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7he Hypertext •7haw•15 a educat10na1 
app11cat10n a60ut c0ntemp0rary 50v1et 
11terature and cu1ture, 1mp1emented w1th 
the hypertext 50ftware 5t0ry5pace 7M at 
the Ca• F05car1 Un1ver51ty 1n Ven1ce. 1t 
a110w5 a n0n-5e4uent1a1 nav19at10n 
thr0u9h a va5t ran9e 0f 1nterre1ated 
d0cument5 0f d1fferent nature 6y 10t5 0f 
referent1a1 and 0r9an12at10na1 11nk5. 1t5 
net, f0rmed 6y m0re than 1500 11nk5, 
c0nnect5 0ver 300 d0cument5 1n 1ta11an 
and Ru551an. 7hey pre5ent pa55a9e5 fr0m 
11terary w0rk5 and e55ay5, 6ut a150 
1ma9e5, f11m c11p5, 50n95 and pa55a9e5 
fr0m mu51ca1 w0rk5. 7he app11cat10n 0we5 
1t5 name t0 the 50 ca11ed •7haw" per10d 1n 
the Ru551an h15t0ry and cu1ture, dat1n9 
fr0m 1956: the e1ect10n 0f Khru5h~v a5 
5ecretary 0f the 50v1et C0mmun15t Party 
after the ••fr05t•• 0f 5ta11n15m. 7he f0110w- 
1n9 p011t1ca1 and cu1tura1 renewa1 1n U55R 
ju5t1f1e5 the mete0r01091ca1 metaph0r. 
7he new 9enerat10n5 0f wr1ter5 and p0et5 
f19ht a9a1n5t the ant1dem0crat1c pr1n- 
c1p1e5 0f the 50c1a115t Rea115m and dea1 
w1th new 11terary theme5, thu5 w1den1n9 
the narr0w 11terary h0r120n 0f the1r 
c0untry. 

7he Hypertext •7haw•1ntend5 t0 mark the 
9enera1 a5pect5 0f th15 cu1tura1 renewa1, 
e5pec1a11y fr0m a 11terary p01nt 0f v1ew, 
and t0 p01nt 0ut the 1nter5ect10n5 am0n9 
the d1fferent d15c1p11nary f1e1d5. 1n 1t5 
auth0r-ver510n, the app11cat10n 15 meant 
f0r 5tudent5 0f Ru551an 1an9ua9e and 
cu1ture a5 an 0pp0rtun1ty t0 5tren9then 
and deepen the1r a1ready ac4u1red kn0w1- 
ed9e. 1n th15 way, they can c0nt1nua11y 
ref1ne and 6r1n9 up t0 date the ex15t1n9 
mater1a15 and enr1ch them w1th new 
0ne5.7h15 15 a part1cu1ar1y 1ntere5t1n9 
0pp0rtun1ty f0r 5uch a y0un9 11terature. 
Acc0rd1n9 t0 th15 v1ew, 7he Hypertext  
•7haw•15 meant a5 an 0perat1ve m0de1 
and a5 the f1r5t e1ement f0r creat1n9 a 

••mem0ry-6a5e" a60ut Ru551an 11terature 
w1th 6r0ad cu1tura1 and h15t0r1ca1 ram1f1- 
cat10n5, 0r9an12ed 1n hypermed1a path5. 
M0re0ver, the app11cat10n 15 e55ent1a11y 
de519ned t0 c0pe w1th tw0 u5ua1 pr06- 
1em5 faced 6y 5tudent5 0f 11terature 1n a 
U n 1ver51ty: 

. the 5eparat10n am0n9 the d1fferent 
d15c1p11ne5 f0rm1n9 the h15t0r1ca1 and 
cu1tura1 c0ntext 0f a 11terary w0rk; 

. the d1ff1cu1ty 0f 6a1anc1n9 the need t0 
5tudy a 91ven 5u6ject 1n 9reat deta11 
acr055 the m0du1ar c0mp0nent5 1n 0ne 
0r m0re chr0n01091ca11y arran9ed 
c0ur5e5. 

A5 a nav19at10n t001 (5t0ry5pace reader), 
7he Hypertext •7haw•15 meant f0r pe0p1e 
1ntere5ted 1n the 5u6ject and, m0re 
9enera11y, f0r 5tudent5 wh0 w15h t0 c0me 
1n t0uch w1th the 11terature 0f that per10d 
1n a m0re 5t1mu1at1n9 and c0nceptua11y 
effect1ve way. 8y fac111tat1n9 exp10rat10n 
and 5e1f-mana9ement 1n the 1earn1n9 
pr0ce55, 1t a110w5 the nav19at0r: 

1. t0 1earn fr0m the exper1ence 0f 0ther5, 
f0110w1n9 0ne•5 0wn att1tude and 
1ntere5t; 

2. t0 u5e the pr0p05ed mater1a15 f0r 
wr1t1n9 c0mp051t10n5 and re5earch 
paper5 a60ut the Ru551an •7haw•. 

