skw o + w.
By (2.40), let o = pI + spna. Then (3.50) is equivalent to find o € L*(Q;R3),
p € L3(Q) and p € H}(Q;R?) such that

(e, ) + (7I +spnB,Vp) = —(w,B) VB e L*(4R%),y € LA(Q),
(pI +spna,Vq) =0 Y qe Hy(;R?).

Again both (3.49) and (3.51) are Maxwell’s equations.

3.6. The primal formulation of the triharmonic equation. Consider the
triharmonic equation with homogenous Dirichlet boundary condition

— A?’u = f in Q,
(3.52)
uw=0,u=0,,u=0 on 0,

where f € H=%(Q) with O C R?. The primal formulation of (3.52) is to find u €
H3(Q) such that

(3.53) (V3u, V30) = (f,v) Yove HjQ).



24 L. CHEN AND X. HUANG

In view of the following commutative diagram derived from (2.37)

H(:S) —2—~ H'(:S)
u
L(Q;R?) —= H 2(rotrot, % S) 2% H-2(Q) — =0 ,

i} fas

Ho(div, Q;S) =2l mr2(q)

the corresponding mixed formulation is to find (y,u) € H ™ ?(rotrot, Q;S) x HZ(Q)
such that

(3.54) (v,8)-1 — (rotrotB,u) =0 V B € H *(rotrot,;S),
(3.55) (rotroty,v) = (f,v) Vo€ H(Q).

By introducing variable and applying the Helmholtz decomposition (2.38)
¢=—-A"ty=—-A"e(p) + curlcurlw) € H(Q;S),

from Theorem 3.4 the decoupled system is to find w € HZ(2), ¢ € H(l)(Q;S), p €
L?*(Q;R?)/RM and u € HZ(Q) such that

(f,v) Vv e Hi(9),

= (curlcurlw,vp) V€ HH(S),

0 V q € L*(Q;R?*)/RM,
(¢, curlcurl x) V x € H3 ().

(curl curl w, curl curlv
(Vo, Vip) + (divep, p
(dive, q

(curl curl u, curl curl x

) =
)
) =
) =
It is evident that the primal formulation (3.53) of the triharmonic equation is
equivalent to two biharmonic equations and one Stokes equation, c.f. (3.56)-(3.59),
which is different from the decoupling in [27]. These equations can be discretized di-
rectly, since there exist many finite elements for discretizing the biharmonic equations
in the literature.
Recursively applying the decomposition, we can decouple the m-th harmonic

equation A™y = f with homogenous Dirichlet boundary condition, i.e., u € HJ*(Q)
into a sequence of Poisson and Stokes equations.

3.7. The mixed formulation of the triharmonic equation. A mixed for-
mulation of the triharmonic equation (3.52) in two dimensions is to find (o,u) €
H~?(div?, Q) x H3(Q) such that

(3.60) (o,7) + (divdivdivr,u) =0 Ve H 2(div?,Q),
(3.61) (divdivdive,v) = (f,v) Vv e H3(9).

Due to (2.43), we construct the commutative diagram

L*(5(3))
U . . .
H2(div?, Q) -Svdivdiv rr-2(0)
= 1\A2

QR <Y H2(Q)

sym curl

H'(;S)

Hg

—~
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Then according to Theorem 3.4 and the Helmholtz decomposition (2.44), the mixed
formulation (3.60)-(3.61) of the triharmonic equation is equivalent to find w € HZ(f2),
¢ € H*(;S) and u € HZ(Q) such that

(3.62) (Aw, Av) = (f,v) Ve HZQ),
(3.63) (sym curle, sym curly) = —(EVw,symcurly) V¢ € H'(Q;S),
(3.64) (Au, Ax) = —(0,EV) vy € HA),

where o = sym curl¢ + EVw.

4. Discretization Based on Decoupled Formulation. In this section, we
will consider discretization based on the decoupled formulation. By decoupling the
fourth order equation into second order equations, we can use well known conforming
finite element spaces. Furthermore, we can easily derive the superconvergence to
the Galerkin projections without any mesh conditions, which is not known in the
literature.

