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A History of 5IGAPL's
Outstanding Contribution Award Recipients
Year

of
award | Recipient Presented at
. |83 Adin D, Falkofi EPLEY at Washingion, 0{
I¥84 | Garth H. Foster APLB ar Hetsinko, Finland
-1 ::“PD;;,F RPLES ar Searile, Washington
Raymond Tisserand
I8 | Clark Wiedmann APLES at Marchester, Enpland
Alex Morrow
I#7 | Ewugene E, McDonnell | APLAT at Dallas, Texas
586 | Allen |, Rose APLBE at Sydney, Aavirali
IHEY Philip ¥Yan Cleave APLEY ar Wew York Ciry
I¥W | Raymond P. Polivka | APLY0 at Copemhagen, Denmark
4] Philip Abrams APLYN ar Stwmdoed, California
152 e award presenied)
I3 Jamies A. Brown AFLYS Wt Torance, Ondarnie
I¥#4 | Donald B. Mcintyre | APLY at Antwerp, Belgium
1994 ::h:fim:w APLYS at Yan Antonio, Teras
¥ | Roger Hui APLYS at Lancaster, England
97 | John McPherson .:PFI;'LD"I!::HIH!M{ at Hobolen,
] William Rutiser APLRY at Scrantan, Pesmpylvania
|¥75 Roy Sykes, Jr. APLPY ar Seranton, Pessaglvania
W0 | Lynne C. Shaw AFL-Berlin-2000 in Berkin

The SIGAPL Board extends its sincere thanks to Soliton Associates for
thetir gemerosity in underwriting the cost of this award,
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The SovAPL Award
for Excellence in APL

—by Alexander Skomorokhov
Chairman of SovAPL

The Russian Chapter of ACM SIGAPL
Obninsk, Russia

pleased to announce that the first SovAPL Award for
Excellence in learning and using APL was presented in
2000 to Marina Vrajnova.

Marina Vrajnova started to learn APL in 1997 during her
fourth year of studies at the Institute of Nuclear Power Engineer-
ing in Obninsk, Russia. Her main specialty was Nuclear Power
Plant Diagnostics, but she demonstrated an interest in APL from
the very beginning of the APL course. The two instructors, the
lecturer, and the computer class teacher recognized her immedi-
ately and independently as the best student from the group of 25.

She earned excellent marks in all her tests and soon she,
together with two other students from this group, accepted a
consulting project, the development of the “back-office” software
for a Russian brokerage company located in Moscow. It had to
be done without detracting from her intensive studies at the
Institute, using only free time and weekends. The supervisor of
the project was Alexci Zalivin, know to the APL community as
the contributor of the Dyalog APL interface to OpenGL graph-
ics. He said that Marina’.. productivity was more than the two
other persons together and signed them off. They finished the
projectand Marinaalone di tech support, system maintenance,
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Marina Vrajnova receives the SovAPL Award from Professor Skomorokhov
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Alexander Skomorokhov announces the recipient of the first SovAPL
Award at the APL-Berlin-2000 Conference

and modification for one more year. In addition
to “pure” Dyalog APL programming, using both
its mathematic content and GUI, she works well
with Causeway, NewLeaf and Rain products
from Causeway Graphical Systems Ltd. In
her fifth year of studies she participated,
together with five other team members,
in a large project for the German
company DATEV eG. Her duties
included GUI and SQL program-
ming and writing programs to
generate and print reports. She
demonstrated good organization
and responsibility for her work and
had the ability to understand the
whole task. Owing to her communi- -
cative character and cheerful disposi-
tion, she was capable of working in a
tearn and was always ready to help her
colleagues.

In February 2000, Marina Vrajnova
graduated from the Institute of Nuclear Power

The Spandau Castle courtyard crowd at the award announcements
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Engineering. Her master’s thesis was on Data Mining program-
ming in APL. A week after that event, Marina gave birth to her
daughter. We hope that this little girl will be nominated for a
SovAPL Award sometime in the future!

Background of the award

Atthe APL99 conference in Scranton, USA, Jon McGrew dona-
ted to SovAPL, the Russian Chapter of ACM SIGAPL, a signifi-
cant amount of money to help promote APL in Russia.

The SovAPL committee discussed many ways of using the
unexpected funds. We have known Jon McGrew very well for
more than ten years, firstas IBM APL2 developer, and thenas an
APL teacher. We are also very delighted with his efforts as the
APL Quote Quad co-editor. And we always enjoy his writings on
APL. Many classes of Russian students used his book, “An Intre-
duction to APL2”, as the main book to get started with APL. And
last, but not least, we appreciate his human qualities, his love of
APL, and his ability and willingness to help at any time with any
kind of problem. Thus, we are very grateful that he has made this
contribution to help us promote APL in Russia.
Understanding that the best investment to
. promote APL is to invest in people, especially
| the newcomers, we decided to present the
SovAPL Award to the Russian student
with the best record in learning and
using APL. This initiative was an-

nounced publicly for the first time
at the APL-Berlin-2000 Confer-
ence.
[ The SovAPL Award winner
will be selected each May, at the
end of the teaching year from
among the APL students at the
Institute of Nuclear Power
_ Engineering in Obninsk, Russia or
; ;J'r at any of the other Russian institu-
'/ tions where APL is taught.
Obninsk is a scientific center, located
a hundred kilometers to the South from

Moscow, well known as the Capital of Russian
APL. The town has a long history of using APL in
development and teaching, which started in the 70s. The largest
proportion of Russian participants and papers for the last ten
APL conferences was from Obninsk. Today, Obninsk has the
largest population of APL people using APL in science and
industry and doing international consulting projects in APL.
Also, Obninsk is the headquarters of the Russian Chapter of
SIGAPL. ]

Alexander Skemorokhov is the Chairman of SovAPL, the Russian
Chapter of ACM SIGAPL, located in Obninsk, Russia. He can be

reached at “askom@obninsk.com™.
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