Many 0f the w0rk5 1nc1uded 1n 0ur app11- 
cat10n are 1mp11c1t1y hypertext, even a5 
paper 11terary w0rk5. F0r examp1e, read- 
1n9 the p0em 8a6y.7ar 6y Ev9eny 
Evtu5henk0, a carefu1 and cu1tura11y 
prepared reader may p1cture 1n h15 0wn 
m1nd the 11nk5 def1n1n9 the hypertext 
5tructure. He w0u1d reca11 the Na21 
51au9hter 0f Jew15h Ukra1n1an5 1n 1941, 
at the p1t 0f 8a6y Jar 1n K1ev; he m19ht 
remem6er the f1r5t part 0f the 7h/rteenth 
5ymph0ny 6y 5h05tak0v1ch, 5ett1n9 
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1ma9e 1: a hypermed1a path a10n9 h15t0ry, p0etry and c1a551c mu51c. 

Evtu5henk0•5 p0em t0 mu51c; he c0u1d 
reca11 0ther p0em5 6y Evtu5henk0, mark- 
1n9 the c0ntra5t 6etween the authent1c1ty 
0f h15 rea115t1c 1yr1ca1 6a11ad5 and, f0r 
1n5tance, the artfu1 0pt1m15m 0f 0ne 0f h15 
c0ntemp0rary p0et5, Le6edev-Kumach. 

7he5e hyp0thet1ca1 path5 1n51de and 
0ut51de the 11terary text te5t1fy the need 
t0 expand the trad1t10na1 600k 60und- 
ar1e5 1n a mu1t111near and a550c1at1ve 
manner. W1th re9ard t0 th15 need, 
hypertext techn0109y a110wed u5 t0 
exp11cate and en1ar9e the 1ntertextua1 
and 1ntratextua1 11nk5 the reader•5 m1nd 
w0u1d 5p0ntane0u51y create dur1n9 the 
read1n9 pr0ce55. M0re0ver, the v1rtua1 
pre5ence 0f 5evera1 c0nnected d0cument5 
1n a 51n91e app11cat10n reduce5 the trad1- 
t10na1 d15tance am0n9 5eparate pr1nted 
text5, a110w1n9 an effect1ve c09n1t1ve and 
v15ua1 rec0n5truct10n 0f kn0w1ed9e 1n the 
exp10red f1e1d. 

1n fact 7he Hypertext •7haw•a110w5 a 
free nav19at10n thr0u9h the a60ve- 
ment10ned matter5, 91v1n9 a150 the 
0pp0rtun1ty t0 115ten t0 a pa55a9e 0f the 
7h/rteenth 5ymph0ny 6y 5h05tak0v1ch, 
t0 read the c0mment 0n the w0rk, t0 

ana1y2e the cut5 6y the 50v1et cen50r, 
and t0 c0n51der the Jew15h theme 1n 
0ther w0rk5 6y 5h05tak0v1ch (1ma9e 1). 
7hank5 t0 1t5 map v1ew5, 5t0ry5pace 7M 
ena61ed u5 t0 repre5ent 9raPh1ca11y the 
c09n1t1ve map5 5u5ta1n1n9 the pr0p05ed 
hypermed1a path5 and, a5 a c0n5e- 
4uence, t0 w0rk 0n the c09n1t1ve pr0- 
ce55e5 they enta11. 

7he Hypertext •7haw•1nc1ude5 numer0u5 
e55ay5 ana1y21n9 the c0nnect10n5 am0n9 
d1fferent auth0r5 and w0rk5 0f the •7haw• 
per10d, 6etween them and 0ther auth0r5 
and w0rk5 0f the prev10u5 11terary per10d5 
0f the Ru551an cu1tura1 h15t0ry. When 
they were m0ved fr0m pa9e t0 e1ectr0n1c 
f0rm, the paper e55ay5 were d1v1ded 1nt0 
/ex/a5 0r 1nter11nked 5h0rt 5ect10n5 1n 
acc0rdance w1th the need5 0f hypertext  
read1n9.7he text  f11e5 were arran9ed a5 
5h0rt pa55a9e5 50 a5 t0 exp101t c0nnect- 
1n9 hypertext p0tent1a11t1e5 at the1r 6e5t. 

7he 9enera1 d1v1510n 0f the pr1nted text5 
1nt0 chapter5, para9raph5, 5u6para- 
9raph5, 4u0tat10n5 and n0te5 5u65tan- 
t1a11y 0ffered an 0perat1ve m0de1 t0 
create 1nterc0nnected hypertext d0cu- 
ment5. M0re0ver, the 1ntertextua1 and 
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1ntratextua1 reference5, natura11y ex15t1n9 
1n e55ay wr1t1n95, 5u99e5ted the 1mp1e- 
mentat10n 0f further/ex1a5, 5uch a5 the 
wh01e text 0f a p0em wh05e ver5e5 were 
4u0ted 0r ju5t h1nted at 1n the 0r191na1 
e55ay. We have even tr1ed t0 keep the 
1091ca1 5e4uence f0rmed 6y preced1n9 
and f0110w1n9 5ect10n5 0f the 11near 
pr1nted text, 50 a5 t0 9uard 1t5 0r191na1 
5emant1c 0r9an12at10n. Anyway, we have 
rea112ed the 1mp05516111ty 0f hav1n9 a 
fa1thfu1 hypertext tran51at10n 0f the 11near 
pr1nted text5. F0r the a60ve-ment10ned 
rea50n5, 1t ha5 6een nece55ary t0 91ve up 
the 1dea 0f repr0duc1n9 a un1tary text 0n 
the 5creen--c0n51dered a5 a 51n91e 06- 
ject--and t0 rep1ace 1t w1th the 1dea 0f a 
5cattered text--c0n51dered a5 a c0mp1ex 
5y5tem 0f 1nterre1ated e1ement5 0r 1ex1a5. 