4.1. Decoupled discretization of HHJ formulation. Let f € L?(Q2), V}, C
H}(Q) and Pj, ¢ H'(9;R?). The discrete method based on formulation (3.36)-(3.38)
is to find wy, € Vi, p,, € Pp/RM™" and uy, € V}, such that

(41) (th, Vvh) = —(f, ’Uh) Y up € Vi,
(4.2) (sym curlp,,,sym curlg,) = —(wwy,symcurlg,) V q, € P,/RM"™",
(4.3) (Vun, Vxn) = (0h, mxn) V Xn € Va,

where o}, = sym curlp, + Twy,.
Define projection P$* : H'(Q;R?) — Pj,/RM™" by

(sym curlP}°p, symcurlg;) = (sym curlp, sym curlgy,).
Similarly, denote by P;cfmd the H' orthogonal projection onto Vj,. Let
o, = symcurlP{’p + wwy,.

LEMMA 4.1. Let (w, p,u) be the solution of HHJ mized formulation (3.36)-(3.38)
and (wp, pp,, up) be the solution of (4.1)-(4.3). We then have the estimates

|lw—wpl1 S inf |w—uvp|1,
vp €V
[ symeurl(Py"p — py)llo + [|o}, — onllo S lw — who,

|PE M — unl1 S 2 = pillo + [lw = whllo-

Proof. Subtracting (4.1)-(4.3) from (3.36)-(3.38), we get the error equations

(V(w—wh),Vvh) =0 Vo € W,
(sym curl(P§’p — p,,),symcurlq,,) = (w(wy, — w),symcurlg,) ¥ q, € Py/RM"™",
(V(PEY — up), Vxn) = (60 — oh, TXH) Y xn € Va.

Then all the error estimates hold by standard argument. a
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Furthermore, assume

(4.4) lw = wrllo S hlw —wili,  [lp = pillo < bl symeurl(p — py)]o,

where 6 € (1/2,1] is the regularity constant depending on the shape of Q. This
assumption can be proved by the duality argument (cf. [24, 10]).

THEOREM 4.2. Let (w,p,u) be the solution of HHJ mized formulation (3.36)-
(3.38) and (wp, pp,, up) be the solution of (4.1)-(4.3). We then have the estimates

[ symeurl(p — py)llo + o —onllo < inf [[symcurl(p —q,)[o + inf |w—wvpls,
q, €Py, v €V

h
—uph $ inf Ju— inf 1(p — inf |w— vy
u=unly S Wb fu—wnh+ il symeurl(p —qp)llo+ inf jw— vy

Moreover if assumption (4.4) is true, we have the improved error estimates

(4.5) I sym eurl(Pi*p — py)llo + llo], = onllo S A° nf fw —wal1,
h h
(4.6) 1Py —uply SRS inf || symeurl(p — qp)llo +h° inf |w —vp;.
q,€P v EVY

Proof. The first two error estimates can be derived from Lemma 4.1 and Poincaré
inequality. We can acquire (4.5)-(4.6) from Lemma 4.1 and (4.4). O

Remark 4.3. The error estimates (4.5)-(4.6) are superconvergent if we use equal
order finite element spaces for Vj, and Pj,. [l

4.2. Decoupled discretization for biharmonic equation. Now we discretize
formulation (3.29)-(3.32) using more general finite element spaces.

Let f € L3(Q), Vi, € HY(), X;, € H5(Q;R?) and P, C L3(Q). The discrete
method based on formulation (3.29)-(3.32) is to find wp,ur € Vi, ¢, € X and
pr € Py such that

(4.7) (curl wy, curlwvy) = (f, vp) Y vy € V.
(4.8) (Vo Vipy,) + (div ey, pr) = (curlw, py,) V9, € X,
(4.9) (div ¢y,,q1) =0 YV gn € Py,
(4.10) (curlup, curl xp,) = (¢, curlxp) ¥V xn € Vi.

We assume (X, Pp) is a stable finite element pair for Stokes equation (cf. [8, 7]),
i.e. it holds the inf-sup condtion

y
(4.11) lanllo < sup VP )

v qn € Py.
’l,bhezh |¢h|l

To analyze the discrete method (4.7)-(4.10), we rewrite it as a mixed finite element
method

a(Pp, un; Y, vn) + b(WYp, vns prywn) = (fon) Y (P, 0n) € X X Vi,
b(bps uns qn, xn) =0 Y (qns Xn) € Pn X Vi,
where

a(d)ha Uh; 1nbh7 Uh) = (v¢h7 v,l/)h)a
b(y,, un; qn, xn) := (div @y, qn) — (¢y,, curl xp) + (curl up, curl xp).
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LEMMA 4.4. Assume the inf-sup condition (4.11), the following inf-sup condition
holds

b .
(412)  fallo+ ok S sup  Pmonignx)

v (qhvxh) S Ph X Vh-
Wpon)e€SuxVi | Wnlt + o)y

Proof. 1t is easy to see that

uls = sup (Cutons curlxn) wup  APmvnianxn)
v €V), |Uh|1 (), ,0n) ESp X Vi |Q/)h|1 + |Uh|l

