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Abstract—The current trend of higher education is the
increasing share of independent individual and group work
of students, as well as their practical and creative work. All
these inevitably lead to the introduction of innovative
educational technologies aimed at reaching syllabus goals.
An active use of information and communication techno-
logies enhances the learning in a content area and can be a
great help to maintain the desired level of students’
education. It allows advanced, diverse learning, drives
motivation, creativity and learning outcomes. The authors
make a review of the research on the use of blogs in foreign
language teaching, discuss their benefits for both teachers
and students, and share their experience of using blogs to
promote learners’ writing skills.

Index Terms—Dblogging; foreign language teaching; Internet
technology; students’ self-study; writing skills.

L INTRODUCTION

Intensification and modernization of education require
the introduction of innovative technologies aimed at the
development of creative thinking, productive imagination,
memory, attention and cognitive activities of university
alumni. Blogging is among these innovative technologies.

II. RELATED WORK

Computer technology and the Internet can be easily in-
tegrated into a language classroom and provide meaning-
ful writing opportunities [1]. Researchers say that the
integration of electronic communicative practices in for-
eign language classrooms helps learners acquire new
knowledge and develops intercultural competences [2],
contributes to the development of writing skills and makes
information sharing more challenging, meaningful and
interesting [3, 4, 5]. Blogging, as a teaching strategy,
provides a motivating learning environment, creates addi-
tional opportunities for language learning and furthers
learners’ independence [6]. The use of blogs in foreign
language teaching encourages learners’ creativity, interac-
tion, sharing of ideas and comments, and motivates learn-
ers to build their writing skills [7]. Blogs help connect
with an online community, further self-expressiveness and
provide an opportunity to continue learning outside the
classroom [8.]

III. RESEARCH DATA

The main objective of foreign language teaching is the
formation of communicative competence and the ability
for intercultural interaction; other goals (educational,
developmental, etc.) are realized in the course of this pri-
mary objective. The specificity of the subject “foreign
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language” is that the leading components of the contents
of foreign language teaching are not the principles of
science, but different language skills: speaking, listening,
reading and writing. Various teaching methods, innovative
technologies and practice are necessary to master these
skills. The integration of Internet technology in the educa-
tional process is a promising direction in education. The
Internet opens up tremendous opportunities for any infor-
mation, including authentic materials. In addition to text
information, Internet technologies allow the use of audio
files, videos and graphics, which greatly stimulate the
learners’ activity. Global network helps to organize dis-
cussions between learners and teachers not only within the
university, but also attracts learners of other universities,
regions and countries. Modern information and communi-
cation technologies (ICT) enable to enhance training ac-
tivities, promote communication and develop the culture
of independent students’ work. The need to use ICT is
also due to the continual increase in the volume of infor-
mation that must be studied and processed in the course of
training. Moreover, the practice of ICT in teaching foreign
languages contributes to the optimization of the teaching
process and allows to:

* access and manipulate large amounts of information;
e form information culture;

e use information sites and authentic modern Internet
resources;

* make learning differentiated and individual;
* provide training materials in print, graphic, charts,
audio, video and animated form,;

* bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and
actual application of the studied material;

* automate the system of monitoring correction and
evaluation of learners’ knowledge;

* organize independent work;
* enhance learners’ creative potential;
* carry out distance education.

Currently existing communication Internet technolo-
gies, which can be used in foreign language teaching, are
divided into two groups:

* synchronous (enabling to communicate in real time.

e.g. chat, forum, video and audio conference, etc);

* asynchronous (communication with a time delay. e.g.

discussion forums, websites, blogs, etc.).

A blog (weblog) is a user-friendly, easily created web-
site that can be used for learning in different disciplines
and in various levels. In educational process, blogs can be
used as a platform for:
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* training on primary and/or additional courses;

* distance training courses;

* additional educational resources;

* consultations;

* various types of discussions;

* learners’ research activity.

The main purpose of a blog is to attract the reader’s at-
tention to the discussed issues. Blog can be the source and
storage of various educational materials (essays, creative
works, notes, reports, news, lists of hyperlinks on the
studied topic, etc.) and an effective medium for intercul-
tural communication. Blog allows combining the studied
academic material with an entertaining text, audio and

video. A.P. Campbell identifies three types of blogs used
in foreign language classes:

* tutor blog (contains course information, assignments,
homework, etc. It is usually run by teachers);

* class blog (mainly used for discussions. It is run by
teacher and learners);

* learner blog (learners’ personal online space. Teacher
facilitates learners to develop their blog, write and
comment on their interests, etc.) [9].

Nowadays, blogs are popular among students owing to
the novelty of the technology. Compared with other in-
formation technology used in teaching, blogging technol-
ogy has several advantages. It serves to:

* introduce a creative approach to the organization of
learning;.

* foster a feeling of community and build a closer rela-
tionship between learners;

* encourage online communication;

* promote out-of-class communication;

* develop the skills to analyze and synthesize infor-
mation;

* improve writing skills;

* provide extra reading;

* improve learning outcomes.

Introduction of technology and blogging activities in
foreign language teaching allows learners to work at their
own pace and provides opportunities for:

* authentic learning environment for real communica-

tion;

* communication and development of intercultural

competence;

* learners’ active involvement in the language and
overcoming the language barrier;

* explaining and reasoning their opinion;
* increase of learner’s writing amount;
* learners’ creative activity;

* motivating learners to study a foreign language and
culture;

* using a foreign language and the Internet to meet
learners’ cognitive interests;

* sorting understanding, uncovering new ideas and
drawing conclusions [3, 10, 11, 12, 13].