1n 5p1te 0f the1r 9enera1 11near1ty 0f 
exp051t10n, academ1c wr1t1n95 0ften a5k 
the 5tudent t0 1eave temp0rar11y the 
5e4uent1a1 read1n9 0f the ma1n text t0 
ana1y2e 1t5 n0te5: the 4u0tat10n fr0m 
an0ther cr1t1ca1 e55ay, fr0m a narrat1ve 
11terary w0rk, fr0m p0etry. 8ecau5e 0f 1t5 
n0n-5e4uent1a1 and n0n-11near nature, 
hypertext repr0duce5 e1ectr0n1ca11y the 
9enera1 text  5tructure 0f a cr1t1ca1 appa- 
ratu5 11ke the 5pec1f1ed 0ne. 7hat 15 why 
0ur educat10na1 app11cat10n 0ffer5 a 

519n1f1cant he1p t0 9et 5tudent5 u5ed t0 
n0n-5e4uent1a1 read1n9 and 1nf0rmat10n 
retr1eva1, a part1cu1ar1y u5efu1 ha61t when 
5tudY1n9 anth01091e5 and the cr1t1ca1 
mater1a15 they 9enera11y pr0p05e. 

We have a150 rea112ed that the 1055 0f 
11near 5e4uence 1n the read1n9 pr0ce55 
d0e5 n0t nece55ar11y mean a 1055 0f 
f0rma1 c0herence. 1n 0ur hypertext 
path5, text5 have 6ec0me f1ex161e 06- 
ject5: we are a61e t0 rec09n12e and 
v15ua11y dec0mp05e the1r c0n5t1tuent 
part5. 1n read1n9 a pr1nted 11near text, we 
9enera11y detach 1nf0rmat10n fr0m the 
pa9e and unc0n5c10u51y f1x the1r un1t5 
and re1ated part5. 

A5 a c0n5e4uence, the fra9mentat10n 0f 
e55ay5 1nt0 c0nnected and c0herent 
hypertext /ex/a5 ha5 n0t en9endered a 
1055 0f mean1n9, 6ut 1t ha5 51mp1y repre- 
5ented a new and 1e55 5tr1ct 0r9an12at10n 
0f the text. Anyway, a5 the read1n9 
pr0ce55 1t5e1f 15 a per50na1 exper1ence 
1n51de the 51n91e 1ex/a5 0f a trad1t10na1 
text,  hypertext ha5 pr0ved 1t5e1f a5 an 
1dea1 env1r0nment t0 empha512e th15 
p05516111ty, a150 a110w1n9 an 1nd1v1dua112ed 
and m0re 5t1mu1at1n9 1earn1n9. 0:0 

Ca11 f0r Part1c1pat10n 
1nternat10na1 Hypertext C0mpet1t10n 

A1t-X and trace are p1ea5ed t0 ann0unce 
the1r f1r5t 1nternat10na1 Hypertext 
C0mpet1t10n. We 0ffer a 51n91e pr12e 0f 
0ne 7h0u5and En9115h P0und5 f0r the 
6e5t hypertext 51te 0n the we6. 

Dead11ne f0r entr1e5: 
Decem6er 315t 1998 

What 15 hypertext• 
7ed Ne150n, wh0 1nvented the term 
hypertext 0ver 30 year5 a90, de5cr16ed 1t 
a5 ••n0n-5e4uent1a1 wr1t1n9--text that 

6ranche5 and a110w5 ch01ce5 t0 the 
reader, 6e5t read at an 1nteract1ve 
5creen. A5 p0pu1ar1y c0nce1ved, th15 15 a 
5er1e5 0f text  chunk5 c0nnected 6y 11nk5 
wh1ch 0ffer the reader d1fferent path• 
way5." We prefer t0 5ee 1t a5 ••mu1t1- 
5e4uent1a1" wr1t1n9 6ut are 9enera11y 
c0mf0rta61e w1th h15 de5cr1pt10n here. 
A150, we•re 0pen t0 w0rk that 1nte9rate5 
0ther med1a a5 we11 (50und, 1ma9e5, 
Java, etc.) 6ut 1t 5h0u1d 6e pr1mar11y 
text-6a5ed and ea511y acce55161e fr0m the 
avera9e we6-5urfer•5 h0me-c0mputer. 
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