It follows from (4.11) and Poincaré inequality

di b 0; 1
||qh||0 5 sup ( v wha qh) = sup (¢h7 5 qhy Xh) + (’l,bh,CuI' Xh)
wes, [l W, E3 K

b(y, vh; an,
Sihal+  sup  ¥mUridnxn)
o) €SuxVi ¥l + [vnh

Therefore the inf-sup condition (4.12) will be derived by combining the last two in-
equalities. ad

THEOREM 4.5. Let (w, ¢, p,u) be the solution of the mized formulation (3.29)-
(3.32), and (wp, @p,pnsun) € Vi x Xp, X Py X Vi, be the solution of the discrete
method (4.7)-(4.10). Assume both Vi, and X, are H' conforming, the inf-sup con-
dition (4.11) holds, and the discrete spaces are consistent with respect to the mized
formulation (3.29)-(3.32), then

(4.13)  [lw—wnllr +1|d — @plls + [Ip — pallo + [[u — un|l
4.14) < inf ||Jw— + inf — + inf — + inf ||lu— vpll1.
(4.14) S lw = xnll1 L & — by lla oinf, P — qnllo ,inf I nll1

Moreover, if

(4.19) 6= dulo S 17 (16— 6l + int o= ailo).

then
(4.16)

Peady ol <R [ inf flw — + inf — + inf — .
| P nlt < nf [w—=xall1 L |6 — yllx ,f, P —anllo
Proof. For any (,,vn) € Ep, X V}, satisfying

b(Yh, vns qny Xn) =0V (qn, xn) € Pn X Vi,

we have
(¢, curl xp,) = (curlvp,curl xp) ¥V xn € Vi,
which implies
lunlr < llnllo S 19 la-
Thus
[uli + vnl} < [nlT = alepn, vns p, vn).-
Combining the inf-sup condition (4.12), we will obtain the error estimate (4.13) by

mixed finite element method theory in [8]. And (4.16) can be derived using the similar
argument adopted in Section 4.1. a



28

[7]

(8]

[9]

L. CHEN AND X. HUANG

REFERENCES

A. ALONSO, Error estimators for a mized method, Numer. Math., 74 (1996), pp. 385-395,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s002110050222.

C. AMROUCHE, P. G. CIARLET, AND P. CIARLET, JR., Weak vector and scalar potentials:
applications to Poincaré’s theorem and Korn’s inequality in Sobolev spaces with neg-
ative exponents, Anal. Appl. (Singap.), 8 (2010), pp. 1-17, https://doi.org/10.1142/
S0219530510001497.

D. N. ArRNOLD, R. S. FALK, AND R. WINTHER, Multigrid in H(div) and H(curl), Numer. Math.,
85 (2000), pp. 197-217, https://doi.org/10.1007 /PL00005386.

D. N. ArNoLD, R. S. FALK, AND R. WINTHER, Finite element exterior calculus, homological
techniques, and applications, Acta Numer., 15 (2006), pp. 1-155, https://doi.org/10.1017/
S0962492906210018.

D. N. ArNOLD, R. S. FALK, AND R. WINTHER, Finite element exterior calculus: from Hodge
theory to numerical stability, Bull. Amer. Math. Soc. (N.S.), 47 (2010), pp. 281-354,
https://doi.org/10.1090/S0273-0979-10-01278-4.

1. BABUSKA AND A. K. Az1z, Survey lectures on the mathematical foundations of the finite
element method, in The mathematical foundations of the finite element method with ap-
plications to partial differential equations (Proc. Sympos., Univ. Maryland, Baltimore,
Md., 1972), Academic Press, New York, 1972, pp. 1-359.

D. Borri, F. Brezzi, L. F. DEMKowicz, R. G. DURAN, R. S. FALK, AND M. FORTIN, Mized
finite elements, compatibility conditions, and applications, vol. 1939 of Lecture Notes in
Mathematics, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 2008, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-78319-0.

D. Borri, F. BREZZ1, AND M. FORTIN, Mized finite element methods and applications, Springer,
Heidelberg, 2013, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-36519-5.

D. BRAESS, Finite Elements: Theory, Fast Solvers, and Applications in Elasticity The-
ory, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, third ed., 2007, https://doi.org/10.1017/
CBO0O9780511618635.