Blogs allow real dialogue with a large number of peo-
ple who read the blog posts and leave their comments,
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including those with native speakers. Learners themselves
control the process of learning by actively seeking the
information and getting comments from other people.
Blogs can be used as portfolios of learners’ written works.
Meanwhile, the integration of blog technology in the edu-
cational process helps a teacher to solve a number of chal-
lenges. It:

* develops cooperation in the group and promotes
closer relations between learners (learners share in-
formation about themselves, their interests, and
comment on what others have written, which may
contribute to a sense of solidarity among the mem-
bers of the group);

* forwards learners to potentially useful Internet re-
sources and appropriate to their level. Learners find
an effective solution to the problem proposed by the
teacher through the Internet resources;

* provides learners with extra reading and writing prac-
tice;

* helps to find a real audience for what learners write;

* organizes extra-curricular discussions;

* allows shy students to speak on their blog:

* helps develop writing skills and improve the style of
writing, as learners are interested in their statements
being written correctly.

On the whole, blog technology consists of the following
stages:
* preparatory (technical) stage (teacher introduces
learners to the peculiarities of using blog technology,
removes technical difficulties);

* inception (teacher announces the plan for the work
(e.g. month, semester, etc) with a list of dates for the
performance of the tasks and evaluation criteria of
each type of work);

* procedural (teacher determines the frequency and
volume of the compulsory individual publications.
Learners place their publications in the blogs, dis-
cuss, comment on and evaluate each other’s work.
The task of the teacher at this stage is to control and
direct learners’ activities);

* evaluating (two types of control can take place: self-
evaluation of students at the end of the course in the
form of comments on personal blogs in which they
express their opinions on the content of the course as
well as suggestions for optimizing the learning pro-
cess; teachers; evaluation on the basis of the evalua-
tion criteria for each type of job).

The teacher should motivate and keep the interest of
learners to blogging, encourage and promote their work,
reading and commenting on the posts of their classmates,
discuss with them the information in blogs and check their
writing [14]. It is necessary to develop in learners the
habit of blogging (e.g. weekly) and give them the follow-
ing recommendations to make a blog lively:

* use catchy headlines (short and attractive);

* try to make the blog at least partially non-standard
(for example, use quotes to reflect the theme of the
message) and monitor the style to attract and hold the
readers (no one wants to die of boredom reading a
blog. You should try to attract those readers who may
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not be familiar with the subject about which you
write in your blog);

* leave links to something interesting on the Internet to
the readers;

* respond to comments on the blog;
* be bold to stand up and state your views.

IV. DISCUSSION AND RESEARCH

To evaluate the efficacy of blog technology on stu-
dents’ learning achievements, we took two groups of
students (experimental and control; 20 students in each)
where students of the experimental group used blogging
during entire semester. The work with blogs was divided
into three stages:

1. preparatory. Learners:

* study the tasks, dates of their performance and eval-
uation criteria;

* register their blogs;

¢ study terms and guidelines for publishing their mate-
rials on the blog.

2. procedural:
* discussion, search and selection of the material,

* processing, systematization, analysis, and synthesis
of the material;

* writing and publishing of the written work;
* monitoring the learners’ independent work;

* remote discussion of classmates’ written works in
personal blogs (learners comment on the content,
structure, coherency and language accuracy of their
classmates’ blogs, etc);

* monitoring the learners’ independent work and their
participation in the discussion of written works.

3. evaluation:

¢ self-evaluation (students evaluate their work, discuss
the problems they encountered and voice what they
need to do to improve their work next time);

¢ teacher scores the learners according to the prede-
termined criteria.

We developed the following criteria to evaluate the
work of learners with their blogs:

1. content:

* independent thought and creative approach to the is-
sue;

* figurative language devices (idioms, metaphors, si-
miles, puns, hyperboles, etc);

* respond to comments.
2. language. Use a wide range of:
* vocabulary and grammar;
* coherent devices.
3. structure:
* division into paragraphs;
* presence of images to support the content;
* pleasant color-grade.
4. references to useful websites (presence or absence).

85% of the students of the experimental group ex-
pressed a positive attitude towards personal blogging.
They noted that a blog provides opportunities to com-
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municate in the Internet, write for their peers (not just for
their teacher), learn from each other and get feedback not
only from a teacher, but also from their classmates. How-
ever, 15% of the respondents dropped a hint of doubt if
their blogs are useful in the Internet.

The students of the experimental group showed better
writing skills in the final test (35%). Moreover, we inter-
viewed the students to know their opinion of blogging.
They noted that it helped them:

* develop writing skills (55%);
* build confidence in their writing (45%);
* develop reading skills (35%);
* communicate useful information (25%).

V. CONCLUSION

Thus, the use of blog technology in a foreign language
classroom helps teacher be abreast of current educational
technologies, organize the process of learning, create
opportunities to practice the language, increase learning
interest, develop writing skills and promote communica-
tion skills. Moreover, learners can come into intercultural
communication with native speakers and thus receive
reliable information about culture of another country,
young people’s lives, their interests and hobbies, etc.
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