S. C. BRENNER AND L. R. ScorT, The mathematical theory of finite element methods, Springer,
New York, third ed., 2008, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-75934-0.

S. C. BRENNER, J. SUN, AND L.-Y. SUNG, Hodge decomposition methods for a quad-curl problem
on planar domains, J. Sci. Comput., 73 (2017), pp. 495-513, https://doi.org/10.1007/
$10915-017-0449-0.

H. Brezis, Functional analysis, Sobolev spaces and partial differential equations, Universitext,
Springer, New York, 2011.

F. BrEzzl, On the existence, uniqueness and approrimation of saddle-point problems arising
from Lagrangian multipliers, Rev. Frangaise Automat. Informat. Recherche Opérationnelle
Sér. Rouge, 8 (1974), pp. 129-151.

F. BREZz1 AND M. FORTIN, Numerical approximation of Mindlin-Reissner plates, Math. Comp.,
47 (1986), pp. 151-158, https://doi.org/10.2307/2008086.

F. BrEzzl, M. FORTIN, AND R. STENBERG, Error analysis of mized-interpolated elements for
Reissner-Mindlin plates, Math. Models Methods Appl. Sci., 1 (1991), pp. 125-151, https://
doi.org/10.1142/S0218202591000083.

C. CARSTENSEN, A unifying theory of a posteriori finite element error control, Numer. Math.,
100 (2005), pp. 617-637, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-004-0577-y.

C. CARSTENSEN AND S. BARTELS, Each averaging technique yields reliable a posteriori er-
ror control in FEM on unstructured grids. I. Low order conforming, nonconform-
ing, and mized FEM, Math. Comp., 71 (2002), pp. 945-969, https://doi.org/10.1090/
S0025-5718-02-01402-3.

C. CARSTENSEN, S. BARTELS, AND S. JANSCHE, A posteriori error estimates for nonconforming
finite element methods, Numer. Math., 92 (2002), pp. 233-256, https://doi.org/10.1007/
s002110100378.

C. CARSTENSEN AND J. Hu, A unifying theory of a posteriori error control for nonconforming
finite element methods, Numer. Math., 107 (2007), pp. 473-502, https://doi.org/10.1007/
s00211-007-0068-z.

L. CHEN, Multigrid methods for constrained minimization problems and application to saddle
point problems, arXiv:1601.04091, (2016), pp. 1-27, https://arxiv.org/abs/1601.04091.

L. CHEN, J. Hu, AND X. HUANG, Multigrid methods for Hellan-Herrmann-Johnson mized
method of Kirchhoff plate bending problems, J. Sci. Comput., 76 (2018), pp. 673-696,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0636-z.

L. CHEN, J. Hu, X. HUANG, AND H. MAN, Residual-based a posteriori error estimates for sym-
metric conforming mized finite elements for linear elasticity problems, Sci. China Math.,


https://doi.org/10.1007/s002110050222
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0219530510001497
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0219530510001497
https://doi.org/10.1007/PL00005386
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0962492906210018
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0962492906210018
https://doi.org/10.1090/S0273-0979-10-01278-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-78319-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-36519-5
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511618635
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511618635
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-75934-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0449-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0449-0
https://doi.org/10.2307/2008086
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0218202591000083
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0218202591000083
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-004-0577-y
https://doi.org/10.1090/S0025-5718-02-01402-3
https://doi.org/10.1090/S0025-5718-02-01402-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s002110100378
https://doi.org/10.1007/s002110100378
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-007-0068-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-007-0068-z
https://arxiv.org/abs/1601.04091
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0636-z

[23]

24]

[25]

[26]
[27]

[28]

DECOUPLING OF MIXED METHODS BASED ON HELMHOLTZ DECOMPOSITIONS 29

61 (2018), pp. 973-992, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11425-017-9181-2.

L. CHEN, Y. Wu, L. ZHONG, AND J. ZHOU, Multigrid preconditioners for mized finite element
methods of vector Laplacian, J. Sci. Comput., (2018), pp. 1-28, https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10915-018-0697-7.

P. G. CIARLET, The finite element method for elliptic problems, North-Holland Publishing Co.,
Amsterdam, 1978.

M. COSTABEL AND A. MCINTOSH, On Bogovskii and regularized Poincaré integral operators for
de Rham complexes on Lipschitz domains, Math. Z., 265 (2010), pp. 297-320, https://doi.
org/10.1007/s00209-009-0517-8.

R. DE LA MBYADRID MODINO, Quantum Mechanics in Rigged Hilbert Space Language, PhD
thesis, Universidad de Valladolid, 2001.

D. GALLISTL, Stable splitting of polyharmonic operators by generalized Stokes systems, Math.
Comp., 86 (2017), pp. 2555-2577, https://doi.org/10.1090/mcom/3208.

D. GALLISTL, Variational formulation and numerical analysis of linear elliptic equations in
nondivergence form with Cordes coefficients, STAM J. Numer. Anal., 55 (2017), pp. 737—
757, https://doi.org/10.1137/16M1080495.

V. GIRAULT AND P.-A. RAVIART, Finite element methods for Navier-Stokes equations: Theory
and algorithms, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1986, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-61623-5.

A. HATCHER, Algebraic topology, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2002.

K. HELLAN, Analysis of elastic plates in flexure by a simplified finite element method, vol. 46 of
Acta polytechnica Scandinavica. Civil engineering and building construction series, Norges
tekniske vitenskapsakademi, Trondheim, 1967.

L. R. HERRMANN, Finite element bending analysis for plates, Journal of the Engineering Me-
chanics Division, 93 (1967), pp. 49-83.

R. HIPTMAIR, Multigrid method for H(div) in three dimensions, Electron. Trans. Nu-
mer. Anal.,, 6 (1997), pp. 133-152, http://etna.mcs.kent.edu/vol.6.1997/pp133-152.dir/
pp133-152.html.

R. HIPTMAIR, Finite elements in computational electromagnetism, Acta Numer., 11 (2002),
pp. 237-339, https://doi.org/10.1017/S0962492902000041.

R. HIPTMAIR AND J. XU, Nodal auziliary space preconditioning in H(curl) and H(div) spaces,
SIAM J. Numer. Anal., 45 (2007), pp. 2483-2509, https://doi.org/10.1137/060660588.

J. HuaNG, X. HuaNG, AND J. XU, An efficient Poisson-based solver for biharmonic equations
discretized by the Morley element method, tech. report, 2012.

J. HuANG, X. HUANG, AND Y. XU, Convergence of an adaptive mized finite element method for
Kirchhoff plate bending problems, SIAM J. Numer. Anal., 49 (2011), pp. 574-607, https://
doi.org/10.1137/090773374.

X. HuaNG, New Finite Element Methods and Efficient Algorithms for Fourth Order FElliptic
FEquations, PhD thesis, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 2010.

C. JOHNSON, On the convergence of a mixed finite-element method for plate bending problems,
Numer. Math., 21 (1973), pp. 43-62, https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01436186.

W. KReENDL, K. RAFETSEDER, AND W. ZULEHNER, A decomposition result for biharmonic
problems and the Hellan-Herrmann-Johnson method, Electron. Trans. Numer. Anal., 45
(2016), pp. 257-282, http://etna.math.kent.edu/volumes/2011-2020/vol45/abstract.php?
vol=45&pages=25T-282.

K.-A. MARDAL, J. SCHOBERL, AND R. WINTHER, A uniform inf-sup condition with applications
to preconditioning, arXiv:1201.1513, (2012), https://arxiv.org/abs/1201.1513.

K. A. MARDAL, X.-C. Tal, AND R. WINTHER, A robust finite element method for Darcy-
Stokes flow, SIAM J. Numer. Anal., 40 (2002), pp. 1605-1631, http://dx.doi.org/10.1137/
S0036142901383910.

K.-A. MARDAL AND R. WINTHER, Uniform preconditioners for the time dependent Stokes prob-
lem, Numer. Math., 98 (2004), pp. 305-327, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-004-0529-6.

P. MoONK, Finite element methods for Maxwell’s equations, Oxford University Press, New York,
2003, https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198508885.001.0001.

M. A. OLSHANSKII, J. PETERS, AND A. REUSKEN, Uniform preconditioners for a parameter
dependent saddle point problem with application to generalized Stokes interface equations,
Numer. Math., 105 (2006), pp. 159-191, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-006-0031-4.

D. PAuLy AND W. ZULEHNER, On closed and exact Grad-grad- and div-Div-complezes, corre-
sponding compact embeddings for symmetric rotations, and a related decomposition result
for biharmonic problems in 8D, arXiv:1609.05873, (2016), pp. 1-39, https://arxiv.org/abs/
1609.05873.

K. RAFETSEDER AND W. ZULEHNER, A decomposition result for Kirchhoff plate bending prob-
lems and a new discretization approach, SIAM J. Numer. Anal., 56 (2018), pp. 1961-1986,


https://doi.org/10.1007/s11425-017-9181-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-018-0697-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-018-0697-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00209-009-0517-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00209-009-0517-8
https://doi.org/10.1090/mcom/3208
https://doi.org/10.1137/16M1080495
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-61623-5
http://etna.mcs.kent.edu/vol.6.1997/pp133-152.dir/pp133-152.html
http://etna.mcs.kent.edu/vol.6.1997/pp133-152.dir/pp133-152.html
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0962492902000041
https://doi.org/10.1137/060660588
https://doi.org/10.1137/090773374
https://doi.org/10.1137/090773374
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01436186
http://etna.math.kent.edu/volumes/2011-2020/vol45/abstract.php?vol=45&pages=257-282
http://etna.math.kent.edu/volumes/2011-2020/vol45/abstract.php?vol=45&pages=257-282
https://arxiv.org/abs/1201.1513
http://dx.doi.org/10.1137/S0036142901383910
http://dx.doi.org/10.1137/S0036142901383910
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-004-0529-6
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198508885.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-006-0031-4
https://arxiv.org/abs/1609.05873
https://arxiv.org/abs/1609.05873

30

(48] M.

L. CHEN AND X. HUANG

https://doi.org/10.1137/17M1118427.
SCHEDENSACK, A new discretization for mth-Laplace equations with arbitrary polyno-
mial degrees, STAM J. Numer. Anal., 54 (2016), pp. 2138-2162, https://doi.org/10.1137/

15M1013651.

. VON HELMHOLTZ, On integrals of the hydrodynamic equations that correspond to vortex

motions, Journal fr die reine und angewandte Mathematik, 55 (1858), pp. 25-55.

. Xig, J. Xu, AND G. XUE, Uniformly-stable finite element methods for Darcy-Stokes-

Brinkman models, J. Comput. Math., 26 (2008), pp. 437-455.

. YosipA, Functional analysis, Springer-Verlag, Berlin-New York, sixth ed., 1980.

ZHANG, Mized schemes for quad-curl equations, ESAIM Math. Model. Numer. Anal., 52
(2018), pp. 147-161, https://doi.org/10.1051/m2an/2018005.

. ZHANG, Regular decomposition and a framework of order reduced methods for fourth

order problems, Numer. Math., 138 (2018), pp. 241-271, https://doi.org/10.1007/
s00211-017-0902-x.

. ZHANG, Y. X1, AND X. JI, A multi-level mized element method for the eigenvalue problem of

biharmonic equation, J. Sci. Comput., 75 (2018), pp. 1415-1444, https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10915-017-0592-7.


https://doi.org/10.1137/17M1118427
https://doi.org/10.1137/15M1013651
https://doi.org/10.1137/15M1013651
https://doi.org/10.1051/m2an/2018005
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-017-0902-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00211-017-0902-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0592-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10915-017-0592-7

	1 Introduction
	2 Generalized Helmholtz Decompositions
	2.1 Background in Functional Analysis
	2.2 Helmholtz decomposition of bold0mu mumu H=H=subsection=H=H=H=H-1(div) space
	2.3 Helmholtz decomposition of bold0mu mumu H=H=subsection=H=H=H=H-1(curl) space
	2.4 Helmholtz decomposition of symmetric tensors: HHJ complex
	2.5 Helmholtz decomposition of symmetric tensors: linear elasticity
	2.6 Helmholtz decomposition of bold0mu mumu H=H=subsection=H=H=H=H(curlcurl, (K0c)') space
	2.7 Helmholtz decomposition of bold0mu mumu H=H=subsection=H=H=H=H-2(div3, ) space

	3 Abstract Mixed Formulation and Its Decomposition
	3.1 Framework
	3.1.1 Two-term formulation
	3.1.2 Unfolded three-term formulation
	3.1.3 Decoupled formulation

	3.2 The primal formulation of the biharmonic equation
	3.3 HHJ mixed formulation
	3.4 The primal formulation of the fourth order curl equation
	3.5 The mixed formulation of the fourth order curl equation
	3.6 The primal formulation of the triharmonic equation
	3.7 The mixed formulation of the triharmonic equation

	4 Discretization Based on Decoupled Formulation
	4.1 Decoupled discretization of HHJ formulation
	4.2 Decoupled discretization for biharmonic equation

	References

